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Premieres Monday, October 14, 2013, 10:00 p.m.–12:30 a.m. ET on PBS

TCA Biographies
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Simon Kilmurry joined American Documentary | POV in 1999 and was appointed executive director in 2006. He oversees all aspects of American Documentary’s programs and operations, including the production of POV (Point of View), PBS’ award-winning documentary film series. Since 2006, POV has been honored with a Special Emmy for Excellence in Television Documentary Filmmaking, a Primetime Emmy®, 13 News and Documentary Emmys, 57 Emmy nominations, four Academy Award® nominations, four Peabody Awards, three duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards, two International Documentary Association Awards for Best Continuing Series, a Webby Award and the National Association of Latino Independent Producers Corporate Commitment to Diversity Award.

Since joining American Documentary, Kilmurry has been involved in the production and distribution of more than 200 POV films and special presentations, including a live town-hall meeting with ABC News’ “Nightline” and the PBS miniseries “Right Here, Right Now.” He has helped lead new initiatives to increase POV’s reach, diversity and innovation, including the Diverse Voices Project, which supports emerging filmmakers, and online initiatives to use digital tools in support of documentary storytelling.
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Since the 1960s, Michael Apted has helmed an extensive list of feature films and documentaries. His feature films include Gorillas in the Mist, Coal Miner’s Daughter, Gorky Park, Thunderheart, Nell, The World Is Not Enough, Enigma, Enough, Amazing Grace and The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, the third installment in a series of films based on C.S. Lewis’ books. His most recent film, Chasing Mavericks, for Walden Media and Twentieth Century Fox, tells the true story of Jay Moriarity, the youngest person to surf Mavericks, a famous giant wave in Northern California.

Apted’s documentary credits include the Boris Grebenshikov film The Long Way Home, Incident at Oglala, Bring on the Night, Moving the Mountain, Me & Isaac Newton and his recent soccer film The Power of the Game. He also directed the official 2006 World Cup Film. But among Apted’s most widely recognized documentary directorial achievements are his internationally acclaimed, multi-award winning sequels based on the original “Seven Up!” documentary: “7 Plus Seven,” “21 Up,” “28 Up,” “35 Up,” “42 Up,” “49 Up” and the recent “56 Up,” which aired on ITV in the United Kingdom and was released theatrically in the United States to much acclaim. The films have followed the lives of 14 Britons since the age of seven in seven-year increments. 

In addition to his documentary and feature work, Apted has worked extensively in television, including directing the first three episodes of HBO’s epic series Rome. Most recently, he directed two episodes of Showtime’s new series Masters of Sex, and the season finale of another new Showtime series, Ray Donovan.

Apted was born in England in 1941 and studied law and history at Cambridge University. He has received numerous awards and nominations for his extensive body of work, including a Grammy, British Academy Awards, a DGA Award and the International Documentary Association’s highest honor, the IDA Career Achievement Award. By the order of Queen Elizabeth II, Apted was made a Companion of the Order of Saint Michael and Saint George for his work in the film and television industries.

Apted joined the Directors Guild of America in 1978, was elected to the Western Directors Council in 1997 and became the fifth vice president of the organization’s national board in 2002. He was elected president at the DGA biennial convention in June 2003. He served three terms as president of the Guild, which he concluded in July 2009. He has served as secretary-treasurer since 2011. He is also a governor of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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Tony Walker was born in 1955 to Nellie and John Walker in London, England. 
As a child, he loved horses and racing, and he eventually became an apprentice jockey under Tommy Gosling. In his first professional race in 1973, Walker rode a horse called Chateau Dif.

After three additional races, he quit to pursue another childhood interest: taxis. Walker had always loved taxis, and becoming a London black cab driver was a natural for him. But first he had to participate in the grueling years-long training course for London taxi cab drivers known as “the Knowledge,” learning the city’s landmarks and thousands of streets. He married Debbie in 1979. They have three children and six grandchildren.

Walker also played amateur football, participating in about 800 matches. He is also involved in acting and has appeared on huge soap operas like the BBC’s “EastEnders” and ITV’s “The Bill,” as well as television commercials. He had a small part in 1993 film Splitting Heirs written by Eric Idle, playing (naturally) a cab driver. Tony is perhaps best known as a subject of the “Up” series, the television documentary that began in 1964. In 2005, Walker was honored when A Bit of Knowledge, a play inspired by his life, premiered in New York City.

Walker lives happily in Woodford Green, Essex, and also in Alicante, Spain.

* * * *

Contacts:
POV Communications: communications@pov.org, 212-989-7425
Cathy Fisher, cfisher@pov.org; Amanda Nguyen, anguyen@pov.org  
POV online pressroom: http://www.pbs.org/pressroom
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