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THE BORDENTOWN SCHOOL




DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

History tends to gather itself around  cathartic moments  and larger-than-life personalities that changed the world. African-American history  is no exception. Often overlooked, un-credited, and sometimes even stigmatized  are the people and institutions that continued to move the cause forward between major clicks on the dial of history.

 In an era of state sanctioned racism, The Bordentown school was a haven for black intellectual activity, cultural identity and ethnic pride.  It was a black space – created by black people for black people.  From 1886 to 1955, it turned out proud, high-achieving graduates ready to navigate through an often hostile white world

Rather than take its place with other historically black schools, the Bordentown school was closed after the Brown vs. Board of Education decision – labeled as a vestige of the Jim Crow era. A  number of Bordentown graduates are still alive, although their  numbers dwindle each year. As a filmmaker, the existence of these living graduates presented an irresistible opportunity to revisit this misunderstood institution and allow them to tell the story of a place out of time that changed their  world and helped to position hundreds of African Americans to be ready for the Civil Rights Movement.
