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In PBS’ SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES, Historian Lucy Worsley Turns the Tables on the Well-Known Legend of King Henry VIII 

Whether divorced, beheaded or unscathed, the wives’ perspectives are center stage in a three-part series that premieres Sunday, January 22, 2016, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET 

	 

[image: ]ARLINGTON, VA; December 12, 2016 – The 16th century legend of King Henry VIII is turned on its crowned head as the dramatic stories of his six tumultuous marriages are told from the wives’ perspectives in SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES.  The three-part dramatic and historical series, co-produced by the BBC, premieres Sunday, January 22, 2017, at 10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings). It joins a full night of head-turning drama that evening that also includes the second season premiere of PBS’ original American drama MERCY STREET at 8:00 p.m., followed by the second episode of “Victoria” on MASTERPIECE at 9:00 p.m.
Historian Lucy Worsley leads viewers through a new view of the Tudor Court’s marital scandals in "Secrets of the Six Wives." Courtesy of Laurence Cendrowicz / © Wall to Wall South Ltd

With extraordinary attention to detail – including actual first-person accounts pulled from historical records and secrets and stories from the women who surrounded each Queen – SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES offers an ambitious approach to the oft-told tales.

Led by UK author and historian Lucy Worsley, who moves seamlessly from the present to the past and appears throughout the series as an observer and commenter on the happenings at court, SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES gives history a new point of view. Worsley is the Joint Chief Curator at Historic Royal Palaces, and a face familiar to British audiences as a regular historical contributor to BBC, whose best-selling books bring new angles on centuries of British history.

The series’ three episodes follows the trajectory of a well-known British nursery rhyme used to teach children the order of the six wives, “Divorced, Beheaded, Died; Divorced, Beheaded, Survived.”  A short recap of each episode follows:

· Worsley begins the series by transporting viewers to the Tudor Court for Episode 1, where young Henry is smitten with Spanish princess Katherine of Aragon, who became his first wife, until her “inability” to deliver a suitable heir destroyed their marriage. Henry’s wandering eye leads him to Mary Boleyn then to her sister, the infamous Anne Boleyn, as he begins divorcing his first wife.
· In Episode 2, viewers learn that Anne Boleyn was not necessarily the “harlot” described by history, but instead a strong and intelligent woman.  After Anne’s famous beheading, King Henry marries his professed “true love” Jane Seymour, who bore the King’s only son but died soon after the child’s birth. 
· Episode 3 takes place in Henry’s later years and traces the failed marriages he had with Anne of Cleves, whom he divorced, but who got a very good settlement and ended up as one of the richest women in England, and Catherine Howard, a teenager who Lucy discovers was exploited by older men from a young age. She was also beheaded. Henry remained married to his sixth wife, Katherine Parr, until his death. 

Whether as witness to, participant in, or wry commentator on the marital dramas as they unfold, Worsley shines an empathetic light on the featured women and, in doing so, delivers a new take on the legend of King Henry VIII.

“The story of Henry VIII and his wives is an endlessly fascinating one for people all over the world,” says Louise Murray, Production Executive for Wall to Wall, which produced the series for BBC and PBS. “Everyone loves the Royal Family – no matter at what point in history they reigned.  But they especially love the scandal and the drama that accompanies a dynasty of such power, longevity and complexity.”

Murray says the cast of SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES features mostly new faces from the U.K., helping to bring the story a contemporary feel. Starring as the six wives are: Paola Bontempi (Katherine of Aragon); Claire Cooper (Anne Boleyn); Elly Condron (Jane Seymour); Rebecca Dyson Smith (Anne of Cleves); Lauren McQueen (Catherine Howard); and Alice Patten (Katherine Parr). Notable veteran actor Richard Ridings, who voices the character of Daddy in the popular children’s show Peppa Pig, appears as the older King Henry VIII in episode 3. Scott Arthur plays Young King Henry VIII in episodes 1 and 2.

Written by Chloe Moss and produced by Wall to Wall, SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES, is a Warner Bros. production in cooperation with the British Broadcasting Corporation. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SECRETS OF THE SIX WIVES is part of PBS’ night of quality dramas kicking off Sunday, January 15 with "Victoria" on MASTERPIECE, starring Jenna Coleman as the young Queen at the outset of her epic reign, from accession to the throne at 18 through her political trials, courtships and marriage to Prince Albert.  January 22 brings the season two premiere of MERCY STREET, the acclaimed original drama that follows stories of a group of doctors, nurses, soldiers, and free and enslaved African American in Alexandria, Virginia as the city emerges from the Civil War.

About PBS 
PBS, with nearly 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 100 million people through television and nearly 33 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

About BBC
The BBC has an unrivalled global reputation for the factual content it produces across arts, history, documentaries and natural history, and broadcasts some 7,000 hours of high-quality, distinctive factual programs a year on television. The BBC is recognized as an industry leader in terms of innovation, consistently pushing the boundaries of its productions, delivered to our audience by the most engaging and inspirational experts.
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CONTACTS: 

Sara Levin/Melissa Goldberg, Goodman Media International for PBS, 	
212-576-2700; PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com						
Kayla Springer, PBS, 703-739-5357; kmspringer@pbs.org  

For additional information, including media screeners, photos, interviews and more, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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