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Critical Acclaim For

‘PING PONG’
By Hugh Hartford and Anson Hartford
“Inspiring.”

—New York Daily News
“Remember must-see TV? For older folks, those days are gone as the new fall television season again features a lineup of youth-oriented dramas, adolescent comedies and reality shows. . . . Fortunately, 
PBS has . . . alternatives for the Act 2 set: Ping Pong.”

—Peter King, Newsday
“Doctors agree: Making it to 89 in good physical and mental condition does have a lot to do with genes. Probably has a lot to do with luck, but it also has a lot to do with attitude. You’ve got to think, like [ping pong player] Les D’Arcy, that you can do it. Inge, also 89, is a perfect example.”

—Dr. Sanjay Gupta, Everyday Health
“Hartford’s film has all the elements of classic sports movies: a major stadium . . . an opening ceremony with a parade of flags, national TV news coverage . . . knockout rounds and mounting tension.”
—Gary Drevitch, the Huffington Post
“Early on, director Hugh Hartford and producer Anson Hartford thought they were working on a piece about old age and mortality. But as they followed the ping pong players, they realized the seniors were brimming with life.”

—Claudia Feldman, Houston Chronicle
“Director Hugh Hartford skillfully documents each person’s past and present.”

—Daphne Howland, The Village Voice
“It is about aging, mortality, friendship, ambition and love. The stories stay with you for hours, weeks, after the credits have rolled.”
—Matthew Syed, The Times, UK
“A charming and even inspirational doc. . . . Ultimately it doesn’t really matter who wins and who loses. You are grateful for the opportunity to have walked for a while in their orthopedic sneakers, and to experience their undiminished zest for life.”

—Rob Salem, The Toronto Star
“Who could have imagined there were people over 100 years old with more passion and determination than most people one-fifth their age! The film is baffling, inspiring and sweet, and it’s wonderful to see how ping-pong has transformed their lives.”

—Susan Sarandon, actress, co-founder, SPiN Galactic
“These dynamic table-tennis stars put the rest of us to shame.”

—Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian
“Set in the cut-throat world of international table tennis, Ping Pong is a documentary that features skilled competitors, fierce rivalry and intense performances in the fight to become world champion. . . . The message is clearly that no matter your age, there is much to learn.”
—Sally Williams, The Telegraph, UK
“A twinkly, lovely documentary . . . featuring remarkable men and women whom age cannot wither, nor custom stale their infinite backhand flicks. . . . Strong characters, great access and a firm grip on story arc. Smashing, indeed.”

—Jason Solomons, The Observer, UK
“Warm and gently observational, Ping Pong follows its subjects’ leads, by way of consistently lovely camerawork, long tracking shots, wide images that show the thrill of the tournament, and close frames suggesting the intimacy shared by husbands and wives, children and parents, and competitors.”
—Cynthia Fuchs, PopMatters.com
Remarkable people in a heartwarming, inspirational film.

—Allan Hunter, The Daily Express, UK

“A rousing documentary.”
—Frederic and Mary Ann Brussat, Spirituality and Practice
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