JOHN BREDAR

John Bredar is senior executive producer of National Geographic Specials. He produced his first film for National Geographic Television in 1989. Since then he has produced 25 more, ranging from historical subjects to films about the natural world. He has worked as an executive producer since 2001. Since 2005, he has overseen production for the National Geographic Specials on PBS as well as serving as co-executive producer for the NOVA-National Geographic Specials, a series of co-branded programs that run on the premier science series on U.S. television. 

In 2009, he received the George Foster Peabody Award as executive producer for “Ape Genius,” a NOVA-National Geographic Special about primate intelligence. Also in 2009, “Ape Genius” as well as “Illicit: The Dark Trade,” a special for PBS for which he was executive producer and co-writer, were nominated for national Emmy Awards for Outstanding Science, Technology or Nature Documentary and Outstanding Investigative Documentary, respectively. In 2005, Bredar received the national Emmy Award for Best Director, for his National Geographic Special, “Arlington: Field of Honor.” He was producer, director and writer of National Geographic’s “Inside the White House” and “Inside the Vatican.” He has been nominated for a total of seven Emmy Awards, winning the Best History Emmy for “Combat Cameramen of World War II” in 1998, and another as executive producer and writer for “Predators at War” in 2006. In 2006, he co-wrote and executive produced the “Gospel of Judas,” one of the highest-rated programs in National Geographic Channel history. 

In 2008, Bredar wrote the treatment for National Geographic Television’s first fully scripted drama, “Darwin’s Darkest Hour,” then went on to serve as the made-for-TV movie’s co-executive producer. The film aired in October 2009. 

In his capacity as an executive producer at National Geographic Television, Bredar has overseen the development, production and post-production of more than 100 programs including live productions and scripted drama. These programs have run on PBS, the National Geographic Channel, NBC and Fox. 

Bredar holds an undergraduate degree in radio, television and film and U.S. history from Northwestern University and a master’s degree in American diplomatic history from Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. He lives in Washington, D.C.

###
ERIC DRAPER

On Eric Draper’s first day as White House photographer, President George W. Bush told him, “Welcome aboard, Eric. We will see the world together.”

He was right. Eight years and 70 countries later, Draper had documented every historic event of the 43rd president’s time in office — and numerous private moments. These include the only behind-the-scenes photos of President Bush on 9/11.

Draper served as special assistant to the president and is the first White House photographer to be named a commissioned officer to the president. Also during his tenure, Draper directed the photographic and archival conversion of the White House Photo Office from film to digital.

Prior to joining the White House, Draper was west regional enterprise photographer for the Associated Press. In eight years with the AP, Draper covered an array of domestic and international news and sports, including 1996 and 2000 presidential campaigns, the O.J. Simpson trial, the Kobe earthquake in Japan, civil unrest in Haiti, the refugee crises in Kosovo, Winter Olympics in Norway and Japan, Summer Olympics in Atlanta and Australia and the 1998 World Cup in France. 

Draper has also worked as a staff photographer for The Seattle Times, the Pasadena Star-News and the Albuquerque Tribune.
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He won the Associated Press Managing Editors’ Award for three consecutive years and the 1999 National Headliner Award, and was named 1992 Photographer of the Year by Scripps Howard Newspapers. He is a graduate of California State University, Long Beach, where he was recognized as a distinguished alumnus in 2002. 

Draper is currently the official campaign photographer for California gubernatorial candidate Meg Whitman and is a freelance corporate, documentary and editorial photographer based in Albuquerque, N.M. 

###
DAVID HUME KENNERLY

James Earl Jones said, “David Hume Kennerly is like Forrest Gump, except he was really there.”

Kennerly has been shooting on the front lines of history for more than 40 years. He has photographed eight wars, as many U.S. presidents, and he has traveled to dozens of countries along the way. 

At 25, the Roseburg, Ore., native won the 1972 Pulitzer Prize for his photos of the Vietnam War and two years later was appointed President Gerald R. Ford’s personal photographer. He has been presented with numerous other honors, among them the Overseas Press Club’s Olivier Rebbot Award for “Best Photographic Reporting from Abroad” for his coverage of Reagan and Gorbachev’s historic first summit meeting in Geneva. He was named “One of the 100 Most Important People in Photography” by American Photo magazine.

Kennerly was nominated for a Primetime Emmy as executive producer of NBC’s “The Taking of Flight 847” and was writer and executive producer of a two-hour NBC pilot, “Shooter,” starring Helen Hunt, based on his Vietnam experiences. “Shooter” won the Emmy for “Outstanding Cinematography.” He is executive producer of the documentary “Portraits of a Lady,” starring former Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, which made the short list of films eligible for the 2008 Academy Award nominations.

Kennerly has been on the masthead of Time magazine, John F. Kennedy Jr.’s George magazine and Life magazine and was a contributing editor for Newsweek for 10 years. He has more than 50 major magazine covers to his credit.

He has published several books of his work: “Shooter,” “Photo Op,” “Seinoff: The Final Days of Seinfeld,” “Photo du Jour” and “Extraordinary Circumstances: The Presidency of Gerald R. Ford.” Most recently he produced “Barack Obama: The Official Inaugural Book” with Bob McNeely, who was President Clinton’s official White House photographer. Kennerly also provided some exclusive behind-the-scenes photographs of President Obama for the project. An exhibition of photographs from this book was mounted in the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C., and seen by more than a million people.
Kennerly is on the board of trustees of the Gerald R. Ford Foundation and the Atlanta Board of Visitors of the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD). His archive is housed at the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History at the University of Texas, Austin. He recently directed a commercial starring former New York mayor Ed Koch shot for New York Presbyterian Hospital.

He has teamed up with the University of Southern California and the Annenberg Center on Communication Leadership & Policy to create The Kennerly Institute, which will blend extraordinary hands-on assignment photography experience with intensive academic inquiry. 
He recently had a retrospective show of his work at the Frank Pictures Gallery at Bergamot Station in Santa Monica, Calif., that was seen by thousands of people.
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Kennerly speaks extensively around the country and has appeared dozens of times at colleges, universities and in front of many diverse groups. He is a member of the elite Canon group, “Explorers of Light,” and lectures frequently at forums sponsored by them.

He was a featured speaker at the July 2010 Aspen Ideas Festival in Aspen, Colo.
Website: www.kennerly.com 
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