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POV’s “The Way We Get By” Tells the Stories Behind the Famous “Troop Greeters” of Bangor, Maine, on Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009, 

In Special 9 p.m. Presentation on PBS
Flight After Flight of War-bound and Returning GIs Are Met by a Determined Band of Patriotic Senior Citizens — Who Face Their Own Life-and-Death Struggles 

A co-production of Dungby Productions and ITVS in Association with WGBH Boston and Maine Public Broadcasting Network

“Unfailingly modest and profoundly humane. . . . Neither pro- nor antiwar . . . this fine, affecting film perfectly exemplifies Milton’s famous claim: ‘They also serve who only stand and wait.’”

– Jeannette Catsoulis, The New York Times
They’ve become famous among the soldiers — over 900,000 to date — who have passed through the airport in Bangor, Maine, on their way to and from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Among their neighbors, they’ve become a source of pride. To a nation wrestling with the politics behind the wars, they’re an inspiration. They are the “troop greeters” of Bangor, an intrepid group of retired and elderly citizens who have taken it upon themselves to greet every troop plane arriving or departing Bangor, which is the last and first piece of U.S. soil many GIs will see before and after their deployments.

The opening scenes of The Way We Get By, the new documentary airing on PBS’ POV (Point of View) series, makes clear why the troop greeters are surefire morale boosters for a war-burdened nation. Regardless of their personal views about the wars’ politics, the greeters, some of them veterans, turn out at all hours of the day and night to show their respect for the soldiers’ willingness to make sacrifices for the nation.

In honor of Veterans Day, Aron Gaudet’s The Way We Get By has its national broadcast premiere on POV in a special presentation on Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009, at 9 p.m. on PBS. (Check local listings.) American television’s longest-running independent documentary series, POV is the recipient of a Special News & Documentary Emmy for Excellence in Television Documentary Filmmaking. The series’ 22nd season concludes on Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 9 p.m. with a special presentation of Patti Smith: Dream of Life.

The Way We Get By takes a look behind the hearty smiles, handshakes, heartfelt thanks and free cookies and cell phones the greeters bring to the airport, and discovers a world in which the seniors are engaged in their own struggles with aging, disease, loneliness, memories of war and personal loss. The film discovers a remarkable symbiosis between the soldiers’ fighting mission and the greeters’ fight to overcome pain, fatigue and depression in making sure no soldier departs or returns without thanks.

The film focuses on three of the most dedicated troop greeters. At 87, cantankerous Bill Knight is the oldest. A World War II veteran, he has the most straightforward patriotic view of the new conflicts. He sees today’s soldiers as fighting the wars of the United States, just as he did in North Africa in the 1940s, and he swears they won’t be neglected, as he believes Vietnam vets were. Joan Gaudet, age 76 and as grandmotherly as a grandmother can be, has greater doubts about the wisdom of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Moreover, she has a wrenching personal stake in the wars: Her granddaughter and grandson are set to deploy to Iraq. Avuncular and something of a loner, Jerry Mundy, age 74, shares Joan’s doubts about the wars. But he supports the troops and grieves for the parents of those who don’t return, recalling his own unbearable pain at losing a son at an early age.

Yet different temperaments, experiences and political outlooks turn out not to be the only remarkable things about the three elderly Americans spotlighted in The Way We Get By. Even more notable is the daily drama shared by all three in meeting their commitment to be at the airport day in and day out. Bill Knight has been diagnosed with prostate cancer, which has spread. He’s been given treatment, but at his age, he doesn’t figure he has much time left. Increasingly infirm and unable to pay his bills since his wife died, he feels his grip on an orderly life slipping away. Bill nonetheless shows up to meet the troops with all the military precision he can muster. In fact, on the day he learned he had cancer, Bill was the first greeter to arrive at the airport.

Joan Gaudet has had three knee operations, which have forced her to use a walker. She’s developed an intense fear of falling during Bangor’s icy winters. Living alone after having raised eight kids (including filmmaker Aron Gaudet), Joan was afraid to go out at night or when the weather was bad. Then she discovered troop greeting, which required her to be on call whenever the planes arrived or departed — something that happened with increasing regularity as the wars heated up. Time and again, Joan overcomes near-constant pain — and her fears — to get to the airport whatever the conditions. So exhilarating does she find the effort that she describes it as a kind of addiction. The one thing Joan finds most difficult to overcome is her urge to cry as she says goodbye to troops headed for the war zones. Realizing this would be distressing for the soldiers, she wisely reserves her emotions for those returning.

Jerry Mundy has unexplained heart problems, which are sometimes aggravated by the hours he pulls at the airport, and which put him in the hospital during the filming of The Way We Get By. He’s a congenial man, but a lonely one; his solitude is perhaps rooted in the sudden loss of his 10-year-old son years ago. The thought of the soldiers who don’t return to their families brings back those memories. His best friend is his dog, Flannagan, and most days the two sit in Jerry’s  truck outside the airport, watching for arriving military planes. If Jerry is fast enough, he can be inside the airport before a plane’s wheels touch the ground. His warm, good humor and the free cell phone calls he offers the soldiers bring instant smiles to the soldiers’ faces. These small acts help him cope with the memory of his loss and a growing sense of his own mortality.

All three seniors share the same contradictory feeling that, for all that they want every soldier to come home for good, they’re not sure what they would do without the sense of purpose that troop greeting has given them. With simple candor, Bill, Joan and Jerry take stock of their lives and anguish over the use they still might have in this world. The loss of that usefulness is what scares them most of all. Their ruminations on aging, failing health, loneliness and death are at the core of the film’s drama. Though Bill, Joan and Jerry’s appearances at the airport are predictable, The Way We Get By is full of suspense as it follows how they cope with the “tribulations,” as Jerry calls them, that life has sent their way.

“This is a very personal story to me,” says director Aron Gaudet. “Witnessing firsthand how my mother’s life changed in such positive ways, while at the same time touching the lives of troops from all over the country, convinced me this was a story that could inspire people. The moment I saw the Maine troop greeters welcome home a plane full of soldiers and Marines returning from Iraq, I knew it could be a movie. The moment I met Bill Knight and Jerry Mundy, I knew it could be something more than a movie.”

He continues, “I knew it could be a way to show the everyday struggles of senior citizens and an inspirational story of how these three seniors use a simple handshake to change their lives, and the lives of the 900,000-plus troops they've greeted.”

The Way We Get By has become even more personal for Aron, who will wed the film’s producer, Gita Pullapilly, in October 2009.

The Way We Get By is co-production of Dungby Productions and ITVS in association with WGBH and Maine Public Broadcasting Network (MPBN) with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB).

About the Filmmakers:

Aron Gaudet, Director/Editor

Award-winning director and editor Aron Gaudet has worked on films in the United States, Jordan and India. In 2006, he attended the Sundance Producers Conference at the Sundance Institute with producer Gita Pullapilly, and they were subsequently named 2007-2008 WGBH Boston Filmmakers in Residence, where they worked on the film’s post-production. Aron’s other credits include “India: 
A New Life,” a WGBH-Frontline World production and winner of three Telly Awards, and the short film “OUCH!” (on the art of eyebrow threading). He has won numerous awards in television, including a total of eight Telly Awards, two Vermont Association of Broadcasters awards, a Michigan Association of Broadcasters award and two Emmy nominations. 

A member of the International Documentary Association (IDA) and the Independent Feature Project (IFP), he is a graduate of the New England School of Communications. He grew up in Maine and now lives in Brooklyn, NY.
Gita Pullapilly, Producer/Interviewer 

Gita Pullapilly is an award-winning television journalist and film producer who has produced films in the United States, Jordan and India and whose stories have aired on CBS, CNN and ABC. In 2006, she was selected as a participant in the Sundance Producers Conference at the Sundance Institute for The Way We Get By and in 2007 she was selected as a WGBH Filmmaker in Residence for the film. She was inducted into the Royal Society of the Arts in recognition of her work in film and television.

In addition to producing “India: A New Life,” Gita produced the Fulbright-funded film “Diary of a Refuge,” and was the first filmmaker chosen as a Fulbright Senior Scholar to Jordan. She was born and raised in South Bend, Ind., and graduated from the University of Notre Dame with a bachelor’s degree in finance. She worked as a television reporter before making the switch to documentary filmmaking. Now living in Brooklyn, she holds a master’s degree from Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism. 

She is the recipient of a University of Notre Dame Asian American Alumni Association Exemplar Award, two Associated Press Awards, a Michigan Association of Broadcasters Award and a Northwestern University Scholarship for Outstanding Storytelling. She is a member of IFP in Chicago and New York, the IDA, Women in Film and Video and the Color of Film Collaborative.
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Director/Editor:

Aron Gaudet



Producer:

Gita Pullapilly



Executive Producer:
Warren Cook


Cinematographer:
Aron Gaudet and Dan Ferrigan


Original Music:

Zack Martin



Running Time:

86:46




Awards & Festivals:

· Special Jury Award, South by Southwest (SXSW) Film Festival, 2009
· Best Documentary and Audience Award Winner, Newport International Film Festival, 2009
· Best Documentary, Atlanta Film Festival, 2009
· Best Documentary, Little Rock Film Festival, 2009
· Best Documentary, Phoenix Film Festival, 2009
· Audience Award, Full Frame Documentary Festival, 2009
· Standing Up Competition Winner, Cleveland International Film Festival, 2009
· Eric Parker Social Justice Award, Indianapolis International Film Festival, 2009
· Honorable Mention, Boston Independent Film Festival, 2009
· Audience Award, Camden International Film Festival, 2008
· Hot Docs Canadian Documentary Film Festival, 2009
· AFI-Discovery Channel SILVERDOCS Documentary Festival, 2009
· True/False Film Fest, 2009
[image: image1.jpg]Independent Television Service (ITVS) funds and presents award-winning documentaries and dramas on public television, innovative new media projects on the Web and the Emmy Award-winning weekly series Independent Lens on PBS. ITVS was created by media activists, citizens and politicians seeking to foster plurality and diversity in public television. ITVS was established by a historic mandate of Congress to champion independently produced programs that take creative risks, spark public dialogue and serve underserved audiences. Since its inception in 1991, ITVS programs have revitalized the relationship between the public and public television. More information about ITVS can be obtained at www.itvs.org. ITVS is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, a private corporation funded by the American people.

[image: image2.png]Produced by American Documentary, Inc. and now in its 22nd season on PBS, the award-winning POV series is the longest-running showcase on American television to feature the work of today’s best independent documentary filmmakers. Airing June through September, with primetime specials during the year, POV has brought more than 275 acclaimed documentaries to millions nationwide and has a Webby Award-winning online series, POV's Borders. Since 1988, POV has pioneered the art of presentation and outreach using independent nonfiction media to build new communities in conversation about today's most pressing social issues. More information is available at www.pbs.org/pov.   

POV Interactive (www.pbs.org/pov)
POV’s award-winning Web department produces special features for every POV presentation, extending the life of our films through filmmaker interviews, story updates, podcasts, streaming video and community-based and educational content that involves viewers in activities and feedback. POV Interactive also produces our Web-only showcase for interactive storytelling, POV’s Borders. In addition, the POV Blog is a gathering place for documentary fans and filmmakers to discuss and debate their favorite films, get the latest news and link to further resources. The POV website, blog and film archives form a unique and extensive online resource for documentary storytelling.

POV Community Engagement and Education 

POV works with local PBS stations, educators and community organizations to present free screenings and discussion events to inspire and engage communities in vital conversations about our world. As a leading provider of quality nonfiction programming for use in public life, POV offers an extensive menu of resources, including free discussion guides and curriculum-based lesson plans. In addition, POV’s Youth Views works with youth organizers and students to provide them with resources and training so they may use independent documentaries as a catalyst for social change.

Major funding for POV is provided by PBS, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, The Educational Foundation of America, JPMorgan Chase Foundation, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, The September 11th Fund and public television viewers. Funding for POV's Diverse Voices Project is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. Special support provided by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. POV is presented by a consortium of public television stations, including KCET Los Angeles, WGBH Boston and THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG.

American Documentary, Inc. (www.amdoc.org)
American Documentary, Inc. (AmDoc) is a multimedia company dedicated to creating, identifying and presenting contemporary stories that express opinions and perspectives rarely featured in mainstream media outlets. AmDoc is a catalyst for public culture, developing collaborative strategic engagement activities around socially relevant content on television, online and in community settings. These activities are designed to trigger action, from dialogue and feedback to educational opportunities and community participation. Simon Kilmurry is executive director of American Documentary | POV.

DVD REQUESTS: Please note that a broadcast version of this film is available upon request, as the film may be edited to comply with new FCC regulations.
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