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THE UNTOLD STORY OF ROBERT KENNEDY’S 

1966 VISIT TO APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA 

*****

RFK IN THE LAND OF APARTHEID TO AIR NATIONWIDE ON PBS

New York – Airing nationwide on PBS the last week of August (check local listings), RFK IN THE LAND OF APARTHEID: A Ripple of Hope tells the little-known story of Robert Kennedy's 1966 visit to South Africa during the worst years of apartheid. “A remarkable gem! This is a film that was begging to be made,” said the Encounters International Documentary Film Festival.

Featuring never before seen archival footage, and interviews in South Africa and the United States, filmmakers Larry Shore and Tami Gold tell the little-known story of Senator Robert Kennedy’s influential June 1966 visit to South Africa during the worst years of Apartheid. The film is a unique portrait of Senator Kennedy in action at an important moment in American and South African history. The filmmakers explore the visit through the sights and sounds of present day South Africa.

Robert Kennedy’s visit gave opponents of Apartheid - both black and white - hope and courage to challenge the Apartheid system at a time when they felt isolated and few in the outside world knew what was happening in South Africa. The film evokes the connections between the struggle for racial equality in the United States and South Africa. 

RFK IN THE LAND OF APARTHEID follows Kennedy in South Africa during the five-day visit, including his famous “Day of Affirmation” speech at the University of Cape Town on June 6, 1966, and his visit to Stellenbosch, the pro-Apartheid Afrikaans university.

A high point of the film is Kennedy’s meeting with one of the unknown giants of South African and African history - Nobel Peace Prize winner, Chief Albert Luthuli, who was banned and forced to live in a remote rural area. The film travels with RFK to Soweto, the largest black township, where he meets thousands of people and gives voice to Chief Luthuli’s call for a free South Africa.
- more -

Producer and co-director Larry Shore, a professor in the Film & Media Studies Department at Hunter College said:

“I was in Junior High School in Johannesburg when Robert Kennedy came to South Africa. The visit amazed me. Particularly the visit to Soweto. White people just didn't go into Soweto - let alone be received with enthusiasm the way the Kennedys were. I emigrated to the US in 1973 and was active in the anti-Apartheid Movement in the US. I was always fascinated how Americans saw South Africa through the lens of their own difficult racial history. So as a filmmaker I was interested in stories that made the connections between the two societies and their struggles for racial equality. I always believed that Robert Kennedy’s visit to South Africa would make for a wonderful documentary.”

“We wanted the film to challenge the dominant Cold War ideology that anti-Communism, espoused by repressive regimes like that in apartheid South Africa, should be the only factor determining American foreign policy.” explained Director Tami Gold.

With an original sound track by award winning American musician Jason Moran, and voices from the University of Cape Town Africa Choir, RFK IN THE LAND OF APARTHEID tells an unusual story that is relevant to ongoing struggles for democracy and human rights around the world. 


The film has been screened at various film festivals and organizations such as the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library, the Carnegie Council and the Woodrow Wilson Center to name a few. It has also recently toured South Africa-retracing Robert Kennedy’s journey- and been screened on South African television. 

Through the Video Project, a company based in San Francisco, RFK IN THE LAND OF APARTHEID: A Ripple of Hope will be distributed to colleges, high schools, community centers, and libraries throughout the country. 
 
For more information about the film, please visit the website: http://www.rfksafilm.org/
The film is also available for streaming by the media: http://vimeo.com/24643652  password: skyranch7
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