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[bookmark: _GoBack]Two programs added to PBS Election 2012 lineup this fall.

AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS: CLARKSTON, GEORGIA WITH MARIA HINOJOSA airs Friday, September 21, 2012, 8:30-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. 

AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS is a new special that puts a human face on demographic changes in the U.S. and looks at how a rising multicultural population may influence American culture and conversations, including this year’s presidential election. The program airs September 21 as a NEED TO KNOW Election 2012 special.

Emmy Award-winning journalist Maria Hinojosa, the program’s anchor and executive producer, visits one of the country’s most surprisingly diverse communities, a home to residents from more than 40 countries who speak more than 60 languages and dialects. Clarkston, Georgia, a small town of 7,500 people, was 90 percent white in the 1980s; today, it is less than 14 percent white. Located in the shadow of Stone Mountain — once a gathering place for Ku Klux Klan rallies — today’s Clarkston has an African-American mayor and is home to thousands of refugees from Vietnam, Somalia, Iraq, Bhutan and dozens of other countries. The town’s new settlers, many of whom strive to become citizens, have escaped war, persecution and massacres in their home countries.

With animation and a cinematic lens, AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS: CLARKSTON, GEORGIA WITH MARIA HINOJOSA explores lessons about democracy and coexistence that a divided nation can learn from its newest citizens. The special features a wide variety of opinions from Clarkston residents old and new, and tells the stories of immigrants like Somali refugee Amina Osman, who lost her children to genocide and was left for dead, but now finds renewed purpose by helping a white town councilwoman learn about, and garner votes from, her refugee constituents. It also follows the story of Graham Thomas, a long-time Clarkston resident who finds his life plan upended by the influx of immigrants whose presence, he says, has hurt property values and moved the city away from “how we planned it.”

This is the first full-length television program produced by Maria Hinojosa’s new company, The Futuro Media Group.

Producer: The Futuro Media Group
Underwriters:  National Minority Consortia, Ford Foundation and Marguerite Casey Foundation






RACE 2012 airs Tuesday, October 16, 2012, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET; encore broadcast Friday, October 19, 2012, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS.
	
RACE 2012, a PBS Election 2012 special, uses the current presidential election as a lens through which to view America’s racial landscape. Its frank, behind-the-scenes approach navigates the high-stakes world of pollsters, strategists, advisors and candidates on both sides of the aisle who are competing for votes from various ethnic groups.

Produced and directed by award-winning filmmaker Phillip Rodriguez, RACE 2012 delves into immigrants’ reshaping of the American electoral landscape, white voters’ reaction to their declining numbers and diminished influence, and the economic imbalance between races that may affect America’s political future.

Fast-moving and non-partisan, RACE 2012 draws insights on racial political history from analysts, strategists and activists, including author/legal scholar Randall Kennedy, sociologist/author Rich Benjamin, Tea Party activist Ana Puig, former New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson (D), journalists Pilar Marrero and Ronald Brownstein, and many others. It also tells striking stories about on-the-ground sociopolitical influencers such as rising Republican politician Marco Rubio — often touted as the GOP’s great hope to attract more Latino voters — and author/activist Debra Dickerson, whose controversial book, The End of Blackness, landed her on national talk shows in 2007 before recession-era economic troubles forced her into homelessness.

Producer: Phillip Rodriguez
Executive Producer for LPB: Sandie Pedlow

Underwriters: Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Latino Public Broadcasting, Independent Television Service (ITVS), Southwest Airlines, Public Television Viewers and PBS
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MEDIA CONTACTS

For RACE 2012 and PBS Election 2012: Meghan Newton or Marissa Lyman, PBSElections@goodmanmedia.com or 212-576-2700

For AMERICA BY THE NUMBERS: Mary Frances Duffy, Futuro Media Group, mfduffy@aol.com or 917-854-6580
At press tour, Kellie Specter, WNET, specter@wnet.org, mobile: 917-721-9691

For PBS Election 2012: Jennifer Byrne, PBS Communications, jrbyrne@pbs.org or 703-739-5487 or Carrie Johnson, cjohnson@pbs.org or 703-739-5129
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