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Tom Kleespie
Biography

Tom Kleespie, senior producer for KUAT 6, has traveled to deserts ranging from above 16,000 feet in the Andes to below sea level in California for his work on The Desert Speaks, now in its 18th season. Tom has produced the program since it came to KUAT and has nurtured its growth from a small local series to a high-definition production that now airs on 339 PBS stations. The Desert Speaks has won multiple regional and national awards including 24 Emmy Awards.
Tom also produces other major programs for KUAT 6. Phoenix Mars Mission: Ashes to Ice, premiered in November 2007. The one-hour production follows the UA-led mission’s meticulous preparations through its spectacular pre-dawn launch from Cape Canaveral, Florida. PBS will air Phoenix Mars Mission: Ashes to Ice nationally on May 22, 2008. Tom has already begun work on a follow-up program that will trace the spacecraft’s journey to Mars, expected landing in May 2008, and UA-led scientific research on the Red Planet. The program is slated to air in 2009.
Tom has produced three one-hour programs about World War II. The newest, Tucson Remembers: War in the Pacific will premiere in spring 2008. He previously produced Tucson Remembers: The War Years and Tucson Remembers: The Battle for Europe which made their debuts in December 2006 and September 2007 to wide acclaim. Tom has a special gift for bringing out poignant stories and getting people to share intimate memories. Nowhere is this gift more evident than in all three Tucson Remembers episodes, in which World War II veterans share their stories from the privacy of their homes. In some cases, the veterans’ families learned something about their loved ones they never knew before. 
In Tom’s 2005 documentary A Show of Courage, seven Southern Arizona cancer patients allowed Tom and co-producer Martin Rubio into their lives through months of cancer treatments and preparations for a celebration of life: a special fashion show. The program ended with their triumphant walk down the runway along with 13 other cancer survivors. A segment featuring one of the survivors from A Show of Courage that Tom and Martin co-produced for Arizona Illustrated won a 2006 Emmy Award.

Tom joined KUAT 31 years ago as a member of the student production crew. Four years later, he became a full-time studio supervisor. He also did a four-year stint directing Arizona Illustrated, was a KUAT membership pledge producer, and worked for two years as a producer/director for South Dakota Public Television.
KUAT General Manager Jack Gibson says, “It’s rare for a station in a market the size of Tucson to produce a series of The Desert Speaks ’ caliber. It airs in high definition (HDTV) on 285 public television stations across the country, and the Discovery Channel’s Discovery HD Theater. Another 54 stations broadcast the analog version of the series. Its success is due in no small part to the professionalism and creativity of The Desert Speaks production team, led so aptly by Tom. He is a gifted producer and a delight to work with … KUAT is indeed fortunate to have him on our team.”
Tom is a native Tucsonan. He enjoys spending time with his two grown children, Nick and Lacy, and also likes to cook and go camping.
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