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PBS SUMMER 2007 PRESS TOUR
Monday, July 9

Join us for an evening welcome reception at L.A.’s iconic Griffith Observatory (www.griffithobs.org) 
to celebrate WIRED SCIENCE, the new PBS series debuting October 3. 

TCA members are welcome to bring a guest to the event. 
Press will also have a chance to talk to additional talent, including: 
· Alan Rosenberg and Anne-Marie Johnson from LIFE (PART 2) (www.pbs.org/lifepart2)
· Jamie Durie, the new host of VICTORY GARDEN (www.pbs.org/victorygarden) 
· Rick Sebak, host and creator of TO MARKET TO MARKET TO BUY A FAT PIG (http://pressroom.pbs.org/programs/to_market_to_market_to) 

Transportation from the Beverly Hilton

Parking will be validated at the Beverly Hilton. 
Shuttles will depart at 5:45, 6:15 and 6:30pm


Transportation for those not at or near the hotel

On-site parking is not available but guests are welcome to take cabs or KCET will provide free secure parking at their facility (4401 Sunset Blvd.) and shuttle service to and from Griffith Observatory. Shuttles will depart at 5:45 and 6:15.

6:30-9:30pm 
Wolfgang Puck buffet dinner and drinks.

7:45
Welcome remarks in the Leonard Nimoy Theater.
(No Q&A. The WIRED SCIENCE press conference will take place Tuesday afternoon -- see schedule below.)
8:10
Tours and planetarium activities.
8:15 - 9:45
Transportation returns to Beverly Hilton and KCET.

10:00
Event ends.
8:00pm
Screen PBS programs on closed-circuit (channel 66 and 67)
1:00am
(more)

Tuesday, July 10
6:00-9:45am
Screen PBS programs on closed-circuit (channel 66 and 67)
8:30
PBS Registration opens

Lobby

9:30-10:00
Buffet breakfast 
10:00 

SUPER WHY!

Beverly Hills
Press conference

Ballroom
Super WHY! focuses on the adventures of four fairytale friends who transform into reading-powered superheroes. These four kids jump into books (literally) to find answers to everyday preschool challenges and embark on exciting adventures, where they play interactive reading games to overcome obstacles and save the day. Airdate: September 3 (Monday-Friday)

· Angela C. Santomero, creator and co-executive producer

· Nicholas Castel Vanderburgh, voice of Whyatt Beanstalk, aka Super Why
Contact: Alison Grand, 212-584-1133, alison@grandcommunications.com 
www.pbskids.org/superwhy
WORDGIRL


Press conference

“WordGirl” chronicles the adventures of Becky Botsford, a mild-mannered fifth grader who, at the call of duty, transforms into WordGirl – caped crusader and definition dynamo! When there is trouble in the big city, this super heroine-in-disguise uses vocabulary to defeat outlaws bent on “WORD” domination. With the help of her faithful monkey sidekick, Captain Huggy Face, WordGirl spends each episode defeating a quirky cast of misfit bad guys with her uncanny vocabulary skills and superhero strength. Airdate: September 7 (weekly each Friday with a sneak preview Monday, September 3)
· Dorothea Gillim, creator and executive producer 

· Maria Bamford, voice of “Mrs. Botsford” and “Violet” 

· Fred Stoller, voice of “Chuck the Evil Sandwich-Making Guy”
Contact: Olivia Dupuis, 212-576-2700, x250; odupuis@goodmanmedia.com

www.pbskidsgo.org/wordgirl 
10:45
INDEPENDENT LENS “Wordplay” 

International
Press conference

Ballroom
· Will Shortz, New York Times Crossword Puzzle Editor and NPR personality
· Tyler Hinman, three-time winner of the American Crossword Puzzle Tournament

· Patrick Creadon, director

· Christine O’Malley, producer
· Lois Vossen, series producer
Fifty million Americans do crossword puzzles each week, many in the venerable New York Times, of which Will Shortz has been editor for 12 years. WORDPLAY presents 
(more)

an entertaining and informative look at Shortz’s work and that of the puzzle constructors with whom he collaborates, as well as coverage of the American 
Crossword Puzzle Tournament, an annual competition founded by Shortz, that profiles a number of intelligent and ingratiating contestants. With interviews with celebrity crossword solvers, including Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, Jon Stewart, Ken Burns, the Indigo Girls, and others. Airdate: Fall 2007
Contact: Voleine Amilcar, 415-356-8383 x244; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org 

www.pbs.org/independentlens

INDEPENDENT LENS “Miss Navajo”
Press conference

· Billy Luther, director and producer

· Sunny Dooley, 1982 Miss Navajo 

· Sarah Johnson Luther, 1966 Miss Navajo, and mother of the film’s director

· Crystal Frazier, Miss Navajo Nation Contestant 2005

For most of us, pageants conjure up smiling beauty-queen hopefuls parading around in bathing suits or glittery gowns. But most of us have never witnessed the Miss Navajo Nation competition, an event that redefines “pageant” as an opportunity for young women to honor and strengthen Navajo culture and reveal the beauty within. MISS NAVAJO opens the door to a surprising world where contestants with diverse styles, physiques, and political orientations are challenged to answer tough historical questions in the Navajo language and showcase their spiritual and practical knowledge of practices like governance, traditional singing, or butchering a whole sheep. Airdate: TBD
Contact: Voleine Amilcar, 415-356-8383 x244; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org 

www.pbs.org/independentlens
11:45

Feed the Blogging Beast (informal session)
I.B.
Join us for a blog workshop where PBS experts (including a blogger from PBS’ Interactive Department) explain five different tactics to increase your blog’s audience. At this session, we’ll give you practical tips & review best practices for posting, linking, and moderating comments, show you how easy it is to embed images and video in a blog post, and detail simple ways to improve your blog’s search engine ranking.  Please bring your questions for Q&A at the end.
Contact: Kevin Dando, 703-739-5073; kdando@pbs.org or Jeannine Harvey, 703-739-8134; jharvey@pbs.org
12:30pm
Buffet lunch

Beverly Hills
Ballroom

1:00

NATURE “What Females Want and Males Will Do”
B.H.B.

Press conference
· F. Murray Abraham, Academy Award-winning actor and series narrator
· Patricia Brennan, duck behavioral ecologist
· Gail Patricelli, biologist experimenting with animal sexual selection 

· Chadden Hunter, expert on gelada baboons

· Kevin Bachar, producer

· Fred Kaufman, series executive producer 

(more)

Inspired by the mating dance of moon-walking manikins featured in Deep Jungle, this two-part HD series is a stimulating sex education that goes way beyond the birds and the bees. This is “animal magnetism” in the flesh, a look at the universal urge to reproduce and the elaborate behavior – and anatomy – that result. Through cutting-edge technology, the latest research and dangerously up-close field study, charismatic animal experts look at what makes winners and losers in the animal dating game. Airdate: TBD
Contact: Kathleen Kaan, 212-560-3026; kaank@thirteen.org; Donald Lee, 212-560-3005; leed@thirteen.org; www.pbs.org/nature
2:45

SEEING IN THE DARK
I.B.

Press conference

· Timothy Ferris, writer, producer and narrator (LIFE BEYOND EARTH, CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE) based on his book, Seeing in the Dark – How Amateur Astronomers Are Discovering the Wonders of the Universe
· Robert Smith, former Minnesota Vikings running back and amateur astronomer 

SEEING IN THE DARK is a one-hour special about amateur stargazers and the rapid advancement of their backyard contraptions. Astronomy brings together two inspiring and mysterious realms which occupy opposite extremes—the inner world of the human eye and mind, and the vast outer world of the distant stars and galaxies. Based on Timothy Ferris’ book with original music by Mark Knopfler and Guy Fletcher, a major outreach program will include classroom materials, free public star parties, and a Web site providing customized star charts, “how-to” videos, and free student access to an internet telescope located at a high-altitude site in New Mexico. Air date: September 19

Contact: Gail Rubin, 505-265-7215; grpr@flash.net
3:45

WIRED SCIENCE
I.B.

Press conference
· David Axelrod, executive producer

· Melanie Cornwell, executive producer

· Karen Hunte, executive producer
· Adam Rogers, correspondent 
· Ziya Tong, host and field producer
Take the DNA of Wired magazine, for 15 years the first word on how science and technology are changing the world. Add the giant-robot might of PBS. Apply electricity. Result: WIRED SCIENCE, a new weekly series that brings the magazine’s compelling journalism and groundbreaking aesthetic to public television.
Armed with state-of-the-art animation and a dash of irreverence, WIRED SCIENCE correspondents will untangle complex research and introduce the high-tech mavericks defining 21st-century culture and innovation. The show won’t be limited to the airwaves—WIRED SCIENCE's web site will expand the broadcast stories with video, blogs, columns, and interviews. Power up the turbines, stand by for action, and keep watching the skies – WIRED SCIENCE starts Wednesday nights this October. 



Contact: Cathy Williams, 323-953-5243; cwilliams@kcet.org
Airdate: October 3 (Weekly) www.pbs.org/kcet/wiredscience
(more)

4:30
PIONEERS OF TELEVISION
I.B.

Press conference
· Dick Cavett, featured participant
· Tim Conway, featured participant
· Phyllis Diller, featured participant
· Ed McMahon, featured participant
· Tony Orlando, featured participant
· Betty White, featured participant
· Steve Boettcher, director and executive producer 
Titles from the limited PIONEERS series include “Late Night,” “Sitcoms,” “Game Shows” and “Variety Shows”
Contact: Bonnie Winings, 818-760-7131; BWinings@shepwinpr.com or Dana Archer, 818-760-7131; DArcher@swprgroup.com

Airdate: January, 2008
5:45

“Pioneers” reception – cocktails and buffet dinner
Rooftop 
TCA members are welcome to bring a guest to the event
Terrace
8:00pm-
Screen PBS programs on closed-circuit (channel 66 and 67)
1:00am
Wednesday, July 11
6:00-8:45am
Screen PBS programs on closed-circuit (channel 66 and 67)
8:00
PBS Registration opens

Lobby

8:30-9:00
Buffet breakfast
9:00

MASTERPIECE THEATRE “The Complete Jane Austen”
Beverly Hills
Press conference

Ballroom

· Andrew Davies, screenwriter (“Northanger Abbey,” “Sense and Sensibility,” “Emma” and “Pride and Prejudice”)

· Anthony Head (Sir Walter Elliot, “Persuasion”)

· Hattie Morahan (Elinor Dashwood, “Sense and Sensibility”)

· David Morrissey (Colonel Brandon, “Sense and Sensibility”) 

· Rebecca Eaton, series executive producer

Beginning January 2008, MASTERPIECE THEATRE will for the first time treat viewers to “The Complete Jane Austen.” This broadcast event includes new presentations of Northanger Abbey, Persuasion, Mansfield Park and Sense and Sensibility, as well as the acclaimed adaptations of Emma, starring Kate Beckinsale, and Pride and Prejudice, starring Colin Firth. Airdate: January, 2008

Contact: Ellen Dockser, 617-300-5338; ellen_dockser@wgbh.org 

www.pbs.org/masterpiece
(more)
10:15

THE JEWISH AMERICANS
International
Press conference
Ballroom
· Carl Reiner, featured participant
· Mandy Patinkin, featured participant
· David Grubin, filmmaker
THE JEWISH AMERICANS is about the struggle of a tiny minority to make its way into the American mainstream. While the story of Jewish life in America is emblematic of the American immigrant story, it is also a unique story of on-going discrimination and stereotyping coupled with some of the most remarkable accomplishments in American history, the arts, commerce, science and academia. Airdate: January, 2008


Contact: Brian Moriarty, 212-981-5252 or 646-594-0049; Brian_Moriarty@dkcnews.com 
11:15

PBS Executive Session
I.B.
· Paula Kerger, president & CEO

Contact: Lea Sloan, 703-739-5021; lsloan@pbs.org or Stephanie Aaronson, 703-739-5074; saaronson@pbs.org 

12:00pm
Writing break
12:30

Buffet lunch
Beverly Hills

Ballroom

1:00

THE WAR
B.H.B.

Press conference
· Ken Burns, filmmaker
· Lynn Novick, filmmaker
· Quentin Aanenson, featured veteran
This seven-part documentary series, directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, explores the history and horror of the Second World War from an American perspective by following the fortunes of a handful of men and women who get caught up in the greatest cataclysm in human history. Six years in the making, this epic 14-hour film, reminiscent in scope and power of Burns’s landmark series The Civil War, focuses on the stories of citizens from four geographically distributed American towns — Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and the tiny farming town of Luverne, Minnesota. Individuals from each community take the viewer through their own personal and quite often harrowing journeys into war, painting vivid portraits of how the war dramatically altered their lives and those of their neighbors, as well as the country they helped to save for generations to come.


Airdate: Sunday, September 23, 2007 (four nights the first week and then three nights the second week)

Contact: Joe DePlasco, 212-981-5125; joe_deplasco@dkcnews.com; www.pbs.org/thewar 

(more)

2:45

NOVA “Judgment Day: Intelligent Design on Trial”
I.B.

Press conference
· Judge John E. Jones III, presided over Kitzmiller vs. Dover

· Ken Miller, trial witness and author of Finding Darwin’s God: A Scientist’s
Search for Common Ground Between God and Evolution
· Bertha Spahr, Dover High School biology and chemistry teacher

· Joseph McMaster, producer (“The Elegant Universe”)

· Paula S. Apsell, series executive producer 
One of the latest battles in the war over evolution took place in a tiny town in eastern Pennsylvania called Dover. NOVA captures the emotional conflict in interviews with the townspeople, scientists and lawyers who participated in the historic six-week trial, Kitzmiller, et. al. v. Dover School District, et. al., which was closely watched by the world’s media. With recreations based on court transcripts, NOVA presents the arguments by lawyers and expert witnesses in riveting detail and provides an eye-opening crash course on questions such as “What is evolution?” and “Does intelligent design qualify as science?” For years to come, the lessons from Dover will continue to have a profound impact on how science is viewed in our society and how to teach it in the classroom. Airdate: November 13

 

Contact: Eileen Campion, 212-966-4600; eileen@drcpublicrelations.com or Anna Lowi, 617-300-5342; anna_lowi@wgbh.org; www.pbs.org/nova  

 

NOVA “Marathon (w.t.)” 

Press conference

· Uta Pippig, three-time Boston Marathon winner

· Miriam Nelson, Ph.D., renowned author and nutritionist

· Larry Haydu, featured runner “Team NOVA”

· Xenia Johnson, featured runner “Team NOVA”

· Betsey Powers-Sinclair, featured runner “Team NOVA”

What does it take for the average person to run one of the world’s toughest road races? NOVA finds out in “Marathon” a one-hour special that’s both a human story and an intriguing scientific exploration of the way our bodies respond to intense exercise demands. Filmed in cooperation with the Boston Athletic Association, NOVA has been granted unprecedented access to the Boston Marathon course, and will take viewers on a unique adventure inside the human body. Airdate: October 30

Contact: Eileen Campion, 212-966-4600; eileen@drcpublicrelations.com or Anna Lowi, 617-300-5342; anna_lowi@wgbh.org; www.pbs.org/nova  

4:30
AMERICAN MASTERS “Carol Burnett (w.t.)” 
I.B.

Press conference

· Carol Burnett
· Kyra Thompson, director

· Susan Lacy, series creator and executive producer

Every Saturday night at 10 throughout the 1960s and ‘70s, in dorms and dens, living rooms and bedrooms across the country, Americans watched The Carol Burnett 
(more)

Show. For 11 years, this wacky performer yelled like Tarzan and made us laugh out loud. She could fall down a flight of stairs or take a pie in the face like nobody else. She could also wear a slinky sequined gown and hold her own in a duet with Bing Crosby or Julie Andrews. She was open, honest, a real person – our friend. She won our hearts. Yet, as with so many brilliant comedians, her difficult childhood foreshadowed something deeper and darker. Her complex personality emerged in her later, dramatic work on screen and stage. The personal tragedy she endured added another layer to the Carol Burnett personae. Airdate: November 5. 
Contacts: Donna Williams, 212-560-8030; williamsd@thirteen.org; www.pbs.org/americanmasters 
5:45
Break/Screen GREAT PERFORMANCES “Respect Yourself: The Stax Records Story”

(1 hour excerpt) on closed-circuit (channel 66).
7:00
GREAT PERFORMANCES “Respect Yourself: The Stax Records Story”
B.H.B.
Cocktails and dinner followed by a press conference and performance

· Isaac Hayes, Stax artist
· Al Bell, former Stax Chairman and owner
· Deanie Parker, former Stax artist, current president of the Soulsville Foundation

· Robert Gordon, producer and director; Memphis music expert

· Morgan Neville, producer and director

· David Horn, series producer

Coinciding with the relaunch and 50th anniversary of the legendary Stax Records label, “Respect Yourself” is the story of the Stax legacy – its visionaries, artists and music as well as their racial and cultural hurdles and achievements. With artists including Isaac Hayes, Otis Redding, Booker T. and the MGs, Wilson Pickett, Sam & Dave, the Staple Singers, and Richard Pryor – and hits such as Soul Man, Dock of the Bay, (Theme From) Shaft, and I’ll Take You There – Stax Records became a de facto soundtrack to the Civil Rights movement. Airdate: August 1
Press conference followed by a performance featuring Grammy-nominee and current Stax Records artist Angie Stone.
TCA members are welcome to bring a guest to the event. 
Contact: Lisa Batchelder, 212-560-2074, batcheld@thirteen.org or Heather DiRubba, 212-560-3134; dirubbah@thirteen.org; www.pbs.org/gperf 
--PBS Press Tour ends—
For up-to-the-minute press releases, program information and hi-res photos, please visit www.pbs.org/pressroom.  Feel free to share this URL with your media colleagues.
