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SECRETS OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE 
Explores the History of Famous Estate
One-Hour Special Leads into MASTERPIECE “Downton Abbey, Season 3” Premiere

 Sunday, January 6, 2013, on PBS Stations Nationwide
– Truth and Fiction Collide at the Famed Setting of Blockbuster “Downton Abbey” –
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	Highclere castle, home to the Carnarvon family for the last 300 years.
Credit: Courtesy of Lord and Lady Carnarvon


ARLINGTON, VA; NOVEMBER 28, 2012 – It may be more famous now than any time in its 1,300-year history as the setting of the hit drama “Downton Abbey,” but England’s Highclere Castle has its own extraordinary stories to tell. The country estate is the subject of SECRETS OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE, part of an ongoing series by Pioneer Productions that looks at life in stately British homes. The program premieres Sunday, January 6, 2013, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET, followed by MASTERPIECE CLASSIC “Downton Abbey, Season 3,” 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS. 

In its heyday, Highclere was the social epicenter of Edwardian England, playing host to royalty, nobility and celebrity alike. SECRETS OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE shows how all the inhabitants of Highclere lived, from the aristocrats who enjoyed a life of luxury and indolence for centuries in the castle’s rooms (on an estate as large as New York City’s Central Park) to the army of servants toiling endlessly “below stairs” to make the lives of their lords and ladies run as smoothly as possible.  

“We are pleased to give Highclere a starring role,” says Beth Hoppe, Vice President of Programming for PBS. “This fascinating program gives our loyal viewers and all ‘Downton’ fans more of what they love. Not only can one find amazing entertainment on PBS, but also the context and surprising stories behind the entertainment.”
SECRETS OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE reveals the intersections of Highclere’s real history with the narrative arc of its fictional doppelganger. For instance, the castle actually served as a WWI military hospital, replete with an aristocratic resident who tended to the wounded. In real life, as in drama, historical events truly changed Highclere and its residents forever.
No one knows Highclere better than its current inhabitants, the current Lord and Lady Carnarvon.  SECRETS OF HIGHCLERE CASTLE follows these modern royals to find out how their $1 million in annual upkeep funds is spent and what life in a fairytale castle is like many generations past the age of extravagant parties and opulence. 
About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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CONTACTS:
John Michael Kennedy / Lena Auerbuch, Goodman Media International: 212-576-2700; PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com 
Lara Davidson, PBS: 703-739-5115; lkdavidson@pbs.org 
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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