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Simon Kilmurry, Executive Director, American Documentary | POV; Executive Producer, POV
Simon Kilmurry joined American Documentary | POV in 1999 and was appointed executive director in 2006. He oversees all aspects of American Documentary’s programs and operations, including the production of POV (Point of View), PBS’ award-winning documentary film series. Since 2006, POV has been honored with a Special Emmy for Excellence in Television Documentary Filmmaking, a Primetime Emmy, eight News and Documentary Emmys, 41 Emmy nominations, four Academy Award® nominations, four Peabody Awards, two duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards, two International Documentary Association Awards for Best Continuing Series, a Webby Award and the National Association of Latino Independent Producers (NALIP) Corporate Commitment to Diversity Award.

Since joining American Documentary, Kilmurry has been involved in the production and distribution of more than 200 POV films and special presentations, including a live town-hall meeting with ABC News’ Nightline and the PBS miniseries Right Here, Right Now. He has helped lead new initiatives to increase POV’s reach and diversity, including the Diverse Voices Project, which supports emerging filmmakers, and the online series Borders. 
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Bernardo Ruiz, Writer/Director/Producer, “Reportero”
“Reportero” is Bernardo Ruiz’s first documentary feature. Previously, he worked as a journeyman director/producer for PBS and a variety of commercial and cable networks. In 2008 he wrote and produced the ALMA Award-winning film Roberto Clemente for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. 

Ruiz founded QUIET PICTURES in 2007 to produce aesthetically innovative and socially relevant documentary films for all platforms.

Ruiz began his public media career in 2000, working as an associate producer on the four-part PBS series Matters of Race. Subsequently, he worked as a freelance producer for POV’s Webby Award-winning Borders, PBS’ first web-only documentary series, and co-produced the POV documentary “The Sixth Section,” winner of the 2003 Morelia International Film Festival short documentary prize. He has directed and produced programming for PBS, WGBH, MTV, the Discovery Networks, Travel Channel, Planet Green and the National Geographic Channel.

Ruiz is the recipient of a New York Foundation for the Arts fellowship in film and has held writing residencies at Yaddo, Ledig House, La Napoule Art Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation’s Bellagio Center. He is a member of the Writers Guild of America East and serves on the board of directors of NALIP.
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Adela Navarro Bello, General Director, Zeta; Subject of “Reportero”
Adela Navarro Bello is the general director of the weekly magazine Zeta in the border city of Tijuana, Mexico. Created in 1980, Zeta is one of the only publications that regularly runs investigative pieces on organized crime, drug trafficking and corruption in Mexico’s northern states, where self-censorship is rampant. The cost of Zeta’s coverage of crime along the U.S.-Mexico border has been high: Héctor Félix Miranda, co-founder of the magazine, was killed in 1988, and co-editor Francisco Ortiz Franco was murdered in 2004. In 1997, after an assassination attempt against Zeta founder and then director Jesús Blancornelas during which one of his bodyguards was killed, Mexican authorities provided Navarro Bello with a bulletproof vest and two bodyguards. 

Before becoming general director of Zeta, Navarro Bello worked as a writer, columnist and a member of the editorial board. During more than 20 years of journalistic reporting for Zeta, she has interviewed Mexico’s top political figures, including presidents, governors and party leaders. In 1996 she graduated from Universidad Autónoma de Baja California, where she studied communications.

For her fearless reporting, Navarro Bello was named one of Newsweek’s “150 Women Who Shake the World” in 2012. She was also named 2012 San Diego Journalist of the Year by the Society of Professional Journalists and is the recipient of a 2011 International Women’s Media Foundation Courage in Journalism Award. In 2007, she won an International Press Freedom Award from the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), given in recognition of courage in defending press freedom in the face of attacks, threats or imprisonment.
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Ioan Grillo, Journalist/Writer/Television Producer; Author of El Narco: Inside Mexico's Criminal Insurgency

I’m a journalist, writer and TV producer based in Mexico City. I’ve been covering Latin America since 2001 for news media, including Time, CNN, the Associated Press, GlobalPost, Houston Chronicle, PBS NewsHour, Al Jazeera English, France 24, CBC, Sunday Telegraph, The Sunday Times, Gatopardo and San Francisco Chronicle. El Narco: Inside Mexico’s Criminal Insurgency is my first book and was chosen as BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week in January 2012 and nominated for the Guardian First Book Award in 2011.

I started covering drug cartels from my early days here. I was fascinated by these ghost-like figures who made $30 billion a year, were idolized in popular songs and miraculously escaped the Mexican army and DEA. Over the decade I followed the mystery to endless murder scenes on bullet-ridden streets, mountains where drugs are born and scarred criminals from prison cells to luxury condos.

Mexico’s drug war has morphed into a horrific conflict with brutal beheadings, massacres and mass graves. Journalists here found ourselves reporting on a human tragedy of epic proportions — with a never-ending trail of grieving parents and atrocities comparable to brutal civil wars. The need for better understanding to help find a way out of this hole has become more important than ever.

I cover the other major issues of Latin America such as natural disasters (including the Haiti earthquake), the battle between left and right (including the Honduras coup) and the vast human wave of emigration to El Norte. I co-directed three short films with John Dickie: Barrios Beats and Blood (which received an honorary mention at the Monterrey International Film Festival 2011), Bajamar Ballad and The Gangsters’ Granny. 

I was part of the team that received a New York Press Club journalism award in 2011 for coverage of the Haiti earthquake for Time.com; the team that received an Edward R. Murrow Award for the “On Location” video series for GlobalPost; and the team that received a Society of American Business Editors and Writers award in 2009 for coverage of the world economic crisis for GlobalPost.
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Mike O’Connor, Mexico Representative, Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)

Mike O’Connor began reporting overseas in 1983 as the CBS News correspondent covering the wars in El Salvador and Nicaragua. He later covered Central America for NPR and The New York Times, and for the Times covered the series of wars and the hopelessness in the former Yugoslavia as that country disintegrated. He then covered the Palestinian territories and Israel for NPR. He is now the Mexico representative for the Committee to Protect Journalists and the author of a CPJ special report, “Journalist Murders Spotlight Honduran Government Failures.”

The CPJ is an independent, nonprofit organization founded in 1981 to promote press freedom worldwide by defending the rights of journalists to report the news without fear of reprisal. A group of U.S. foreign correspondents created CPJ in response to the often brutal treatment of their foreign colleagues by authoritarian governments and other enemies of independent journalism. 
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Robert Rosenthal, Executive Director, Center for Investigative Reporting

Award-winning journalist Robert Rosenthal has worked for some of the most respected newspapers in the country, including The New York Times, The Boston Globe, Philadelphia Inquirer and, most recently, San Francisco Chronicle. Rosenthal worked for 22 years at the Inquirer, starting as a reporter and eventually becoming its executive editor in 1998. He became managing editor of the San Francisco Chronicle in late 2002 and joined the Center for Investigative Reporting as executive director in 2008. Before joining the Inquirer in 1979, Rosenthal worked as a reporter for six years at The Boston Globe and for three-and-a-half years at The New York Times, where he was a news assistant on the foreign desk and an editorial assistant on the Pulitzer Prize-winning Pentagon Papers project. 

As a reporter, Rosenthal won numerous awards, including the Overseas Press Club Award for magazine writing, the Sigma Delta Chi Award for distinguished foreign correspondence and the National Association of Black Journalists Award for Third World reporting. He was a Pulitzer Prize finalist in international reporting and has been a Pulitzer Prize judge four times. Rosenthal has been an adjunct professor at Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism and the University of California at Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism.

* * * *

Contacts:
POV Communications: 212-989-7425. Emergency contact: 206-790-8697
Cathy Fisher, cfisher@pov.org; Amanda Nguyen, anguyen@pov.org 

POV online pressroom: http://www.pbs.org/pressroom
