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Summertime is here and PBS KIDS has lots of great ways to keep kids’ minds active with engaging content and games!
 
Kick-off the doggone days of summer with one really cool talking dog, a cast of Cyber-math whizzes and a slew of fun activities to make even the rainiest of days full of adventure. 
 
ON PBS KIDS GO! 
 
On Memorial Day, the hit series FETCH! with Ruff Ruffman returned for its second season on PBS KIDS GO! (check local listings) with six fabulous new cast members, four action-packed specials, a bunch of off-the-wall challenges, and one very bright, highly efficient new animated addition.  Yes, there’s a new dog in town—and she’s a cat!  Princess Blossom Pepper Doodle Von Yum Yum—aka “Blossom”—makes her debut as the bookish intern to the show’s slightly neurotic and lovably bumbling canine producer/host, Ruff Ruffman. For new season two games, activities, videos, exclusive podcasts and more, visit pbskidsgo.org/fetch/. For more information on the series, visit pbs.org/pressroom.   
 
My CYBERCHASE Summer, featuring favorite episodes of the popular math-mystery series from the first four seasons of CYBERCHASE, airs from June through August, with companion activities online at pbskidsgo.org/cyberchase/. Each week, the CYBERCHASE episodes scheduled for Mondays will be similarly paired with activities that kids can download and take anywhere to do with friends or parents. In the grown-ups’ section of CYBERCHASE online, parents and educators can find suggestions for continuing to engage kids’ minds all summer long with regular, everyday math activities, honing the skills they’ll need in the new school year. For more information visit pbs.org/pressroom.   
 
ARTHUR premieres its 11th season with five new episodes airing the week of June 25th-29th (check local listings). The premiere episode finds Arthur at the beach building sandcastles with DW and Buster—the perfect way to kick off summer. In addition to two new games at pbskidsgo.org/arthur, a fun Arthur online activity for kids will launch, titled “Postcards From You.” Kids can try their hand at filmmaking while learning about media literacy as they brainstorm, film, star in and edit their own stories.  Details are on the Postcards From You Web site - http://pbskids.org/buster/pfy/.
 
ON PBS KIDS
 
What's the Word on the Street? Starting August 13th, the word on SESAME STREET is "literacy."
 

SESAME STREET’s 38th season addresses the ongoing need for early literacy skills such as vocabulary, rhyming, and letter sounds. Each new episode begins with a "'What's the Word on the Street?" interview with people and animals of all ages who introduce and define the day's "Word on the Street." These words, such as "tricycle," "predicament" and "squid" are repeated later in the show as part of the “street” scene and in a series of hilarious celebrity clips in which stars such as Jon Stewart and Ellen DeGeneres help explain the meaning of the day's word. 
 
As always, new episodes of SESAME STREET also embrace pop culture with comic parodies such as "A's Anatomy," and "Meal or No Meal," and well known celebrity guests including Grammy nominated hip-hop artist, Chris Brown and CNN anchor, Anderson Cooper. All new street scenes such as "Amazing Alphabet Race" and "The Letter P Game," music, animation and live action films add to the mix -- all designed to educate, delight, and help children be better prepared for school.  
 
ONLINE AT pbskids.org AND pbskidsgo.org
 
On both pbskids.org and pbskidsgo.org, kids can find games and activities for family vacations, road trips, sing-alongs, rainy days, nature exploration and more. Parents, caregivers and teachers can find accompanying online and printable materials at PBS Parents (pbsparents.org) and the new PBS Teachers site (pbs.org/teachers).
 
New for preschoolers this summer is Dot’s Story Factory.  As part of the second season of the PBS KIDS preschool destination with Miss Lori and Hooper, PBS KIDS will feature kid-generated content on-air and online in the form of stories and pictures. 
 
Designed for preschoolers and their parents, Dot’s Story Factory is an age-appropriate narrative tool that supports the development of skills, and allows the creation of compelling stories that will be shared online and spotlighted on television.  Developmentally, preschoolers are learning that stories have a clear structure and specific elements. As they listen to stories they are beginning to understand that stories have a beginning, middle and end. Dot’s Story Factory invites kids to submit 3 slides - a beginning, middle, and end - of a story relevant to the themes featured within the preschool block on-air and online. They can draw, use “stickers” of PBS KIDS characters and iconography, and have someone help them input text or upload photos, if they choose. Children can also submit their stories via postal mail. Dot’s Story Factory launches June 5 on pbskids.org.  
 
FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
 
Beginning in June, PBS Parents will showcase “Summer Days: Time for Fun and Learning,” a collection of the great summertime resources available on pbskids.org. 
 
Given the increased amount of time kids may spend online over the summer months, PBS Parents will also feature a June Expert Q&A with Anastasia Goodstein, the author of “Totally Wired: What Teens and Tweens Are Really Doing Online,” discussing the online habits of teens and tweens and the concerns of their parents.
 
On PBS Teachers, a printable guide outlining “Summer Keep Up Skills” is available for download.  This one-sheet document offers suggestions that teachers can print and give to parents at the end of the school year. 
 
Below is a sampling of links to some of the great summer content on pbskids.org, pbskidsgo.org, PBS Parents and PBS Teachers.  
 
pbskids.org activities for Summer/Vacations
http://pbskids.org/arthur/parentsteachers/activities/acts/summer_plans.html
http://pbskids.org/readingrainbow/family/activities/activity103.html
http://pbskids.org/wayback/summer/
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/family/vacations/index.html
 
pbskids.org activities for Rainy Days 
http://pbskidsgo.org/arthur/parentsteachers/activities/acts/rainy_days.html
http://pbskidsgo.org/arthur/parentsteachers/activities/acts/rain_project.html
 
PBS Parents Summer Days: Time for Fun and Learning 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/special/summer.html
 
PBS Parents Nature Activities
http://www.pbs.org/parents/parenthelpers/keepactive.html
http://www.pbs.org/parents/parenthelpers/earth.html
 
PBS Parents Boredom Busters
http://www.pbs.org/parents/parenthelpers/boredom.html
http://www.pbs.org/parents/parenthelpers/rainyday.html
  
PBS Parents Activities for Family Car Trips
http://www.pbs.org/parents/readinglanguage/articles/cartalk/main.html
http://www.pbs.org/parents/earlymath/act_p_track.html
http://www.pbs.org/parents/earlymath/act_p_spy.html
 
PBS Teachers Summer Keep Up Skills
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/earlychildhood/connecting/printablearchive-pdf.html 
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