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Online Pressroom: www.pbs.org/pov/pressroom
P.O.V.’s “MY COUNTRY, MY COUNTRY”
By Laura Poitras     
MEDIA ALERT – FACT SHEET

“Without comment but with unusual sensitivity, the director, Laura Poitras, exposes the emotional toll of occupation on Iraqis and United States soldiers alike . . . “

- Jeannette Catsoulis, The New York Times
National Air Date:
Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2006 at 9:00 p.m. on PBS’s P.O.V. series. (Check local listings.)  Broadcast on a special day and time, My Country, My Country concludes P.O.V.’s 19th season.
Summary:
Working alone in Iraq over eight months, filmmaker Laura Poitras has created an unforgettable journey into the heart of war-ravaged Iraq in the months leading up to the January 2005 elections. Her protagonist is Dr. Riyadh, an Iraqi medical doctor, father of six and Sunni political candidate.  An outspoken critic of the U.S. occupation, he is equally passionate about building democracy in Iraq, arguing that Sunni participation in the elections is essential. Yet all around him, Dr. Riyadh sees only chaos, as his waiting room fills each day with patients suffering the physical and mental effects of ever-increasing violence. Poitras gained remarkable access to the Sunni community, U.S. military, Australian security contractors, and the U.N. to create My Country, My Country, an epic story of a country thrown violently into chaos. A co-production with the Independent Television Service (ITVS), produced in association with American Documentary | P.O.V.
Poitras, whose Peabody Award-winning Flag Wars (made with Linda Goode Bryant) kicked off the 2003 season of P.O.V., spent eight months in Iraq from June 2004 to February 2005 filming My Country, My Country. (The title comes from the Iraqi National Anthem.) Inspired by a New Yorker article written by George Packer about the first months of the war (“War After the War”), she set out to make a documentary that would capture the war from the perspective of the people whose lives were on the line.

Filmmaker’s

Statement: 
“Although the film focuses on the January 2005 elections, it is a broader story about U.S. foreign policy post-9/11,” she says. “The use of pre-emptive military force and the goal of implementing democracy in the Middle East mark a radical shift in U.S. policy and world politics. I felt compelled to document this war and its consequences.”
Biographies: 

Laura Poitras

Director/Producer/Cinematographer/Editor
Laura Poitras received a Peabody Award for her last documentary, Flag Wars (2003), which she co-directed, produced, and shot. The film, about gentrification in Columbus, Ohio, received numerous other awards, including Best Documentary at the 2003 South by Southwest (SXSW) and Seattle Gay and Lesbian Film Festivals, and the Filmmaker Award at the Full Frame Documentary Film Festival. Flag Wars was nominated for both a 2004 Independent Spirit Award and a 2004 Emmy Award. 

Poitras' other films include Oh say can you see... (2003) and Exact Fantasy (1995).  She resides in New York City.

Jocelyn Glatzer

Producer

Jocelyn Glatzer has directed, produced and edited numerous documentary films including The Flute Player, about a survivor of Cambodia's genocide, which had its national broadcast premiere on P.O.V. in 2003, and won numerous awards including an Audience Award for Documentary First Feature at SXSW (2003) and a CINE Golden Eagle Award. It was also an Emmy Award nominee for outstanding achievement in Arts and Cultural Programming. She directed / produced ART2000, about Hillary Rodham Clinton's most successful senatorial-race fundraiser, has worked at Maysles Films and on two Emmy-nominated dance programs for PBS’s Great Performances series. A former New Yorker, she now resides in Boston.

Musical Soundtrack:
My Country, My Country features an original music score by world-renowned Iraqi singer/composer Kadhum Al Sahir, the top-selling singer in the Arab world today.  Exiled from Iraq since the 1990's—first by Saddam Hussein, now by the security situation—Al Sahir composed “Oh My Country” for the film after Poitras approached him backstage at a rare concert appearance in Detroit.
Length:


86:46

Awards & Festivals:


· Berlin International Film Festival – World Premiere, February 2006

· South by Southwest (SXSW) Film Festival, Austin – U.S. Premiere, March 2006

· New Directors/New Films, New York, April 2006

· Full Frame Documentary Film Festival, Durham, N.C., April 2006

Credits:
Funding for My Country, My Country was provided ITVS, the Sundance Institute Documentary Fund, P.O.V. | American Documentary, Inc., the Wellspring Foundation, the Robert and Joyce Menschel Family Foundation, and the Appleman Foundation.

Director/Cinematographer: 
 Laura Poitras


Producers:


 Laura Poitras, Jocelyn Glatzer

Music:   


 Kadhum Al Sahir

Editors:    


 Erez Laufer, Laura Poitras

Co-Producer:   


 Aliza Kaplan

Associate Producer:   

 Rosie Bsheer

Executive Producer for ITVS: 
 Sally Jo Fifer

Executive Producer for P.O.V.: Cara Mertes

On P.O.V. Interactive:
The my Country, My Country companion Web site (www.pbs.org/pov/mycountry) offers a streaming video trailer of for the film, an interview with filmmaker Laura Poitras (video, podcast and text); a list of related Web sites, organizations and books; a downloadable discussion guide and classroom activity; and the following special features:

Exclusive Video: Dr. Riyadh at Abu Ghraib Prison
Watch this extended video of Dr. Riyadh’s visit to evaluate the health of the prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison and the press conference he held in July 2004, three months after the Abu Ghraib photos were made public.

Profile: Kadhum Al-Sahir 

Hear and read more about the composer of the “My Country, My Country” theme song, Kadhum Al-Sahir, or “Kazem” as he is known in the Middle East. Listen to the song, translate the lyrics from Arabic into English, and read an interview with the man the BBC calls “the world’s most popular Iraqi singer.”

Production Journal

Laura Poitras lets viewers go behind the scenes and learn more about the circumstances that led her to capture some of the pivotal scenes in My Country, My Country, including her first meeting with Dr. Riyadh at Abu Ghraib, her access in the Green Zone, what it was like to travel around Baghdad alone, and her recent experiences traveling in the United States after showing the film abroad.

Community Outreach

& Education:
P.O.V. is working with public television stations and national and community-based groups across the country to foster community dialogue around the issues presented in My Country, My Country. For a list of upcoming screening and discussion events, go to http://www.pbs.org/pov/utils/povnews.html#events.

P.O.V. is also working with nationally recognized media educator Dr. Faith Rogow to develop a facilitation guide to help event organizers carry out substantive and sensitive discussions around the film’s content. The guide contains discussion questions and background information on the issues.  Cari Ladd is creating a lesson plan. In addition, the American Library Association and P.O.V. are creating a multi-media resource list of related fiction and nonfiction books, websites and videos that further explore the issues in the film. The materials will be available free of charge at www.pbs.org/pov/outreach on Oct. 15, 2006
Co-producers:
ITVS
ITVS funds and presents award-winning documentaries and dramas on public television, innovative new media projects on the Web and the PBS series Independent Lens. ITVS was established by an historic mandate of Congress to champion independently produced programs that take creative risks, spark public dialogue and serve underserved audiences. Since its inception in 1991, ITVS programs have helped to revitalize the relationship between the public and public television. ITVS is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a private corporation funded by the American people. For more information, please visit www.itvs.org.
P.O.V.

Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and now in its 19th season on PBS, the award-winning P.O.V. series is the longest-running showcase on television to feature the work of America's best contemporary-issue independent filmmakers. Airing Tuesdays at 10 p.m., June through October, with primetime specials during the year, P.O.V. has brought nearly 250 award-winning documentaries to millions nationwide, and now has a Webby Award-winning online series, P.O.V.'s Borders. Since 1988, P.O.V. has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in conversation about today's most pressing social issues. More information about P.O.V is available online at www.pbs.org/pov.

Major funding for P.O.V. is provided by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York State Council on the Arts, the Ford Foundation, PBS and public television viewers. Funding for P.O.V.’s Community Engagement activities and the Diverse Voices Project is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. P.O.V. is presented by a consortium of public television stations, including KCET Los Angeles, WGBH Boston, and Thirteen/WNET New York. 
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To download additional press materials, transcripts and color art, visit P.O.V.’s online pressroom at www.pbs.org/pov/pressroom.
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