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RED METAL: THE COPPER COUNTRY STRIKE OF 1913
Tuesday, December 17, 2013
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Documentary Explores 100-Year-Old History and Mystery –
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RED METAL: THE COPPER COUNTRY STRIKE OF 1913, airing Tuesday, December 17, 2013, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS, is a new documentary that focuses on the 100th anniversary of an epic labor strike that devastated Michigan’s Upper Peninsula Copper Country – and haunts the American labor movement to this day. Among the notable elements of that strike was the death of 73 children at a union Christmas party in what is now Calumet, Michigan. Known as the Italian Hall Disaster, it remains the deadliest unsolved manslaughter in U.S. history. 

The tragedy (attributed to strikebreakers yelling “fire” in a crowded auditorium) was immortalized by Woody Guthrie in his ballad “1913 Massacre,” performed in the film by Steve Earle. 
 
RED METAL traces the Copper Country strike from its hopeful start to that tragic conclusion.  Between those endpoints, the film explores the intensifying battle between organized labor and corporate power, as well as related issues of immigration and technology.  Of equal significance is the strike’s cultural legacy, which influenced national discourse, music and legislation during the Progressive Era. As the centennial of the Italian Hall Disaster approaches, a new generation of Americans has begun paying tribute to the victims, while also deliberating the strike’s causes, outcomes and legacy.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The film is produced, written and directed by Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Jonathan Silvers. The presenter is Detroit Public Television. Richard Harris narrates.

About Detroit Public Television
Detroit Public Television (DPTV) is the non-commercial, viewer-supported PBS-member station watched by more than 1.5 million people in Detroit and Southeast Michigan and another 1.2 million people throughout Canada. In partnership with its community, DPTV leads on program initiatives in the categories of health and the environment, public affairs, arts and culture and children.  A leading national producer and distributor of PBS programs and winner of the 2012 Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia Award, Detroit Public TV is the only dual PBS licensee/entertainment label in the country, operating as DPTV Media.   
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CONTACTS: Matt Friedman, 248-626-0006; mfriedman@tannerfriedman.com
							


For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.

– more –

[image: PrBtn_Bemore_KType copy]
www.pbs.org
PBS PressRoom: www.pbs.org/pressroom	                                                                        PBS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/pbs
PBS YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/pbs	PBS on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/pbspressroom
[image: PrBtn_Bemore_KType copy]
www.pbs.org
PBS PressRoom: www.pbs.org/pressroom	                                                                        PBS Facebook Fan Page: www.facebook.com/pbs
PBS YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/pbs	PBS on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/pbspressroom
image1.jpg




image3.jpeg
PBS




image2.jpeg
Be more @ PBS




