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Critical Acclaim For

‘I’M CAROLYN PARKER: THE GOOD, THE MAD, AND THE BEAUTIFUL’

By Jonathan Demme
“Marvelous. . . . You are not just observing somebody’s life, but spending time in her company. . . . 

a reminder of Mr. Demme’s unassuming, ardent humanism. . . . The movie’s subtle, powerful argument is that Katrina was not—should not be, for any American—something that happened to strangers. . . . [Parker] is undoubtedly someone you should know.”

—A.O. Scott, The New York Times
“A compelling portrait of how people recover from catastrophic events. . . . Parker’s indomitable spirit intrigued Demme from the moment he first spotted her.” 

—Kathy Finn, Reuters
“It’s a film about two friends hanging out in New Orleans. One is trying to rebuild her life. The other, an Academy Award-winning director, happens to be holding a video camera. And what a patient, intimate camera it is. It’s a remarkable documentary on many levels.” 
—Dave Walker, The Times-Picayune, New Orleans
“The film is titled I’m Carolyn Parker: The Good, the Mad, and the Beautiful, and indeed Carolyn Parker is all those things and more.”
—Jeffrey Brown, PBS NewsHour Art Beat
“Engaging . . . a classic piece of Americana made for television, where it will enter an enlightening piece in the historical record.”

—Deborah Young, The Hollywood Reporter
“Parker makes a memorable camera subject perfectly suited to Demme's scruffy, affectionate documaking. . . . this small screen-bound item reps a worthy addition to the growing body of work on Katrina and its still-ongoing aftermath.”
—Justin Chang, Variety

“Moving and intimate. . . . A cut above most nonfiction explorations of Katrina, thanks to the 
ever-empathetic Demme's talent for showcasing the uniquely human qualities of every person he films.”

—Keith Uhlich, Time Out New York
“An insightful and at times moving eye on the ground of the day-to-day struggles that are still common for many. . . . [Parker] has the strength of will to stand up for what she believes in, and take life’s knocks and refuse to be stopped. Through [her] resilience and welcoming heart, we see the often indescribable qualities that make up some of the most important and undersung citizens of the country.”

—Kevin Jagernauth, Indiewire
“We know that thousands of others are not as lucky or as optimistic as Parker, but celebrating her resilience is one way of making it contagious.”

—Joseph Jon Lanthier, Slant Magazine
“A remarkable portrait of a remarkable woman.”

—Cynthia Fuchs, PopMatters.com
“If you care about Americans struggling to survive in the poorest corners of our country, then don’t miss Carolyn Parker. She’s pushed the front door open for the filmmakers—and for the rest of America, too.”
—David Crumm, ReadtheSpirit.com
“Demme is a humanist and a thoughtful filmmaker. . . . the perspective of a singular, extraordinary person like Parker contains a wealth of wisdom.”

—Simon Abrams, The Village Voice
“A hymn to the indomitable greatness of the American spirit, Jonathan Demme’s documentary . . . is just the kind of shot in the arm needed right now.”

—Dan Fainaru, Screen Daily
“Low-fi but big-hearted filmmaking, a wholly embraceable portrait of New Orleans personified.”

—Mike Scott, The Times-Picayune, New Orleans
 “A worthwhile documentary subject. . . . [Parker] draws the attention of every single person in a room.”

—Matt Goldberg, Collider
“[This] rough-and-ready, intimate documentary is a warm and rousing portrait of an opinionated and fearless woman fighting against adversity with humor and strength, [and] offers a window on life, past and present, in New Orleans.”
—Dave Calhoun, Time Out London
“[A] spellbinding film. . . . Demme allows Parker to tell her story (and speak her own mind) in her own way. . . . It works fantastically.”

—Terry Mulcahy, Film4, United Kingdom
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