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UNEARTH THE UNEXPECTED WITH NEW SERIES, MYSTERIES, SCIENCE AND MORE THIS SUMMER ON PBS 
– Josh Groban, Eric Clapton, Kenneth Branagh, Neil Young, Stevie Wonder, Garrison Keillor, Yo-Yo Ma, Joshua Bell and Idina Menzel Entertain This Summer on PBS –
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	Chelsea Rose helps investigate America’s mysterious roots at Roanoke Island in the series premiere of TIME TEAM AMERICA, debuting July 8 on PBS.
Credit: Crystal Street


ARLINGTON, VA; APRIL 17, 2009 -- This summer, viewers can delve deep into the trenches of America’s most intriguing archaeological sites with the premiere of the PBS series TIME TEAM AMERICA. On PBS’ newest primetime series, airing Wednesdays, beginning July 8, a team of top scientists rushes to uncover the buried secrets at historical sites across the country. 
Sundays on PBS belong to the cunning detectives of MASTERPIECE MYSTERY!, beginning May 10, as Kenneth Branagh’s Kurt Wallander and Agatha Christie’s Poirot and Miss Marple embark upon new tales of murder and strife.

On Mondays, beginning June 22, HISTORY DETECTIVES welcomes a new guest co-host, Eduardo Pagán, who joins Wesley Cowan, Elyse Luray, Gwendolyn Wright and Tukufu Zuberi in investigating the historical mysteries behind family legends, folklore and interesting objects.

Host Neil deGrasse Tyson and new correspondent Ziya Tong (WIRED SCIENCE) tackle provocative stories from the frontlines of science, technology and medicine on Tuesdays, beginning June 30, in NOVA scienceNOW’s fourth season.

Throughout the summer, PBS also hosts world-class entertainers like Josh Groban, Eric Clapton, Neil Young, Stevie Wonder, Garrison Keillor, Yo-Yo Ma, Joshua Bell, Wicked’s Idina Menzel and Rent’s Adam Pascal in performance specials and biographies on GREAT PERFORMANCES, AMERICAN MASTERS, A CAPITOL FOURTH, SOUNDSTAGE and more.
This summer, PBS KIDS offers young explorers a series of adventures with the Super Readers, beginning with a literacy-powered two-hour special, SUPER WHY! – HURRAY FOR HEROES, on Memorial Day. On PBS KIDS GO!, WORDGIRL faces definition dilemmas as the Botsfords’ family vacation is diverted by the dastardly Dr. Two-Brains in new episodes premiering the week of July 13 as part of the WORDGIRL Summer Road Trip.
Highlights of PBS’ summer 2009 season beginning Memorial Day weekend include:

MAY
NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT (2009)
Sunday, May 24, 2009, 8:00-9:30; rpt. 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

The annual concert from the National Mall, co-hosted by Gary Sinise and Joe Mantegna, features dramatic readings, documentary footage and live musical performances, with an all-star line-up of dignitaries, actors and musical artists.

GREAT PERFORMANCES “In the Heights: Chasing Broadway Dreams”

Wednesday, May 27, 2009, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Program follows the cast and creative team of the Tony Award-winning In the Heights as they embark on the production of an original musical.
AMERICAN MASTERS “Hollywood Chinese”

Wednesday, May 27, 2009, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Documentary brings together a group of actors, writers, directors — and iconic film images — to examine how Chinese people have contributed to and been portrayed in films.

MASTERPIECE MYSTERY! “Wallander: One Step Behind” *Miniseries Finale*
Sunday, May 31, 2009, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET
Three young people celebrating Midsummer’s Eve in a secluded meadow are ritually gunned down — and the murders have only just begun. Kenneth Branagh stars as Inspector Kurt Wallander.

JUNE

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble”

Tuesday, June 9, 2009, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET

The Silk Road Ensemble performs with renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma in this presentation from Lincoln Center in New York City. 

AMERICAN MASTERS “Neil Young: Don’t Be Denied”
Wednesday, June 10, 2009, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

In his own words, Neil Young traces his musical journey, from his rise in the 60s, his solo artist period in the 70s, his 80s embrace of the New Wave and collaboration with Devo and his current pursuit of a more eclectic musical approach.

GREAT PERFORMANCES “Chess in Concert”

Wednesday, June 17, 2009, 8:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Idina Menzel, Adam Pascal and Josh Groban perform in a spectacular London concert revival of the 1986 cult musical Chess by ABBA’s Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus with Tim Rice.

– more –
MASTERPIECE MYSTERY! “Poirot” *Miniseries Premiere*
Sundays, June 21-28, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

David Suchet returns to his signature role as suave Belgian supersleuth Hercule Poirot in two new mysteries based on the novels by Agatha Christie.

HISTORY DETECTIVES *Season Premiere*
Mondays, June 22-29, 2009, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Wes Cowan, Elyse Luray, Gwendolyn Wright, Tukufu Zuberi and guest host Eduardo Pagán prove that an object found in an attic or backyard might be anything but ordinary.

THE MUSIC INSTINCT: SCIENCE AND SONG

Wednesday, June 24, 2009, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

A groundbreaking exploration into how and why the human organism is moved by music.

NOVA “My Musical Brain”
Tuesday, June 30, 2009, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Through case studies from neurologist Dr. Oliver Sacks’ latest book, NOVA investigates the extraordinary impact music can have on the human brain.

NOVA scienceNOW *Season Premiere*
Tuesday, June 30, 2009, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Neil deGrasse Tyson hosts NOVA’s fast-paced science magazine series’ fourth season. Featured in the premiere are artificial diamonds, anthrax attacks, “AutoTune” and a profile of Luis von Ahn.

JULY
AMERICAN MASTERS “Garrison Keillor: The Man on the Radio in the Red Shoes”

Wednesday, July 1, 2009, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET

Follows raconteur Garrison Keillor — and his crew of actors, musicians and technical staff — as he criss-crosses the country, broadcasting, recording and revealing himself.

A CAPITOL FOURTH
Saturday, July 4, 2009, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET; rpt. 9:30-11:00 p.m. ET

America’s biggest birthday party airs live from the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol.

MASTERPIECE MYSTERY! “Agatha Christie’s Miss Marple, Series IV” *Miniseries Premiere*
Sundays, July 5-26, 2009, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Acclaimed British actress Julia McKenzie takes over the iconic role of spinster sleuth Miss Marple.

HISTORY DETECTIVES

Mondays, July 6-27, 2009, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Wes Cowan, Elyse Luray, Gwendolyn Wright, Tukufu Zuberi and guest host Eduardo Pagán prove that an object found in an attic or backyard might be anything but ordinary. 
– more –
NOVA scienceNOW

Tuesdays, July 7-28, 2009, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Neil deGrasse Tyson hosts NOVA’s fast-paced science magazine series’ fourth season. Each episode covers four scientific-based topics. Featured stories this month include rockets to the moon; the oldest known organic molecules on earth; neuronal processes that lead to producing sound; and more.
TIME TEAM AMERICA *Series Premiere*
Wednesdays, July 8-29, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Top scientists have three days to days to uncover the buried secrets of an assigned archaeological dig. In the premiere episode, the team investigates the nation’s mysterious roots at Roanoke Island. Other episodes feature digs in South Carolina, Illinois and Utah. 
THE ASCENT OF MONEY

Wednesdays, July 8-29, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Money matters. Niall Ferguson demonstrates that finance is, in fact, the foundation of human progress.

AUGUST
HISTORY DETECTIVES 

Mondays, August 10-31, 2009, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Wes Cowan, Elyse Luray, Gwendolyn Wright, Tukufu Zuberi and guest host Eduardo Pagán prove that an object found in an attic or backyard might be anything but ordinary.

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “Joshua Bell: Mostly Mozart Festival” (w.t.)
Wednesday, August 12, 2009, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

The Mostly Mozart Festival marks the 200th anniversaries of Haydn’s death and Mendelssohn’s birth, as maestro Louis Langrée leads the Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra with master violinist Joshua Bell.
TIME TEAM AMERICA *Season Finale*
Wednesday, August 5, 2009, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Top scientists piece together the past of an archaeological dig site in three days, using the latest technology, decades of combined experience and their own sharp wits. In this episode, the team explores the history buried in the remains of Fort James

GREAT PERFORMANCES “Harlem in Montmartre” 

Wednesday, August 26, 2009, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

A picture of the African-American expatriate community in Paris between the First and Second World Wars.

SPECIAL PROGRAMMING AIRING IN SUMMER 2009 ON PBS

PBS special programming invites viewers to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; hear diverse viewpoints; and take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. These programs are part of special programming airing on PBS stations in June and August 2009 (check local listings):

– more –
June
· AMERICA’S HOME COOKING: EASY RECIPES FOR THRIFTY COOKING

· THE BIG BAND YEARS

· DAVID GARRETT: LIVE IN BERLIN

· DR. WAYNE DYER: EXCUSES BEGONE!
· FREEDOM SONGS: THE MUSIC OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

· GREAT PERFORMANCES “Stevie Wonder: Live at Last” 
· GREAT PERFORMANCES “Eric Clapton and Steve Winwood: In Concert From Madison Square Garden”
· JOSH GROBAN, AN EVENING IN NEW YORK CITY
· FILLMORE: THE LAST DAYS
August
· THE BEST OF BROADWAY’S LOST TREASURES

· GET DOWN TONIGHT – THE DISCO EXPLOSION
· MY MUSIC: MOTOWN, PART TWO (w.t.)
· SPIRIT OF BRAZIL

PBS, with its 357 member stations, offers all Americans —from every walk of life — the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches more than 115 million people on-air and online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; hear diverse viewpoints; and take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and Web site, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet.

– PBS –

CONTACTS: Joe Miller, PBS, 703-739-5793; jwmiller@pbs.org
Michelle Werts, PBS, 703-739-5135; mjwerts@pbs.org 

Jill Corderman, PBS KIDS, 703-739-5788; jcorderman@pbs.org  
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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