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NEW NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SPECIAL
 FOLLOWS PRESIDENTIAL PHOTOGRAPERS AS THEY RECORD HISTORY 

 ‘THE PRESIDENT’S PHOTOGRAPHER: 50 YEARS IN THE OVAL OFFICE’
Premiering Wednesday, Nov. 24, 2010, on PBS (check local listings)
WASHINGTON (July 29, 2010)—For 50 years, presidential photographers have covered it all: upheaval, tragedy, joy — often developing friendships with the presidents they serve. Acting as both visual historians and key links between the public and the presidents, for these photographers no day is the same — whether they are aboard Air Force One, backstage at the State of the Union or in the heart of the West Wing. 
As the 44th president’s chief photographer, Pete Souza is never far behind President Obama. Now, in the new National Geographic Special, “The President’s Photographer: 50 Years in the Oval Office,” airing on PBS on Nov. 24, 2010 (check local listings for times), viewers get to follow Souza, and those who came before him, for a behind-the-scenes look at the everyday grit of the American presidency. It’s a chance to see what it’s like to cover the most powerful man in the world, for history.
Says Souza, “I think creating a good photographic archive for history is the most important part of my job…creating this archive that will live on.” 
The pictures serve as a visual tool that will help future historians understand what went on during the presidency; so far, eight professionals have served as official White House photographers. The idea of shooting for history took hold almost 50 years ago when President Johnson hired the first official presidential photographer, Yoichi Okamoto, known as Okie. He set the gold standard for presidential photography, and he did it on the strength of his unique access.
To a documentary photographer, every presidency has defining stories, and those images are often how we remember a president. For Johnson, it was civil rights and Vietnam. President Reagan is forever tied to the end of the Cold War. President Clinton pursued peace in the Middle East. History has yet to define the Obama administration, but Souza is there to document it, every step of the way.
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“The President’s Photographer: 50 Years in the Oval Office” is produced by National Geographic Television (NGT) exclusively for public television. Producer/director/writer of the program is Jody Lenkoski Schiliro; executive producer is John Bredar; editor is Penny Trams; director of photography is Erin Harvey. 
The official companion book, THE PRESIDENT’S PHOTOGRAPHER: FIFTY YEARS INSIDE THE OVAL OFFICE, is on sale in bookstores Nov. 2. 
NGT is the documentary TV production arm of the National Geographic Society, known around the world for its remarkable visuals and compelling stories. The Society is one of the world’s largest global scientific and educational organizations, supporting field science on every continent. In 1963, NGT broke ground by broadcasting on American network television the first moving pictures from the summit of Everest. Since then, it has continued to push technology to its limits to bring great stories to television audiences worldwide. With 129 Emmy Awards and nearly 1,000 other industry accolades, NGT programming can be seen globally on the National Geographic Channel, as well as terrestrial and other cable and satellite broadcasters worldwide through international sales by National Geographic Television International and on U.S. public television stations. The National Geographic Channel is received by more than 330 million households in 34 languages in 166 countries. 
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans — from every walk of life — the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches more than 120 million people through television and nearly 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its Web site, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet.
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