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Critical Acclaim For

‘High Tech, Low Life’
By Stephen Maing
“Maing’s camera captures the busy, rich and revealing life around [the protagonists] with interested openness and visual intelligence—a consistent quality of the films presented by POV, which has been rocking my summer weekly.”

—Robert Lloyd, Los Angeles Times
“A wonderful subject and sublime execution. . . . Maing’s narrative instincts are also superb. . . . As soon as we have asked the question, the film gives us a satisfactory answer. . . . This documentary needs to be seen, globally, by as many individuals as possible. .”

—Nathan Southern, TV Guide
“Profiling two of China’s . . . citizen reporters, Stephen Maing’s High Tech, Low Life offers an inside look at an outsider vocation.”

—Jeanette Catsoulis, The New York Times
“A delightful surprise. . . . Dynamic, highly entertaining.”

—Ronnie Scheib, Variety

“Its poetry- stunning visuals, intimate encounters with the personal lives of two traveling bloggers—Zola and Tiger Temple—kept me intrigued. . . . China is in the process of reinventing itself. And that’s precisely what makes this film so fascinating.”

—Luisa Beck, NPR “On the Media”
“High Tech, Low Life chronicles life on the edge. . . . This powerful film reveals a slice of China’s state-controlled life never before seen by Western audiences.”

—Violet Blue, ZDNet
“A devastating portrait of life in an authoritarian society. What makes the documentary all the more moving is how it reveals that no matter how powerful the Chinese government may seem to be, there are always Chinese citizens willing to risk their lives to speak out for freedom.”

—Govindini Murty, The Huffington Post
“Deeply personal and moving . . . . a beautiful, sensitive and illuminating film that I urge anybody who is interested in the changes in contemporary China to go and see. ”
—Kalvin Henely, Slant Magazine
“It feels neither hurried nor emphatic. . . . Maing keeps the filmmaking straightforward.”
—Mark Feeney, The Boston Globe
“An absorbing doc with a unique close-up of two Chinese citizen reporters engaging in the risky business of independent reporting. Stephen Maing . . . presents a character study that is smooth yet engaging while revealing an unknown China.”

—Stewart Nusbaumer, Filmmaker Magazine
“An engaging study of the disparate characters who are drawn to speak out when the authorities crack the whip.”

—Sam Adams, Time Out New York
“An exposé of the pervasive graft throughout all levels of Chinese government by osmosis.”
—Joe Bendel, The Epoch Times
“An inspiring look at the resilience of the human spirit under China’s totalitarian rule, but also a fascinating look at generational differences that have ringing similarities to the western world. In High Tech, Low Life, director Stephen Maing employs a cool, understated visual style.”

—Paul Sbrizzi, Hammer to Nail.com
“Political junkies and people who remain in awe of the cultural changes wrought by the blogosphere won't want to miss [this]. . . . High Tech, Low Life offers fascinating insights into how electronics have become a democratizing force in citizen journalism.”

—George Heymont, The Huffington Post

“The true power of social media. . . . Striking.”

—Color Magazine
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