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 “RACE 2012” Debuts October 16 as Part of PBS Election Coverage
 
Tuesday October 16, 2012
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Special Examines America’s Racial Landscape and Its Ongoing Political Impact –
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[bookmark: _GoBack]ARLINGTON, VA; October 2, 2012 -- RACE 2012, a PBS Election 2012 special, is a conversation about race and politics that documents the changing face of America, and how that change may affect the country’s political future. The program premieres October 16, 2012, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS and re-airs October 19, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings).  

As recently as 1980, 80 percent of the United States was white, but results of the 2010 Census depict a rapidly changing nation, with the country’s non-white population growing to more than 35 percent. As ethnic and racial minorities continue to grow, these communities’ impact on America’s future—particularly as it pertains to politics and leadership—is increasing. RACE 2012 helps viewers gain a better understanding of America’s changing racial landscape through the lens of politics and the people who are, have been, or will be driving the country’s conversation about race. 

Fast-moving and non-partisan, RACE 2012 draws insights on racial political history from analysts, strategists and activists on both sides of the aisle, including author/legal scholar Randall Kennedy, author Rich Benjamin, Tea Party activist Ana Puig, former Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Steele, journalist Ronald Brownstein, and many others.

“RACE 2012 combines the serious, thoughtful analysis PBS audiences have come to expect, with an energetic, fast-paced and contemporary style that will appeal to younger and more diverse viewers,” says Donald Thoms, Vice President of Programming at PBS. “This engaging program offers new perspectives on today’s political landscape, addressing topics and issues that viewers care about deeply -- particularly in an election year.”

The film looks at pivotal moments in the history of race in the U.S., notably the Founding Fathers’ passage of a naturalization act and an immigration reform signed into law by President Johnson in 1965. The reform triggered an immigration wave that was drastically different than the wave of European arrivals in the 1890s. The program spotlights today’s racially charged and politically divisive debate over the integration of racial minorities into what has been America’s predominantly white society.  RACE 2012 offers thoughtful insight and analysis on the paradigm shift taking place in the country and questions the model by which we view identity politics.

Additionally, RACE 2012 looks at the current political landscape, exploring how the two major political parties in the U.S. engage with the racial and ethnic communities that are growing in size and influence, particularly the Latino community.

Directed and produced by award-winning filmmaker Phillip Rodriguez, RACE 2012 delves into a variety of issues including how immigrants are reshaping the American electoral landscape, white voters’ reactions to their declining numbers and diminished influence, and the economic imbalance between races. 

For more information on RACE 2012 and other PBS Election 2012 programming including PBS NEWSHOUR, WASHINGTON WEEK, FRONTLINE, NEED TO KNOW and other specials, visit pbs.org/election2012 and follow #pbsElection on Twitter.
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The program is a presentation of Latino Public Broadcasting. Underwriters for RACE 2012 include the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Independent Television Service (ITVS), Public Television Viewers, and PBS.

ABOUT PHILLIP RODRIGUEZ/CITY PROJECTS
Filmmaker Phillip Rodriguez is a visiting fellow at the USC Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism, and founder of City Projects, which creates documentaries and educational programs for a rapidly diversifying American population. In 2006 Rodriguez received the first annual United States Artists Broad Fellow Award, which honors the country’s finest living artists.

Before Race 2012, Rodriguez's documentary Latinos ’08 examined the 2008 presidential election through the prism of ethnic politics and explored the impact Latinos will have on American politics for decades to come.  The film received a 2009 CINE Golden Eagle Award for best news analysis.  His previous film, Brown is the New Green: George Lopez and the American Dream, (2007), won the 2008 Imagen Award for Best TV. Rodriguez is currently working on Ruben Salazar: Man in the Middle, a one-hour documentary that examines the life and mysterious death of Ruben Salazar, a prominent 20th century Mexican American journalist.

About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

– PBS –

MEDIA CONTACTS

Meghan Newton / Marissa Lyman, Goodman Media International: 212-576-2700; PBSElections@goodmanmedia.com 

Jennifer Byrne, PBS: 703-739-5487; jrbyrne@pbs.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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