ROADTRIP NATION – Season 5

Roadtrip Nation’s 5th season on PBS launches on October 17th, as it expands globally to Australia and beyond.

In the summer of 2001, recent college grads Mike Marriner, Brian McAllister and Nathan Gebhard decided to take a roadtrip in hope of discovering their place in the world.  The idea was to interview people and learn how they had defined their own paths. The trio hit the road in a green RV, and three months and 17,000 miles later they had interviewed 85 eclectic individuals, including: the Chairman of Starbucks, the scientist who decoded the human genome, Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, a lobsterman from Maine, the director of Saturday Night Live and a stylist for Madonna.  

Mike Marriner says of the unusual project that has become a calling for him and his partners Brian and Nathan, “I was on the road to medical school, Brian was a communications major and Nathan was going to business school.  We had always been urged to get good grades, bring up our SAT scores, focus on a major, get a high-paying job with benefits. Everywhere you turn, people try to tell you who to be and what to do with your life.  Why don’t people follow what they’re passionate about?  Why do they instead stick with majors they dislike and stay in jobs they hate?  We know why, because we were on that path.  When we graduated college, we decided we were going to take some other roads for a while and explore.”

After that trip, the guys discovered what they wanted to do with their lives:  help others define their own paths based on passion, individuality and non-conformity. Today, Roadtrip Nation has evolved into a PBS series, three books, an online community and a student movement. The “Behind the Wheel” and “Independent Roadtrip Grants” programs enable students to hit the road to interview their own list of leaders from across the country, and these experiences are shared online at www.roadtripnation.com. 

“We send people on the road who are interested in exploring the world outside their comfort zone, talking with individuals who chose to define their own road in life, and sharing their experiences with our generation,” says Marriner.

This fall, the Roadtrip Nation Movement goes international and will be releasing footage from the recent Green RV trip in Australia. Students Bruce Hardy, Kay Lee, and Brynn O’Brien traversed the vast terrain, interviewing leaders from all walks of life to learn how they got to where they are today. Along the way they met with environmentalist Tim Winton, fashion designer Juliana Foong, Australian Minister of Parliament Tanya Plibersek winemaker Ruth Mihaly, and Aboriginal leader Bob Randall. All shared where they were at in their twenties, and how they shed the noise of conformity to get to where they are today.

Meanwhile, back in America, students Sean Murphy, Christina Padis, and Tim McNaught hit the road for five weeks interviewing such visionaries as the Executive Editor of Worldchanging.org Alex Steffen, CEO of Netflix Reed Hastings, graphic designer  Stefan Sagmeister, and Zen Master Bon Soeng.

In addition to these trips, viewers will be able to experience a variety of footage from Roadtrip Nation’s “Indie Roadtrips” that have spanned the globe, including Uganda and Puerto Rico. These experiences will be showcased online at PBS.org, where users will learn how they can apply to hit the road on their own.

In support of the season’s fifth debut on PBS, Roadtrip Nation is launching a national campus tour conducting over 50 college and high school events and film screenings across America. The point is to inspire students everywhere to hit the road, explore their passions, and set out to define their own roads in life.

FOR MORE INFORMATION on Roadtrip Nation please visit:

* www.roadtripnation.com
* www.pbs.org/roadtripnation
Funding for Roadtrip Nation is made possible by State Farm, The CollegeBoard, The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and Tourism Australia.

