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StoryCorps Returns for a Second Season of Animations on POV

Renowned Oral-History Project Brings Stories of Everyday Americans to Life 
in Animated Shorts Airing on POV in 2011

“StoryCorps on PBS: Must-See, Can't-Miss, Your-Life-Depends-on-It TV.” – TIME.com

Following the success of its first season on television, StoryCorps will bring its Peabody Award-winning storytelling back to PBS’ documentary series POV (Point of View) for a second season in 2011. Animated and directed by The Rauch Brothers, the shorts use StoryCorps’ original recordings, capturing the intimate and emotionally resonant conversations that have become renowned as NPR’s quintessential “driveway moments.” This second edition of animated shorts will take viewers on a journey through America with stories about an indomitable Sunday school teacher, a strong-willed grandmother and one man’s love and loss on Sept. 11, 2001.

American television’s longest-running independent documentary series, POV begins its 24th season on PBS in summer 2011. The series airs at 10 p.m. until the fall, with primetime specials throughout the year. POV is the winner of a Special Emmy for Excellence in Television Documentary Filmmaking and the International Documentary Association’s IDA Award for Continuing Series.

Since 2003, the acclaimed nonprofit organization StoryCorps has been recording and preserving the voices of everyday people, one conversation at a time. Every Friday morning, listeners tune in to NPR to hear the diverse voices of their nation, and now PBS viewers can enjoy these StoryCorps animated shorts on POV in summer 2011. The StoryCorps animated shorts are funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

Second season of StoryCorps animated shorts on POV:

“Miss Devine”

Cousins James Ransom and Cherie Johnson recall their inimitable Sunday school teacher, Miss Lizzie Devine. This animated short, set in the small Bradenton, Fla. town of the cousins’ memories, will have you laughing along with James and Cherie and the fearsome Miss Devine.

“She Was the One”

From the moment Richard Pecorella met Karen Juday, he knew she was the one. They were inseparable until Sept. 11, 2001, the day that two planes attacked the World Trade Center towers. Richard remembers watching helplessly from his office in Brooklyn as the towers fell, knowing that Karen was at work there.

“No More Questions” 

Kay Wang was a strong-willed grandmother who was begrudgingly dragged into a StoryCorps booth by her son and granddaughter. Though Kay was reluctant, she still had stories to tell — from disobeying her mother and rebuffing suitors while growing up in China to late-life adventures as a detective for Bloomingdale’s Department Store. Kay passed away just weeks after that interview, and her son and granddaughter returned to StoryCorps to remember her gentler side, which she kept to herself.
StoryCorps Credits:
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Executive Producer:   

Simon Kilmurry
Co-Executive Producer: 
Cynthia López

About StoryCorps:
StoryCorps’ mission is to provide Americans of all backgrounds and beliefs with the opportunity to record, preserve and share their stories. StoryCorps currently has one of the largest collections of American voices ever gathered, with more than 30,000 interviews recorded in all 50 states and archived in the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. StoryCorps has published two books: Listening Is an Act of Love in 2007 and Mom: A Celebration of Mothers from StoryCorps in 2010 — both New York Times bestsellers. For more information or to listen to stories online, visit www.storycorps.org.

About POV:

Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and beginning its 24th season on PBS in 2011, the award-winning POV series is the longest-running showcase on American television to feature the work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. Airing June through September with primetime specials during the year, POV has brought more than 300 acclaimed documentaries to millions nationwide. Since 1988, POV has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in conversation about today's most pressing social issues. More information is available at www.pbs.org/pov. 

POV Interactive (www.pbs.org/pov)
POV’s award-winning web department produces special features for every POV presentation, extending the life of our films through interviews, story updates, podcasts, streaming video and community-based and educational content that involves viewers in activities and feedback. POV Interactive produces our web-only showcase for interactive storytelling, POV’s Borders, and the POV Blog, a gathering place for documentary fans and filmmakers to discuss their favorite films, get the latest news and link to further resources. The POV website, blog and film archives form a unique and extensive online resource for documentary storytelling.

POV Community Engagement and Education 

POV works with local PBS stations, educators and community organizations to present free screenings and discussion events to inspire and engage communities in vital conversations about our world. As a leading provider of quality nonfiction programming for use in public life, POV offers an extensive menu of resources, including free discussion guides and curriculum-based lesson plans.  

Major funding for POV is provided by PBS, The John D. and Catherine T.  MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, The Educational Foundation of America, New York State Council on the Arts, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, FACT and public television viewers. Funding for POV's Diverse Voices Project is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. Special support provided by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. POV is presented by a consortium of public television stations, including KCET Los Angeles, WGBH Boston and THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG.

American Documentary, Inc. (www.amdoc.org)
American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in mainstream media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public culture, developing collaborative strategic engagement activities around socially relevant content on television, online and in community settings. These activities are designed to trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to educational opportunities and community participation. 
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