About Timothy Ferris

Although he is known primarily as an author, Timothy Ferris has been involved in television since age sixteen, when he wrangled seagulls for NBC’s Omnibus and shot 16mm film for Jack Paar’s Tonight show.  While in high school he anchored a live Saturday-morning panel program, Youth Meets Business, which he describes today as “so stultifyingly boring that I believe its only viewers some mornings were our parents,” and played a defense attorney in a youth-oriented courtroom drama “that even our parents gave up watching.”  Undaunted, Ferris went on to write and present two PBS specials – "The Creation of the Universe" and “Life Beyond Earth.” The two aired back-to-back in 1999, making Ferris one of the few nonfiction filmmakers to have an entire night of prime-time network programming devoted to his work.  

Seeing in the Dark, Ferris’ third film, was shot in his fiftieth year as a stargazer and drew on his wide range of experience.  He produced wrote, and narrated it, shot several of its time-lapse astrophotography sequences, made field recordings for its soundtrack, and designed its special effects.

In addition to Seeing in the Dark, which was named by The New York Times as one of the ten best books of the year, Ferris is the author of the bestsellers, Galaxies, The Whole Shebang, and Coming of Age in the Milky Way, as well as over two hundred articles and essays in Time, Newsweek, Forbes, Harper’s, Scientific American, Vanity Fair, The Nation, The New Republic, The New York Review of Books, and The New Yorker. 

Ferris produced the Voyager phonograph record, an artifact of human civilization launched aboard the twin Voyager interstellar spacecraft now exiting the outer reaches of the solar system, was among the journalists selected as candidates to fly aboard the Space Shuttle in 1986, and has served on various NASA commissions studying the long-term goals of space exploration and the potential hazards posed by near-Earth asteroids.

Called “the best popular science writer in the English language” by The Christian Science Monitor and “the best science writer of his generation” by The Washington Post, Ferris has received the American Institute of Physics prize and a Guggenheim Fellowship, as well as nominations for the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize.  A Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, Professor Ferris has taught astronomy, English, history, journalism, and philosophy at four universities, and is emeritus professor at the University of California, Berkeley. 

http://timothyferris.com
