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DICK CAVETT

In a musty church basement in rural Nebraska, a teenage Dick Cavett made a point to talk to the evening’s performer — a magician.  The traveling illusionist took a liking to Cavett, and offered words of encouragement.  The magician’s name: Johnny Carson.  It was just the first of many occasions when these two pioneers would cross paths. 

After a Yale education, Cavett was determined to get into show business — and impulsively wrote a two-page monologue for TV talk host Jack Paar.  Cavett made his away to NBC studios and then passed his notes along to a bemused Paar.  Thus began Cavett's career as a comedy writer, not only for Paar but also for Merv Griffin and Johnny Carson
Encouraged by such showbiz friends as Woody Allen and Groucho Marx, Cavett became a standup comedian.  His success led to an offer from ABC to host a daytime talk show in 1968.  The Dick Cavett Show was quickly moved to late night where it aired opposite The Tonight Show for several years.  Cavett’s show captured the youth audience and was seen as an intellectual’s alternative to Carson.

The Dick Cavett Show was closely monitored by the Nixon White House, which saw the program as a platform for “subversive” celebrities.  Cavett also has the unique distinction of being the only talk show host to have one of his guests actually die during an interview.  In addition, Cavett’s December 1, 1971 interview with Normal Mailer and Gore Vidal stands as perhaps the most controversial in late night history. 

Later, Cavett went on to host a daily PBS interview series and helmed similar programs on USA and CNBC.

TIM CONWAY

In high school, Tim Conway excelled in sports.  He points to this athletic training as the ideal preparation for physical comedy.  Considered one of America’s comedic icons, Conway is best known for the 11-years he spent on The Carol Burnett Show during which time he garnered five Emmy Awards and a Golden Globe.  

Conway made his professional debut on The Steve Allen Show in 1956.  Allen regularly involved Conway in unusual stunts like jumping into vats of jello, or swimming with killer porpoises.  Soon, Conway landed a role on McHale’s Navy and later The Carol Burnett Show.  His lengthy list of television credits also include three self-titled variety shows and one sitcom, along with recurring roles and guest appearances on such series as 7th Heaven, Yes Dear, SpongeBob Square Pants, Married with Children, Cosby, Mad About You and Coach.
Conway also has been a contributing force to film as both an actor and writer in films such as The Apply Dumpling Gang series, The Billion Dollar Hobo (which he wrote and starred in), The Prize Fighter and Private Eyes

He has received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, has been inducted into the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences’ Hall of Fame, and achieved Disney Legend ranking.

PHYLLIS DILLER

Phyllis Diller has been in show business for five decades, having starred on television, film, and on the stage, in addition to being an author and headlining in venues all around the world as a professional comic.  

Diller made her television debut on the Groucho Marx game show, You Bet Your Life.  But it was her appearances on Ed Sullivan’s Toast of the Town that brought her to the attention of most Americans.  She soon became a favorite of Jack Paar and, later, Johnny Carson.  Diller appeared on the top-rated late-night episode of all time — the night Tiny Tim was married on The Tonight Show.
Diller starred in three television series, countless specials, and has made guest appearances on hundreds of top-rated shows.  She also has been seen on the big screen in movies such as Elia Kazan’s Splendor in the Grass, Elmer Rice’s prize-winning satire, The Adding Machine, Silence of the Hams, Boy! Did I Get A Wrong Number (with long-time friend Bob Hope), and Wisecracks, a feature-length documentary on women in comedy.  

Although films and television have been important to her success, Diller has a special fondness for “live” performance, for which she writes most of her own material. 

In the course of her career, Diller has won many awards in recognition of her talent and her philanthropic activities.  She has been named Celebrity Businesswoman of the Year by the National Association of Women Business Owners and received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Annual Comedy Awards.  Other honors include the Golden Apple from the Hollywood Women’s Press Club, the USO Liberty Bell Award, the AMC Cancer Institute Humanitarian Award, an induction into the Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame for her contribution as entertainer, author and actress and a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

ED MCMAHON 
Ed McMahon coined the most-popular catchphrase in American history: “Herrrrre’s Johnny.”  McMahon was much more than just an announcer on Johnny Carson’s Tonight Show — he served as Johnny’s straight man for countless sketches and comedy bits.  In the process, he created the modern sidekick, and became one of the most recognizable, respected and popular men in his field.
McMahon also hosted the popular syndicated show, Ed McMahon’s STAR SEARCH, which helped launch the careers of Lara Flynn Boyle, Sharon Stone, Dennis Miller, Rosie O’Donnell, Britney Spears, Usher, Martin Lawrence, Drew Carey and a myriad of others.  He also has hosted several specials and telethons including:  How Do They Do That?, TV’s Bloopers and Practical Jokes, Whodunnit? and countless special events including Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade; America’s Junior Miss Pageant and Ed McMahon’s Next Big Star (which he also produced). 

Over the years he moved more into acting, appearing in theatrical and television features with such stars as Jane Fonda, Martin Sheen, George Segal, Beau Bridges and Jim Brown.  He also appeared on Broadway in the comedy The Impossible Years.

TONY ORLANDO 

Tony Orlando has conquered every facet of show business, from music to television, movies and Broadway.  Orlando’s singing career began almost accidentally when he recorded a demo for the song “Candida” and became an international sensation with hits including: “Sweet Gypsy Rose,” “He Don’t Love You” and “Tie A Yellow Ribbon ‘Round The Ole Oak Tree.”

Orlando then set his sights on television, which resulted in his highly rated weekly variety series on CBS.  Breaking new ground, it was the first multi-ethnic variety show on television, and gave Orlando the opportunity to work with TV legends like Jackie Gleason.  Later, Orlando teamed with Jerry Lewis for a series of shows in the early 1980s.
Orlando remains one of America’s best-loved personalities and has been a recipient of three American Music Awards and a People’s Choice Award.  He has also received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and has been named Branson’s Entertainer and Vocalist of the Year.  Tony also presents an award of his own, the Yellow Ribbon Medal of Freedom, which has included Bob Hope, BoxCar Willie and Connie Stevens and the Eisenhower family as past recipients.

BETTY WHITE

Betty White has been a staple of television and film for over 40 years, garnering six Emmy Awards during her illustrious career as an actress and hostess.

Beginning with small parts in radio, Betty’s first big break on television was a live local television show in which she appeared on-the-air for five hours every day.  Later, White became a favorite of Jack Paar — appearing dozens of times during his Tonight Show reign.  Similarly, Johnny Carson often asked White to appear in his show’s sketches. 

White starred in several successful comedies including Life with Elizabeth, The Mary Tyler Moore Show and The Golden Girls.  

White also appeared on a wide range of game shows, and was the first woman ever to host a game show series, Just Men.  White was married to Password host Allen Ludden until he passed away in 1981.

Her life long love of animals has led Betty to become involved in several worthy causes including the Morris Animal Foundation and the Board for the Greater Los Angeles Zoo Association.  In addition to her work on behalf of animals, White has received the American Comedy Awards Funniest Female Award and has been inducted in the Television Academy’s Hall of Fame.  

JONATHAN WINTERS

Jonathan Winters got his start in show business by winning a local talent contest in his hometown of Dayton, Ohio.  The performance led him to a job as a disc-jockey on a local radio station in Dayton and later on a television station in Columbus.  In 1953, Winters headed for New York with his wife to make it big, and after three months was getting nightclub bookings.  
As a performer at Manhattan’s Blue Angel nightclub, his reputation as a comic began to grow.  Winters appeared on The Steve Allen Show from 1957-1960 and followed it up with countless performances on The Jack Paar Show, The Andy Williams Show, The Dean Martin Show and The Tonight Show.  His knack for boosting ratings quickly made him television’s number one guest star.  Younger audiences remember Winters for his role as Robin Williams’ co-star on Mork & Mindy.  Winters earlier variety show has the distinction of being the very first television show videotaped in color. 
Winters has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, won an Emmy Award in 1991 and has been nominated for a Golden Globe.  He also has made 10 comedy musical recordings which led him to 10 Grammy nominations and one win.
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