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Broadcast Dates/Awards

Prime Suspect

January-February 1992

BAFTA: Best Drama Series, Best Actress (Helen Mirren)

Edgar Award: Best TV Feature or Miniseries (Lynda La Plante)

Prime Suspect 2

February-March 1993

Emmy: Outstanding Miniseries

Peabody Award

BAFTA: Best Actress (Helen Mirren)

Edgar Award: Best TV Feature or Miniseries (Lynda La Plante)

Prime Suspect 3

April-May 1994

Emmy: Outstanding Miniseries

Television Critics Association Award: Outstanding Achievement in Movies, Miniseries and Specials

BAFTA: Best Drama Series, Best Actress (Helen Mirren)

Prime Suspect 4

October 1995-May 1996

Emmy: Outstanding Actress in a Miniseries or Special (Helen Mirren)

Prime Suspect 5

February 1997

Emmy: Outstanding Miniseries or Special

Press quotes “In [Jane Tennison], television has one of its all-time great heroines, if so noble a superlative can be used to describe a character who, in essence, is so supreme a bitch.” 

— Robert Sullivan, Vogue
“Next to Mirren, most TV heroines seem as antiseptic as ads, as flat as cartoons. Finally, a real contemporary woman has broken through the skin of television complacency.” 

— David Ansen, Newsweek

“Tennison is nearly all repression, which is what, in Mirren’s skilled hands, makes her so fascinating: Her emotions don’t come at us, we have to lean in and pay attention to grasp her.” 

— Diane Werts, Newsday

“Here is a world of brimming ashtrays, cheap suits, sweaty armpits, greasy chips, and bad shaves. The denizens are crude racists, sexists, homophobes, shakedown artists, and hard-porn fanciers. And that’s just the police.” 

— Christopher Hitchens, Vanity Fair

Mirren on Tennison

“She is a driven, obsessive, vulnerable, unpleasantly egotistical, and confused woman. But she is damn good at what she does…”

“I enjoy disliking her. She isn’t always a nice person. She can be selfish and driven. Those aspects are actually quite attractive in that they are forceful and dramatic. We’re accustomed to seeing neurotic or hysterical women characters — victims — but we rarely see a woman whose faults are directly related to her strengths.”

“…the character I have played that is the closest to [Tennison] is Lady Macbeth.”

Acting

“All you have to do is look like crap on film and everyone thinks you’re a brilliant actress. Actually, all you’ve done is look like crap.”

American actresses

“It’s disappointing to me that so many American actresses are obsessed with good looks. They feel they have to work out in some gym for ten hours a day … They believe they have to be perfect. I mean, please. Life’s too short.”

Becoming a dame

“I will never get used to it. It’s not sitting comfortably on my shoulders at the moment. I’m terribly, terribly proud, ridiculously proud. I just have this feeling that I don’t deserve it and it’s a mistake.”

Tennison on Tennison

“Look, I know what you’ve heard about me. ‘That bloody Jane Tennison, she’ll come storming into your nick, the balls of your best officers trailing from her jaws ... spraying people with claret, threatening resignation...’Well, I just wanted to tell you that I’m not a complete maniac.”

Work assignments

“Look, I’m the only officer of my rank who’s continuously overstepped, sidestepped, or whatever. What do I have to do to prove myself?”

Having sex with a colleague

“Just don’t think that what happened … gives you any special privileges.”

Learning a suspect died in custody

“Well, that’s my promotion down the toilet.”

Being threatened with disciplinary action

“I’m warning you. I won’t go quietly.”

Being told a case is too much for her

“That’s a load of bullshit!”

Mirren facts 

Helen’s real name is Ilyena Lydia Mironoff. Her grandfather was a Russian immigrant and her father used to be a violinist with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. She was once dubbed “the sex queen of the Royal Shakespeare Company” by The Times of London.

In the 60s, she had a Native-American symbol tattooed on her left hand on a Navajo reservation. It’s a symbol of eternal life. “I haven’t had it removed because it’s a reminder that I was sometimes a bad girl in the past.”

Prime Suspect 6: The Last Witness is a Granada/WGBH co-production. It was written by Peter Berry. The director is Tom Hooper. The producer is David Boulter. Andy Harries is executive producer for Granada, and Rebecca Eaton is executive producer for WGBH Boston.

MASTERPIECE THEATRE is closed captioned for deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers, and described for people who are blind or visually impaired by the Media Access Group at WGBH. The descriptive narration is available on the SAP channel of stereo TVs and VCRs. 

For more information about MASTERPIECE THEATRE, visit the series Web site at pbs.org/masterpiece.

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcasting producer. One-third of PBS’ primetime lineup and companion Web content, as well as many public radio favorites, are produced by WGBH. The station also is a pioneer in educational multimedia and in access technologies for people with disabilities.

Press materials and photography are available at pbs.org/pressroom and pressroom.wgbh.org.
