Festivals: 

· World Premiere, Sundance Film Festival, Documentary Competition, January 2008

· New Orleans Human Rights Film Festival, April 2008 

People featured in “Traces of the Trade”:
Thomas Norman DeWolf has written a book about his experiences during the family's journey, Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-Trading Dynasty in U.S. History, published by Beacon Press in January 2008 on the occasion of the bicentennial of the abolition of the U.S. slave trade. Tom was born and raised in Pomona, California, and graduated with degrees from both Northwest Christian College and the University of Oregon. He served on the Oregon Arts Commission for nine years and as a local elected official for 11. His years of public service focused on the arts, literacy, children’s issues and restorative justice. Tom has been writing full time since 2005. He and his wife, Lindi, live in Oregon and have four grown children and three grandchildren. 

About Inheriting the Trade:
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In 2001, at age 47, Thomas Norman DeWolf was astounded to discover that he was related to the most successful slave-trading family in U.S. history. His infamous ancestor, U.S. Senator James DeWolf of Bristol, Rhode Island, curried favor with President Thomas Jefferson to continue in the trade after it was outlawed. When James DeWolf died in 1837, he was reportedly the second-richest man in America. 

Inheriting the Trade is Thomas’ memoir of a journey in which nine family members joined their cousin Katrina Browne to retrace the steps of their ancestors. Their trip, recorded in Browne’s film “Traces of the Trade,” takes the family through the notorious Triangle Trade. With searing candor, the author tackles both the internal and external challenges of the journey and our nation’s desperate need for healing. An urgent call for meaningful and honest dialogue, Inheriting the Trade provides a persuasive argument that the legacy of slavery isn’t merely a southern issue but an enduring American one.

Juanita Capri Brown, co-producer and cast member, is an educational reform consultant, diversity trainer/facilitator and artist. She has written plays and produced videos on race issues with young people. She currently works as the Assistant Director of Development at the Coalition of Essential Schools. Juanita holds a master’s degree from the Goldman School of Public Policy at U.C. Berkeley, and also studied at the University of Ghana in West Africa.
Keila DePoorter and her sister Holly, who also participated in the journey, grew up in Bristol, Rhode Island. Keila currently lives with her husband, Jerry, outside of Boulder, Colorado. She has worked as a neuro-muscular therapist and as a mother.  
Holly Fulton teaches English as a Second Language and French, and currently resides in Peabody, Massachusetts, with her husband, Bill. Prior to teaching, she was an interpersonal skills and diversity trainer for public and private industries, which included running her own practice.

Ellen DeWolfe Hale grew up in Reno, Nevada. After studying East Asian Studies and living in Tokyo, she now lives in Seattle, Washington, where she works at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on Superfund cleanup projects. 
Elizabeth Sturges Llerena is an artist and art teacher who teaches in New York City public high schools. She grew up in Bristol and has studied and lived in China.

Ledlie Laughlin has been an Episcopal priest for 50 years, with parishes in Jersey City and Newark, New Jersey, Greenwich Village and Florence, Italy. He and his wife, Roxana, live in Connecticut. While Ledlie was Dean of the Cathedral in Newark, he helped bring about the merger of a small, white cathedral congregation with a large black congregation.
Dain Perry participated in the documentary along with his brother, Jim, and nephew, James. He spent his formative years growing up in Charleston, South Carolina, and now lives in Boston. He just retired from a career as a financial representative. During the 1970s, he worked for a non-profit agency that promoted reform in the criminal justice system, particularly prison reform. Dain has been a member of the vestry at his church and has been an active volunteer in his community for many years, including serving on the boards of several nonprofit organizations.
James DeWolf Perry V (Jim) was born in Providence, Rhode Island, and is now retired with his wife, Shirley. In his career, Jim served as a Foreign Service Officer (in Vietnam, Belgium and Laos), as a manager for several non-profit organizations and then as a management consultant. Jim was the Executive Director of the Big Brother Association of Boston when the association shifted to recruiting large numbers of African American men as big brothers.

James DeWolf Perry VI is currently earning his Ph.D. in political science at Harvard University. His work focuses on international security and global civil society, with an emphasis on international legal institutions and the evolution of norms in international relations. As part of his work, James has spent time investigating the history of the Atlantic slave trade and its abolition during the 19th century. He attended law school at Columbia University and has done extensive volunteer work.
Experts/Scholars in “Traces of the Trade”:
· Robert Addo-Fening: Professor of History, University of Ghana
· Kofi Anyidoho: Professor of Literature, University of Ghana; award-winning poet
· Ronald Bailey: Professor, African American Studies, Northeastern University
· Harold Fields: Inter-racial dialogue facilitator 
· Kevin Jordan: Architectural historian; Professor of Historic Preservation (retired), Roger Williams University
· Glenn Loury: Professor of Economics, Brown University
· Charles Ogletree: Executive Director, Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice, and Jesse Climenko Professor of Law, Harvard University; Co-Chair, Reparations Coordinating Committee
· Joanne Pope Melish: Associate Professor of History and Co-Director, Africana Studies, University of Kentucky
· Elizabeth Warren: Principal Historic Preservation Specialist (retired), Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
