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Critical Acclaim For 

‘GRANITO: HOW TO NAIL A DICTATOR’
By Peter Kinoy, Pamela Yates and Paco de Onís
“Granito . . . doesn’t simply relate history; it is also part of history.”

—Stephen Holden, The New York Times
“A film that has a tangible effect in seeing a man responsible for genocide called to justice. . . . 
A heartening testament to the notion that, if people will it, monsters can ultimately be vanquished.”

—Dan Persons, Huffington Post
“Yates’s potent and vibrant footage . . . became the 1984 Sundance award winner When the Mountains Tremble—and now, in an uplifting twist more than two decades later, Exhibit A for the prosecution in a Madrid war-crimes tribunal. Granito . . . is easy to root for . . . both a humanitarian legal thriller and 
a quest to find justice through cinema.”

—Aaron Hillis, Village Voice
“Unique. . . . the film is not just an investigation of social injustice but a commentary on the documentary filmmaker’s role in the events he or she chronicles. . . . One of the most striking figures 
in the film is Rigoberta Menchu, a Mayan activist who was at the heart of Mountains and later won 
a Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to halt the genocide.”

—Stephen Farber, The Hollywood Reporter
“Granito demonstrates the power of documentary films as agents of change.”

—Shelley Gabert, Documentary Magazine

“An undeniably powerful condemnation of the crimes by [General Efraín Ríos] Montt and his associates. Yates’ films [Granito and When the Mountains Tremble] helped considerably to . . . ensure the legions 
of dead in Guatemala would have their day in court.”

—Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald
“Granito: How to Nail a Dictator tells the story of how a film became a tiny grain of sand—a granito—that helped tip the scales of justice.”

—Chicago Tribune 
“Part courtroom drama, part political thriller and part war movie, Granito is one of the most compelling, gripping and inspiring documentaries of the year to date. Watching the film, you feel that you’re privy to an insider’s experience in furthering the fight for human rights and justice.”

—Jennifer Merin, About.com

“A shining example of small actions that truly matter on a global scale.”
—David Crumm, ReadTheSpirit.com
“From the highlands and cemeteries of Guatemala to the inner chambers of the Spanish National Court and to film studios in New York, Granito is a journey of brutality, impunity and hope.”

—Anna-Claire Bevan, Revue: Guatemala’s English-language Magazine
“An epic tale of justice. . . . this film has served its purpose—nailing a dictator— and will live on 

to educate about the abuses of power.”

—Geneva Anderson, ART hound
“Proof that documentaries can change things comes tonight on POV.”
—Roger Catlin Online
“Sometimes a film makes history; it doesn’t just document it. Such is the case with Granito, the astonishing new film by Pamela Yates. . . . a riveting, haunting tale of genocide and justice that spans four decades, two films and in many ways, Yates’s own career.”

—Basil Tsiokos, What (Not) to Doc

“The real drama is in the interviews, either conducted or captured by Yates, of Guatemalans who are working for change. . . . We sense the pain, the strength, and the thirst for justice that motivates them—and, presumably, all their fellow granitos.”
—Elise Nakhnikian, The L Magazine
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