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Ken Burns

Ken Burns has been making documentary films for more than 30 years. Since the Academy Award-nominated Brooklyn Bridge in 1981, he has gone on to direct and produce some of the most acclaimed historical documentaries ever made. The late historian Stephen Ambrose said of Burns’s films, “More Americans get their history from Ken Burns than any other source.” A December 2002 poll conducted by RealScreen magazine listed The Civil War as second only to Robert Flaherty’s Nanook of the North as the “most influential documentary of all time” and named Burns and Robert Flaherty as the “most influential documentary makers” of all time.
PROHIBITION is a new three-part, five-and-a-half-hour documentary directed by Burns and Lynn Novick that tells the story of the rise, rule and fall of the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Premiering October 2, 3 and 4, 2011 on PBS, the film raises questions about how we as a society should try to deal with alcohol and alcoholism, what responsibilities government can and should have for individual behavior and the potential dangers of over expecting government to fix all of our problems. In fact, PROHIBITION tells a story of unintended consequences. 

The story of Prohibition’s rise and fall is a compelling saga that goes far beyond the oft-told tales of gangsters, rum runners, flappers and speakeasies to reveal a complicated and divided nation in the throes of momentous transformation. 
Burns also was the director, producer, co-writer, chief cinematographer, music director and executive producer of the landmark television series The Civil War. This film was the highest-rated series in the history of American public television, prior to Baseball, and attracted an audience of 40 million during its premiere in September 1990. The New York Times called it a masterpiece and said that Burns “takes his place as the most accomplished documentary filmmaker of his generation.” Tom Shales of The Washington Post said, “This is not just good television, nor even just great television. This is heroic television.” The columnist George Will said, “If better use has ever been made of television, I have not seen it and do not expect to see better until Ken Burns turns his prodigious talents to his next project.” The series has been honored with more than 40 major film and television awards, including two Emmy Awards, two Grammy Awards, a Producer of the Year Award from the Producer’s Guild, a People’s Choice Award, a Peabody Award, a duPont-Columbia Award, a D.W. Griffiths Award and the $50,000 Lincoln Prize, among dozens of others.

Burns was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1953. He graduated from Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, in 1975.

Lynn Novick

Lynn Novick has been making acclaimed documentary films about American history for more than 20 years. Since the late 1990s, she has been a directing/producing partner of filmmaker Ken Burns. Their most recent collaboration, PROHIBITION, is a three-part, five-and-a-half-hour series airing on PBS in Fall 2011. It tells the story of the rise, reign and fall of the 18th Amendment to the Constitution and all of its consequences — intended and otherwise. The film raises vital questions that are as relevant today as they were 100 years ago — about means and ends; individual rights and responsibilities; the proper role of government; and, finally, who is, and who is not, a real American.
In 2010, Novick was director/producer with Burns and writer with Burns and David McMahon of The Tenth Inning, a four-hour update of the 1994 series Baseball, which brought the tumultuous story of our national pastime up to the present day. In 2007, she was director/producer with Burns of The War, an epic seven-part series that told the story of the Second World War through the personal accounts of nearly 40 men and women from four American towns. The War received 3 Emmy Awards, as well as the Television Critics’ Association Award for best news and information program of 2007. In 1998, Novick was director/producer with Burns of the two-part biography Frank Lloyd Wright, for which she received a Peabody Award. She also served as producer for two of Burns’s major PBS series, Jazz in 2001 and Baseball in 1994, for which she received an Emmy Award.
She and Burns are currently directing/producing a 10-to-12-hour series for PBS on the history and meaning of the Vietnam War, slated for broadcast in 2016.

A graduate of Yale, she lives in New York City with her husband, Robert Smith, and their two children.

Daniel Okrent
Daniel Okrent is the author of the New York Times bestselling book Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition (2010) and is a senior creative consultant on the Ken Burns and Lynn Novick documentary PROHIBITION. He was the first public editor of The New York Times¸ editor at large at Time, Inc.; and managing editor of Life magazine. He is the author of four previous books, including Great Fortune, a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in history.
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