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Critical Acclaim For

‘Fallen City’

By Qi Zhao
“Fallen City looks both forward and back. . . . an elegy for the former Beichuan, once a picturesque town nestled along a riverbank. One [story] . . . has the sort of unexpected twist that’s a documentarian’s dream. [Another] . . . is simply heartbreaking.”
—Mike Hale, The New York Times
“Worth your while. . . . It is a strangely beautiful film: intimate and individually human, connected 
to the land and to living things.”

—Robert Lloyd, Los Angeles Times
“The reconstruction of an earthquake-leveled town takes on intriguing allegorical aspects. . . . As a quiet paean to human resourcefulness and resilience in the worst of circumstances, Fallen City takes its place among a rich current run of east Asian documentaries that find illumination amid heart-rending desolation.” 
—Neil Young, The Hollywood Reporter
“Moving. . . . What makes Fallen City more compelling than most documentaries of its kind is its emphasis on how its subjects grapple with the challenges of life still to be lived.”

—Leslie Felperin, Variety
“Zhao is a thoughtful filmmaker who succeeds in taking the viewer past the melancholy and asks questions about what it takes for a slow recovery in a fast, changing China. [Fallen City] will stay with you.”
—Ray Kougell, Voice of America
“Heart-rending. . . . Constantly documenting events since the 2008 disaster, Fallen City represents a work of true documentary commitment from Zhao. . . . Powerful.”

—Joe Bendel, Epoch Times
“By delving into the lives of a few of Beichuan’s survivors, the documentary becomes far more compelling than even the most damning political inquiry.”

—David Z. Morris, Creative Loafing, Tampa
“Zhao’s documentary does a beautiful and intuitive job of showing the truth behind the facade.”

—Esther Meroño, Slug Magazine
