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Critical Acclaim For

‘BEST KEPT SECRET’
By Samantha Buck
“The film’s director, Samantha Buck, demonstrates a sensitivity comparable to that of Frederick Wiseman. . . . Best Kept Secret is an exemplary documentary: It spotlights an important issue yet never seeks to squeeze the truth into an easily digestible narrative frame. Instead it expands its storytelling to the boundaries of messy, joyful and painful reality. NYT Critics’ Pick.”
—Miriam Bale, The New York Times
“As Samantha Buck’s moving documentary makes clear, the secret weapon at the public school for special-needs students is Janet Mino, an inspirational teacher with limitless patience and indefatigable enthusiasm. . . . [The film] inserts the viewer into the overwhelming experience of teaching, parenting, even being an underprivileged young adult with autism.”

—Annlee Ellingson, Los Angeles Times
“Some secrets aren’t meant to be kept. . . . Samantha Buck’s documentary smartly sits back and watches as Mino works away. Apart from a few, briskly factual titles, there are no editorial intrusions here—no yammering experts, no pontificating activists, no sappy sentimental music. Just these kids, and the people who love them. . . . A haunting film.”

—Steve Whitty, The Star-Ledger
“At once heartbreaking and uplifting, Best Kept Secret . . . engrosses even as it sheds much-needed light on its important issue. . . . Not all of Mino’s efforts end happily. But the mere fact that such dedicated and indomitable teachers exist provides ample reason for hope.”
—Frank Scheck, The Hollywood Reporter
“Hugely inspiring . . . thanks to Janet Mino. She’s one of the cinematic heroines of the year.”
—Ernest Hardy, LA Weekly / Village Voice
“A pressing issue in the U.S. . . . If you think managing your teenager's transition from high school to college or a job is hard, consider the challenge for parents and students with autism.”

—Michel Martin, Tell Me More, NPR
“The film presents, in a very honest way, the options that are out there. . . . Watching the documentary, I felt a flood of emotions—hope, joy, worry, despair. . . . Seeing Janet work with her students is so gripping, so moving.”
—Andrew Meyer, WBGO Journal, WBGO Radio, Newark, N.J.
“As uplifting a documentary as you are likely to see this year. . . . A magnificent tapestry of touching relationships. . . . When scientists figure out how to clone humans, they ought to start with Janet Mino.”
—Kam Williams, syndicated film critic
“Mino seeks engagement and communication. . . . [she] patiently coaxes just such self-expression from her students. . . . Mino’s efforts to find rewarding situations for her graduates seem heroic.”
—Cynthia Fuchs, PopMatters.com
