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Contacts:
POV Communications: Communications@pov.org, 212-989-7425
POV online pressroom: www.pbs.org/pov/pressroom
POV’s ‘5 Broken Cameras’ Is Dramatic Account of Palestinian Village’s 

Defense of Its Land, Monday, Aug. 26, 2013 on PBS

Farmer Buys a Camera to Film His New Son’s Childhood—and Focuses His Lens 

On a Bitter Struggle Over Land, Water and Dignity in the West Bank

“A visual essay in autobiography. . . . a modest, rigorous and moving work of art.” 
–A.O. Scott, The New York Times (Critics’ Pick)

5 Broken Cameras really is about those cameras. The lifespan of each camera frames a chapter in the struggle of the Palestinian village of Bil’in—joined by activists from Israel and elsewhere—against expanding Israeli settlements and the path of the country’s approaching security fence, which together would consume much of the village’s cultivated land. The cameras also capture the growing awareness and puzzlement of a little boy born into a world torn by a conflict that adults can barely comprehend. When Palestinian farmer Emad Burnat bought his first camera in 2005, his intention was to film his newborn baby boy, Gibreel. Little did he anticipate that, as a self-taught cameraman, he would become a source of footage for court evidence, news agencies, Internet video, other documentaries—and then his own Oscar®-nominated feature film (made with Israeli filmmaker Guy Davidi).
Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi’s 5 Broken Cameras has its national broadcast premiere on Monday, 

Aug. 26, 2013, at 10 p.m. (check local listings), as part of the 26th season of the award-winning PBS series POV (Point of View). American television’s longest-running independent documentary series, POV is the winner of a 2013 MacArthur Foundation Award for Creative and Effective Institutions.

5 Broken Cameras is a powerful work of front-line filmmaking. Just when Emad gets his first camera, the people of Bil’in (west of Ramallah) discover that the security barrier
 route will cut through their farmlands and that the neighboring Israeli settlement of Modi’in-Ilit plans to expand onto disputed land.
The Bil’in villagers begin marching every Friday in peaceful protest, and Emad begins filming the demonstrations. We meet two of his friends in the forefront of the protests: tough and angry Adeeb and charismatic Phil, who is remarkably optimistic when the others feel hopeless. Israeli soldiers respond to the protests with tear gas and rubber bullets. But word of Bil’in’s resistance spreads, inspiring the residents of other villages and drawing international attention. The soldiers shoot up Emad’s first camera.

Emad receives a second camera from his friend Yisrael, an Israeli activist. He continues filming his family and the weekly demonstrations. The villagers don’t give up, even after the wall is completed. Young Gibreel and other children gravitate to Phil because of the hopefulness he exudes. When Adeeb is shot in the leg, Phil shouts in outrage and pleads with the soldiers. When the villagers build a concrete structure to protect village land, their olive groves are burned. A settler breaks Emad’s second camera.

With another donated camera, Emad takes Gibreel, now three, to see the demonstrations. Soldiers begin entering the village more often, during the day and at night, arresting people, including children, in their homes. The kids hold their own march, shouting, “We want to sleep!” Gibreel sees his uncle arrested and his grandparents trying to block the Israeli jeep taking him away. One night the soldiers take his father. Emad is imprisoned for a few weeks for throwing rocks. When he is released due to lack of evidence, he quickly returns to filming the action. His third camera is shot up.

Other villages follow Bil’in’s lead, staging demonstrations as the barrier approaches their lands. In a neighboring town, the violence intensifies. Fearing a third Intifada
, the Israeli army steps up its defense. Villagers begin to question the ideal of non-violence. Then, to their surprise, the Bil’in villagers win a legal victory—an Israeli court rules that the existing fence should be dismantled and erected farther from the village. Only some land will be regained, but the villagers celebrate this small victory. As time passes, however, the ruling is not implemented. One day, returning home after having crossed the barrier to work the land, Emad crashes his truck. Images of this accident are the last to be filmed by his fourth camera.

After 20 days in an Israeli hospital, Emad awakens with serious injuries and realizes that he is unable to continue the physical labor of farming. Gibreel is now four years old. The violence around the protests escalates. Meanwhile, the wall stands, and settlers begin moving into houses in Bil’in. Phil is the only one who maintains his optimism. Then, during a demonstration, Phil gets hit in the chest by a tear gas canister and dies instantly. The village is in shock. Gibreel and other children kiss the memorial posters with Phil’s face on them. Gibreel asks his father, “Why did they shoot my Phil?” Emad’s fifth camera is shot and broken.

Emad subsequently approached Guy Davidi with his footage and suggested they make a film together. The resulting 5 Broken Cameras is an intensely personal account of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as it plays out on the ground in the West Bank. It is a rare look at the conflict from the inside of a Palestinian village. 

“It was a very hard decision for me to make a personal film,” says co-director Emad Burnat. “This is not something people here [in the West Bank] can understand easily. It also means exposure that can lead to arrest or worse.”

“I knew Emad had natural visual talent,” adds co-director Guy Davidi, “but when I first looked at the footage I wasn’t sure we could create a truly new story. Then, when Emad began explaining his personal connections to the people I was seeing in his footage, I realized we had the makings of a film that would tell the events in a new way, as Emad experienced them with his cameras.”

5 Broken Cameras is a production of Guy DVD Films, Alegria Productions and Burnat Films Palestine.


About the Filmmakers:

Emad Burnat, Co-director, Cinematographer

Emad Burnat is a Palestinian farmer and freelance cameraman and photographer. His credits include filming for TV channels such as Al-Jazeera, Israeli channels 1, 2 and 10, and Palestinian television. He has also worked with Reuters on several occasions, and he filmed footage for the documentaries Bil’in, My Love, Palestine Kids, Open Close and Interrupted Streams, among others.

Guy Davidi, Co-director, Co-editor

Born in Jaffa, Israel, Guy Davidi is a documentary filmmaker and teacher. He has been directing, editing and shooting films since the age of 16. As a cameraman, he shot the films Hamza and Journal d’Une Orange, Aller Simple for France 3. Davidi has also directed many short documentaries including In Working Progress, Keywords, and Women Defying Barriers, which were presented at film festivals and theatrical venues worldwide. In 2010, Davidi’s first feature, Interrupted Streams, premiered to acclaim at the Jerusalem Film Festival.

Credits:

Directors:



Emad Burnat, Guy Davidi
Writer: 




Guy Davidi

Producers:



Christine Camdessus, Serge Gordey, Emad Burnat, Guy Davidi

Cinematographer:


Emad Burnat

Editors:                            


Véronique Lagoarde-Ségot, Guy Davidi

Original Music:



Samir Joubran, Wissam Joubran, Adnan Joubran
Additional cinematography: 
Yisrael Puterman, Guy Davidi, Jonathan Massey, Alexandre Goetschmann, Shay Carmeli Pollak, Heitham Abu-Rahme, David Reeb, Islam Amira, Bassam Hamad

Running Time:



86:46

POV Series Credits:

Executive Producer:


Simon Kilmurry

Co-Executive Producer:


Cynthia López

VP, Programming and Production:
Chris White 

Coordinating Producer: 


Andrew Catauro 
Awards and Festivals:

· Nominee, Academy Award®, Best Documentary Feature, 2013
· Winner, Feature Length Special Jury Award and Audience Award, International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam, 2011

· Winner, World Cinema Directing Award: Documentary, Sundance Film Festival, 2012

· Winner, Best Israeli Documentary, Jerusalem Film Festival, 2012

· Winner, Audience Award, Sheffield Doc/Fest, 2012

· Winner, Busan Cinephile Award, Busan International Film Festival, 2012

· Nominated, Best Documentary Feature, Asia Pacific Screen Awards, 2012
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Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and now in its 26th season on PBS in 2013, the award-winning POV is the longest-running showcase on American television to feature the work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. POV has brought more than 365 acclaimed documentaries to millions nationwide. POV films have won every major film and broadcasting award, including 32 Emmys, 15 George Foster Peabody Awards, 10 Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Awards, three Academy Awards® and the Prix Italia. In 2012, POV achieved a new milestone, winning five News & Documentary Emmy® Awards. Since 1988, POV has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in conversation about today’s most pressing social issues. Visit www.pbs.org/pov.  

POV Digital (www.pbs.org/pov)
POV’s award-winning website extends the life of our films online with interactive features, interviews, updates, video and educational content, plus listings for television broadcasts, community screenings and films available online. The POV Blog is a gathering place for documentary fans and filmmakers to discuss their favorite films and get the latest news. 

POV Community Engagement and Education (www.pbs.org/pov/outreach)

POV’s Community Engagement and Education team works with educators, community organizations and PBS stations to present more than 600 free screenings every year. In addition, we distribute free discussion guides and standards-aligned lesson plans for each of our films. With our community partners, we inspire dialogue around the most important social issues of our time.

American Documentary, Inc. (www.amdoc.org)
American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in mainstream media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public culture, developing collaborative strategic engagement activities around socially relevant content on television, online and in community settings. These activities are designed to trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to educational opportunities and community participation.

POV has the honor of receiving a 2013 MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions. Major funding for POV is provided by PBS, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts, the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, the desJardins/Blachman Fund and public television viewers. Funding for POV's Diverse Voices Project is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Special support provided by The Fledgling Fund and the Lucius and Eva Eastman Fund. POV is presented by a consortium of public television stations, including KQED San Francisco, WGBH Boston and THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG.
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� Israel began construction of its security barrier in 2002 after three years of unabated suicide bombings and daily terrorist attacks against its civilians by Palestinians; prior to that, suicide bombers could simply walk into Israel from Palestinian communities. Israeli fatalities have decreased from 457 in 2002 to ten in 2012. Source: Bard, Mitchell. “Israel’s Security Fence” http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Peace/fence.html


� More than 1,100 Israelis were killed by Palestinians in the second Intifada, which began in September 2000, and more than 7,000 were injured–69% of them civilians. About 3,000 Palestinians were killed. Sources: Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs. � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/otlxpwt" ��http://tinyurl.com/otlxpwt�, � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/lqlsocs" ��http://tinyurl.com/lqlsocs�; Israel 101, Pg. 13: � HYPERLINK "http://www.standwithus.com/booklets/IL101/" ��http://www.standwithus.com/booklets/IL101/� 
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