About the Filmmakers

Emily Cohen Ibañez (Director/Producer/Cinematographer/Co-Writer) is a Latinx Colombian-American filmmaker who earned her doctorate in Anthropology with a certificate in Culture and Media at New York University. Her film work pairs lyricism with social activism, advocating for labor, environmental and health justice. Her films have screened at Bogotá’s International Film Festival, the Santa Fe Independent Film Festival, the Roxie Theater in San Francisco, the Society for Visual Anthropology and universities internationally. Her short, Dream Big Work Hard, has online distribution with The Guardian and her short, Systems Break Down Marigolds Bloom, is distributed online by The Intercept. Emily was a Fulbright Scholar in 2007-2008 based in Colombia, South America; she screened her film Bodies at War in 22 rural Colombian municipalities affected by landmines in partnership with the Colombian Campaign Against Landmines. The National Science Foundation, JustFilms Ford Foundation, Nia Tero, Firelight Media Documentary Lab, BAVC National Media Maker, California Humanities, Berkeley Film Foundation, 4th World Indigenous Media Lab Fellowship and SFFILM FilmHouse Residency Program have supported her work. She also contributes cinematography to independent films, including Bronx Obama (2014), directed by Ryan Murdock, which won a “Best in Fest” award at AFI Docs.

Ashley Pavon (Film Subject/Co-Writer) is a teenage farmworker, factory worker and home-aid, born and raised on the central coast of California. She has spent five years working on food security and justice for her community with the Community Agroecology Network. A member of the River Park Video Collective, she helped make a short community film, Cultivating Justice.

