INDEPENDENT LENS “Race to Execution”

On-Air Participants
David Baldus: Joseph B. Tye Professor of Law at the University of Iowa College of Law, where he has taught courses on criminal law, federal criminal law, capital punishment and statistical methods for lawyers.

William Bowers: Research associate of the Capital Punishment Research Initiative, School of Criminal Justice, University at Albany (SIGNA); author of books on racial bias and other ills in capital punishment in the century before Furman and in the first decade of the post-Furman era: Legal Homicide: Death as Punishment in America 1864-1992.

Steven Bright: President and senior counsel for the Southern Center for Human Rights in Atlanta; teaches at Harvard and Yale Law Schools.

Raymond Brown: Former anchor at Court TV and host of the Emmy Award winning New Jersey Network program “Due Process”; a partner in the law firm of Brown & Brown and a visiting professor and research scholar at Seton Hall University Law School.

Doug Gansler: Montgomery County State’s Attorney, second term; currently prosecuting the cases of John Muhammad and John Malvo, the two suspects involved in the sniper shootings in 2002.

Sam Harper: Correspondent for the Ledger-Inquirer, closely involved with the Robert Tarver case. 

Madison Hobley: One of 14 African-American men sentenced to death based on confessions — alleged or acknowledged — obtained by Chicago police officers later shown to have engaged in systematic torture of suspects in criminal cases; exonerated by Governor Ryan after 16 years in prison.
Coty Kite: Daughter of murder victim Hugh Kite, a general store owner and mainstay of his community in Russell County, Alabama.

Andrea Lyon: Attorney for Madison Hobley; associate clinical professor of law and director of the Center for Justice in Capital Cases at DePaul University College of Law; has tried over 130 homicide cases and defended over 30 potential capital cases at the trial level and taken 18 through penalty phase, winning all 18.

Steve Mills: Staff reporter for the Chicago Tribune; has written about the death penalty and miscarriages of justice in the Chicago area since 1994; with fellow Chicago Tribune reporter, Ken Armstrong, has written several series on capital punishment.
William Moffit: Widely recognized criminal defense attorney and past president of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers; has taught on the faculty of the prestigious National College of Criminal Defense.
Marla Sandys: Associate professor in the Department of Criminal Justice at Indiana University; writes about death qualification, attitudes toward capital punishment and juror decision-making in capital cases.
Bryan Stevenson: Attorney for Robert Tarver; executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative of Alabama and professor of law at the New York University School of Law; with his staff has been successful in overturning dozens of capital murder cases and death sentences of poor people who have been unconstitutionally convicted or sentenced.
Nina Totenberg: Award-winning legal affairs correspondent for National Public Radio, where her reports air regularly on NPR’s critically acclaimed newsmagazines “All Things Considered,” “Morning Edition” and “Weekend Edition”; her coverage of the Supreme Court and legal affairs has won widespread recognition.
Scott Turow: Attorney and author of six best-selling novels and two non-fiction books; a practicing criminal defense lawyer who devotes a substantial part of his time to pro-bono matters.
