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PBS’ RESPONSE TO HURRICANE KATRINA 
PBS, our member stations and talent are marshalling our resources to assist with efforts for the Hurricane Katrina disaster. PBS stations are providing programming and online support to best serve national and local audiences in these terribly challenging times, and PBS and stations are collectively putting together additional content and fundraising-related activities to support those most affected by Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath.

ON-AIR 
· PBS is joining forces with the other broadcast networks on Friday, September 9, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET, to air SHELTER FROM THE STORM: A CONCERT FOR THE GULF COAST, to raise funds for those impacted by the devastating effects of Hurricane Katrina. SHELTER FROM THE STORM will salute the brave citizens in the devastated areas of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama and pay tribute to the rescue personnel guiding relief efforts in the region. Featuring Sheryl Crow, Dixie Chicks, Alicia Keys, Randy Newman, Paul Simon, Rod Stewart and Neil Young, among others, the special will be broadcast live from locations in New York City and Los Angeles to the Eastern and Central time zones and tape-delayed in the Mountain and Pacific time zones.  An additional fundraising event exclusive to PBS stations is in development.
· PBS’ LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER will broadcast the “Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert,” Saturday, September 17, 2005, 8:00-11:00 p.m. ET. The concert, hosted by Laurence Fishburne, will seek to raise funds for hurricane relief fund efforts. “Higher Ground Hurricane Relief Benefit Concert” will originate live from the Rose Theater in Frederick P. Rose Hall. Proceeds from the concert and auction of items — including a Gibson guitar autographed by Eric Clapton — will be donated to relief efforts for Hurricane Katrina. The broadcast will be shown on PBS stations and NPR will make the concert available to public radio stations. Lincoln Center will make the television broadcast feed available to other stations and networks. The talent lineup includes: Wynton Marsalis, Terence Blanchard, Ken Burns, Cyrus Chestnut, Peter Cincotti, Elvis Costello, Bill Cosby, Robert De Niro, Paquito D’Rivera, Jon Henddricks, Diana Krall, Abbey Lincoln, Bette Midler, Dianne Reeves, Marcus Roberts, Paul Simon, Meryl Streep, James Taylor, McCoy Tyner, Cassandra Wilson, Buckwheat Zydeco and other artists, to be announced. More, as details are available
· PBS is producing several PSA’s featuring PBS on-air talent. Confirmed participants include Charlie Rose, Bill Moyers, Gwen Ifill, David Brancaccio, Tavis Smiley, Paul Kangas and Susie Gharib as well as representatives from the NEWSHOUR and THIS OLD HOUSE. We will confirm additional participants early next week. The PSA’s are available to PBS stations beginning the week of September 5.

· PBS re-distributed PBS KIDS® spots that discuss very difficult issues (previously used in response to the Space Shuttle Columbia tragedy), including SESAME STREET’s “some things on TV scare Elmo,” “a big warm hug helps them feel safe,” and “pay attention to what they are saying”; and BETWEEN THE LIONS “coping with fear” and “coping with stress.”
· CHARLIE ROSE, THE NEWSHOUR WITH JIM LEHRER, NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT and TAVIS SMILEY will continue to provide ongoing coverage and analysis of the crisis resulting from the hurricane and floods each night this week.

· AMERICAN EXPERIENCE “Fatal Flood” will be updated to reflect the recent events along the gulf coast and rebroadcast on Wednesday, September 14, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. “Fatal Flood” is about a historic Mississippi flood that resonates with the issues faced by New Orleans this September.

· NOW will broadcast a special one-hour town hall format edition on the hurricane’s aftermath on Friday, September 16, 8:30-9:30 p.m. ET, “Katrina: The Response.” NOW travels to Baton Rouge for a town-hall meeting to explore the rebuilding challenges ahead and to assess how the reconstruction efforts will take into account the unique environmental vulnerability of the Gulf Coast. In a spirited discussion moderated by David Brancaccio, experts, government officials, and the people who lived through it will shed light on what went wrong and the root causes of the failures in the government’s emergency response.  In addition, all September broadcasts of NOW (Fridays, 8:30-9:00 p.m. ET) will focus on an aspect of the disaster and the massive relief efforts.
· 
· 
· SESAME STREET will re-broadcast the five hurricane episodes (Big Bird’s nest is blown away) during the week of September 12 (check local listings).
· READING RAINBOW will re-broadcast two episodes addressing the Hurricane and resulting homelessness. “Come a Tide” will air on September 12 and “Fly Away Home” will air on September 13 (check local listings).

· NOVA will update a segment on the danger to New Orleans from hurricanes (seen in the NOVA scienceNOW program in January 2005) for inclusion in the next NOVA scienceNOW, currently scheduled for October 18. 

· In response to the devastation and destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina, NOVA and FRONTLINE plan to present two new documentaries on Tuesday, November 22, 2005, to provide PBS viewers with insight into the scientific, engineering and political failures that brought about the worst natural disaster in U.S. history. NOVA will premiere “New Orleans: Anatomy of a Disaster” (w.t.), Tuesday, November 22, 2005, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. This one-hour film will unfold a minute-by-minute reconstruction of the disaster told through gripping eyewitness testimony. NOVA will explore why Katrina was so deadly and why flood defenses and relief planning failed to match Katrina’s fury. Immediately following NOVA, FRONTLINE will investigate the political firestorm ignited by Katrina. FRONTLINE “The Storm” (w.t.), airing Tuesday, November 22, 2005, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET, will ask the tough questions about the confused chain of command — from city hall to the White House — leading up to the storm and its tragic aftermath.
ONLINE
Key PBS.org content and resources include:

Online NewsHour: After Hurricane Katrina
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/weather/july-dec05/katrina/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/weather/july-dec05/katrina/relief.html
 
NOVAscienceNOW: Calling Katrina
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/sciencenow/dispatches/050901.html
 
NOW: New Orleans and the Delta
http://www.pbs.org/now/science/neworleans.html
 
PBS Parents: Talking With Kids About Tough Topics
http://www.pbs.org/parents/talkingwithkids/strategies_10.html
 
PBS Kids: Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood: Helping Children Talk About Their Scary Feelings
http://pbskids.org/rogers/parentsteachers/special/war.html
 
PBS Kids: Sesame Street: Helping Children Cope with Difficult Times
http://pbskids.org/sesame/caregivers/crisis_spots.html
 

PBS FOUNDATION 
· The PBS Foundation is establishing a Hurricane Relief Fund to receive and distribute funds to member stations hurt by this tragedy. The Foundation will set up this special fund to collect tax-deductible contributions solely from the management and staff of our PBS family of stations; the funds will then be distributed to our affected member stations for the benefit of their employees. All decisions about the distribution of funds will be made in consultation with those stations. 
Information will continue to be updated as new programming and fundraising efforts are developed.
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