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Join Host Hugh Bonneville for
A SALUTE TO DOWNTON ABBEY
Premiering Sunday, November 29, 2015 on PBS

– Celebrate the Most-Watched Drama in PBS History as the Final Season Approaches –
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	Hugh Bonneville. 
Credit: Starlight Photography


As the top-rated PBS drama of all time approaches its sixth and final season in January 2016, join host Hugh Bonneville, who portrays Robert, Earl of Grantham, to look back on this remarkable series and its beloved characters, and enjoy a tantalizing glimpse of what the climactic nine episodes in Season 6 — premiering Sunday, January 3, 2016, on MASTERPIECE — will bring. Where will fate, passion, ambition and duty lead television’s cherished characters? A SALUTE TO DOWNTON ABBEY premieres Sunday, November 29, 2015, at 9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS. 

Featuring interviews with writer and creator Julian Fellowes, executive producer Gareth Neame and the cast of “Downton Abbey,” A SALUTE TO DOWNTON ABBEY includes favorite scenes and behind-the-scenes footage from both above and below stairs. “Downton Abbey" is a Carnival Films/MASTERPIECE co-production.	              

“Downton Abbey on MASTERPIECE is the most popular drama in PBS history, and we can’t wait to kick off its final season with this special program,” said Paula Kerger, PBS President and CEO. “Along with countless Downton fans, we are looking forward to reliving some of the best of the past and getting a glimpse of what the future holds for these unforgettable characters.” 

Host Hugh Bonneville recalls the high points from storylines of the past five seasons, and with his characteristic charm and wit, helps answer the following burning questions:

• Will Lady Mary finally find another true love?
• Will Bates and Anna find happiness?
• How will Lady Edith and Marigold fit in at Downton?
• Will the wedding of Carson and Mrs. Hughes be the joyful celebration we all hope for?
• What twists and turns are in store for the Crawleys as the final season unfolds?

Over the past five years, “Downton Abbey” on MASTERPIECE has continued to captivate viewers with its intimately interlaced stories centered on an English country estate. Audiences have been gripped by the wrenching social changes, romantic intrigues and personal crises faced by the Crawley family and the household staff. “Downton Abbey” on MASTERPIECE opened Season 1 with a crisis sparked by the sinking of the Titanic in1912. Having weathered the demise of a string of heirs, the horrors of World War I, the Spanish flu, false convictions and romantic betrayals, not to mention the compromising death of a Turkish diplomat in the throes of passion, “Downton Abbey” has continued to keep viewers enthralled. 

A runaway hit since it debuted on PBS in 2011, “Downton Abbey” — a Carnival/MASTERPIECE co-production — is widely credited with reigniting Americans’ passion for British drama. It is the top PBS drama of all time, the most popular series in MASTERPIECE’s 45-year history and one of the most-watched dramas on American television, frequently beating the competition in its Sunday night time slot. MASTERPIECE is presented on PBS by WGBH Boston. 

With 59 Emmy® nominations, more than any other non-U.S. show in Emmy® history, “Downton Abbey” is one of the most honored series on television. It has won 12 Emmys®, three Golden Globes®, three Screen Actors Guild Awards, a Producers Guild Award and three BAFTAs, as well as being presented with the 2015 BAFTA Special Award in recognition of the outstanding global success of the show.

PBS special programming invites viewers to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; hear diverse viewpoints; and take front-row seats to world-class drama and performances. Viewer contributions are an important source of funding, making PBS programs possible. PBS and public television stations offer all Americans from every walk of life the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content.

Underwriters: Public Television Viewers and PBS
Producer: Inky Dinky Worldwide LLC
Producer and Director: Bob Marty  

About Hugh Bonneville
Hugh Bonneville, who portrays Robert, Earl of Grantham, is a familiar face to television audiences, having played leading roles in Madame Bovary, The Cazalets, Take a Girl Like You, Daniel Deronda and The Commander. He appeared in the Emmy® award-winning The Gathering Storm and played the poet Philip Larkin in Love Again. Other credits range from comedies like The Robinsons, The Vicar of Dibley, Freezing, Rev and Mr Stink (BAFTA nomination, Best Comedy) to dramas such as Diary of a Nobody, Tsunami: The Aftermath, Miss Austen Regrets, Five Days, Hunter, Doctor Who and forthcoming Shakespeare adaptation The Hollow Crown for the BBC and PBS. Bonneville recently guest starred in ABC’s musical comedy series Galavant. Twenty Twelve, a spoof documentary about organizing the Olympic Games, won a British Comedy Award (2011) and a BAFTA (2013) for Best Situation Comedy, Bonneville being nominated two years running as Best Comedy Actor. His character, Ian Fletcher, has since reappeared in W1A, a series about life at the BBC. Bonneville was again BAFTA nominated in 2015. “Downton Abbey” has won more than 30 awards worldwide and Bonneville has received a Golden Globe® and two Emmy® nominations for his performance as Robert, Earl of Grantham. The “Downton Abbey” cast won Best Ensemble at the Screen Actors Guild Awards in 2013 and 2015. Bonneville made his feature film debut in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein in 1994, directed by Kenneth Branagh. His many film appearances since then include Notting Hill, Mansfield Park, Stage Beauty, Asylum, Scenes of a Sexual Nature, Man to Man, From Time to Time, Glorious 39, Burke & Hare, Third Star, The Monuments Men and Paddington. Bonneville is currently shooting Gurinder Chadha’s Viceroy’s House on location in India, playing Lord Louis Mountbatten, with Gillian Anderson as Lady Edwina. 


About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

About MASTERPIECE
MASTERPIECE is presented on PBS by WGBH Boston. Rebecca Eaton is executive producer for MASTERPIECE. Funding for the series is provided by Viking Cruises and Ralph Lauren Corporation with additional support from public television viewers and contributors to The MASTERPIECE Trust, created to help ensure the series’ future.

About Carnival Films
Carnival Films is a division of NBCUniversal International TV Production and is the UK’s largest drama specialist. The company is responsible for the global TV sensation “Downton Abbey,” winner of three Golden Globes and 11 Primetime Emmy awards, including Best Miniseries. It is the most nominated non-US show in the history of the Emmys, with a total of 51 nominations, and is now in 250 territories worldwide. Among numerous national and international awards, including three Screen Actors Guild Awards and three National Television Awards, in 2011 the show garnered a Guinness World Record for highest critical ratings for a TV show. “Downton Abbey” is executive produced by Carnival’s managing director Gareth Neame, who sold the production company to NBCU in 2008.

Founded in 1978, Carnival has produced many hundreds of hours of popular drama both in the UK and US, including primetime series such as Poirot, Hotel Babylon, Whitechapel, Jeeves & Wooster, Rosemary & Thyme, As If, Dracula and The Philanthropist, as well as award-winning miniseries such as C4’s iconic Traffik, David Hare’s Worricker Trilogy (Page Eight, Turks & Caicos and Salting the Battlefield), The 7:39 by David Nicholls, William Boyd’s BAFTA Award-winning Best Serial Any Human Heart, The Old Curiosity Shop and Enid starring Helena Bonham-Carter. Peter Morgan’s The Lost Honour of Christopher Jefferies broadcast on ITV at the end of 2014 to critical acclaim.

Carnival’s latest series The Last Kingdom is in production for BBC TWO and BBC America, and the sixth season of “Downton Abbey” is currently airing in the UK. Along with Neal Street Productions, Carnival co-produced the RTS award-winning drama The Hollow Crown, a screen version of Shakespeare’s history plays. The sequel, The Wars of the Roses, starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Judi Dench, completed filming in January 2015.



Carnival has recently announced major new projects such as Freud, Bill Gallagher’s Jamestown, and Neil Cross’s Bay of Plenty with Libertine Pictures. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Carnival was recognized as best production company at the 2011 Bulldog Awards and 2012 Broadcast Awards.

– PBS –

CONTACT:
Carrie Johnson, PBS, cjohnson@pbs.org; 703-739-5129
Cara White, CaraMar, Inc., cara.white@mac.com; 843-881-1480
 
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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