About Robert Smith

Robert Smith established himself as the best running back in the history of the Minnesota Vikings and quit at the peak of his career before he turned 30. An avid amateur astronomer, Smith now does college football commentary for ESPN and serves as an adjunct high school coach in Miami.  His book, The Rest of the Iceberg: An Insider’s View on the World of Sport and Celebrity (Inkwater Books, 2004), analyzes the public’s obsession with sports stars and stresses the importance of science education for citizens of the U.S. and other democracies.
Selected by the Minnesota Vikings in the first round of the 1993 NFL Draft, Smith played with the Vikings for eight seasons, setting an all-time NFL record for rushing yards per touchdown run.  He led the NFC in rushing with 1,521 yards during the 2000 season and was named to the Pro Bowl in 1998 and 2000.   

A top high school math student, Smith continues to pursue interests in astronomy and medicine, showing youngsters the wonders of the night sky through his 16-inch computerized telescope.  “It is vital for our youth to become better-educated, particularly in science,” he writes in The Rest of the Iceberg.  “If people would spend as much time investigating and looking at our government or some of the decisions that are made in our country as they do memorizing stats of players, then we'd have a better understanding of the world and would be capable of making better decisions.”
A college track and field star, Smith played running back with the Ohio State Buckeyes and is the only player to ever win Ohio’s Mr. Football Award twice, in 1988 and 1989.

