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“PENNSYLVANIA BALLET AT 50” PRESENTS DAZZLING PERFORMANCES IN THREE SPECTACULAR WORKS
Debuts Friday, May 2, 2014 at 9:00pm ET on PBS

[bookmark: _GoBack]PHILADELPHIA, March 26, 2014 — PENNSYLVANIA BALLET AT 50 showcases one of Philadelphia’s cultural treasures, Pennsylvania Ballet, and honors the company’s golden anniversary. The program, featuring three very different signature ballets, premieres nationwide Friday, May 2, 2014, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings). 

Produced by WHYY in Philadelphia, PENNSYLVANIA BALLET AT 50 is a one-hour show featuring the company’s 50th anniversary celebration performance from October 2013 at Philadelphia’s historic Academy of Music. The program highlights spectacular performances alongside exclusive interviews with Barbara Weisberger, Pennsylvania Ballet founder, and Roy Kaiser, artistic director of the company. Multi-Emmy Award-winning director of dance documentaries, Matthew Diamond, directs the production. Diamond has also directed commercial series such as “Desperate Housewives” and “So You Think You Can Dance.”

A ballet of bold movements and heartfelt emotion, Part I of Christopher Wheeldon’s After the Rain opens the program. Choreographed to music by Arvo Pärt, After the Rain features three couples performing a series of intricate lifts and turns that often mirror one another. Under the Sun Pas de Deux by Margo Sappington originally premiered in Philadelphia and is a fairytale fantasy ballet inspired by American sculptor Alexander Calder’s mobiles, miniature circus, mechanized sculpture and sense of humor. The full ballet follows the adventures of Corolla, the Sun Child, and her hypnotic attraction to the Fantasy Family of the beautiful Etincelle, Queen of the Mobiles. The third featured ballet is “Diamonds” from Jewels by George Balanchine. “Diamonds” is the third section of a three-act ballet that uses music from three composers and recalls the order and grandeur of Imperial Russia and the Maryinsky Theater, where Balanchine was trained. The ballet is choreographed to Tschaikovsky’s Symphony No. 3 in D major, Op. 29. 

“With each ballet, viewers will be provided with a guide of what to look for during the performance,” said Trudi Brown, WHYY executive producer. “Since the production was originally created as a thank you gift to the city of Philadelphia in celebration of the company’s 50th anniversary, it was an exciting challenge to position the performance as entertaining and informative for public television audiences nationwide.”

“Some of the most important and influential ballet dancers in the country were Philadelphians,” said Barbara Weisberger, Pennsylvania Ballet founder. “This program reveals the heart of Pennsylvania Ballet while illuminating its beautiful heritage.”

Pennsylvania Ballet is one of the premier ballet companies in the United States and has been at the forefront of American dance since 1963. The company has earned a national reputation for its impassioned artistry and technical virtuosity and has received widespread critical acclaim for its performances of a diverse classical and contemporary repertoire with a Balanchine base. Captured in this production, the energy and exuberance of its versatile dancers are the company’s enduring signature. 

“My first love is dance; one of the first professional companies I ever appeared with was the Pennsylvania Ballet,” said director Mathew Diamond. “I'm very dedicated to making extraordinary ballet and dance accessible around the country.”
PENNSYLVANIA BALLET AT 50 is part of the ongoing, multi-platform “PBS Arts” initiative, which highlights PBS’s commitment to the performing and visual arts, and gives millions of viewers a front-row seat and a backstage pass for the best music, theater, dance, art, and cultural history programs on-air and online.  For more information, www.pbs.org/arts.
Executive producer is WHYY’s Trudi Brown. Producer is Molly McBride. Performance recorded in collaboration with Pennsylvania Ballet. Lead sponsors are Joseph and Marie Field, Janet and James Averill, Ford Foundation, Elizabeth R. Moran, PBS and The Pew Charitable Trusts.

About WHYY
For nearly sixty years, WHYY has been Greater Philadelphia's leading public media provider, serving southeastern Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey and all of Delaware. WHYY takes pride in bringing audiences news when they need it, entertainment when they want it, and education when it counts- on television, radio, the Web and in the community. WHYY-TV is the primary PBS station in the Delaware Valley, reaching and engaging 750,000 viewers a week. With 350,000 listeners a week, WHYY-FM (90.9) is the leading public radio station in the region. It is Greater Philadelphia’s only NPR station that focuses on news and information. Launched in 2010, WHYY’s NewsWorks.org is the online home of WHYY News and its network of journalism partners in Philadelphia, South Jersey and Delaware. For more information, visit WHYY.org.

About Pennsylvania Ballet
Founded in 1963 by Balanchine student and protégée Barbara Weisberger, Pennsylvania Ballet is one of the nation’s leading ballet companies. Headquartered in Philadelphia, the Company’s annual local season features six programs of classic favorites and new works, including the Philadelphia holiday tradition, George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker™.  For more information, visit paballet.org or call 215.551.7000.

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 120 million people through television and over 29 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.
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