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Viewers to Explore the Reproductive Behaviors of Four Fascinating Species in Brand New Series for Channel 4 and PBS

 BORN IN THE WILD Premieres Sunday, June 8th, 2014, 8.00-9.00pm on Channel 4

[bookmark: _GoBack]SEX IN THE WILD Premieres Wednesday, July 16, 2014, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS
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	Anatomist Dr. Joy Reidenberg with a kangaroo.
Veterinary scientist Mark Evans with a baby elephant
Credit: Windfall Films


ARLINGTON, VA/ LONDON, UK; MAY 29, 2014 – Channel 4 and PBS today announced a four-part weekly series, produced by Windfall Films, part of the Argonon group, that takes viewers from the Okavango Delta in Botswana to the Australian Outback, and from a Borneo rainforest to the waters of New Zealand, to study animal reproduction in vivid detail. The series premieres as SEX IN THE WILD on PBS, Wednesday, July 16, 2014, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET. The title of the Channel 4 series is BORN IN THE WILD and launches in the UK on June 8, 2014.

Sara Ramsden, Channel 4 Specialist Factual Commissioner, says: “BORN IN THE WILD includes some jaw-dropping revelations and amazing footage of animal births and mating behavior. You will never look at elephants in quite the same way again.”

 “PBS is home to extraordinary science programming that covers all aspects of nature. SEX IN THE WILD provides a real and fascinating look at how four environmentally crucial species reproduce,” said Beth Hoppe, PBS Chief Programming Executive and General Manager, General Audience Programming. “For a 10 p.m. audience interested in knowing about the livelihood of key animal species and finding out how they can survive — and even thrive  — SEX IN THE WILD is both remarkable and revealing.” 
	
Veterinary scientist Mark Evans and anatomist Dr. Joy S. Reidenberg, experts in animal reproduction, reveal the natural mating, birth and rearing behaviors of elephants, kangaroos, dolphins and orangutans, all while capturing rare, beautiful footage of these species in their natural habitats.

The series brings viewers a deep level of detail about these species’ mating methods and reproductive anatomies, and illustrates how scientists help preserve certain species for future generations, both in the wild and in a laboratory setting.

“Kangaroos, elephants, dolphins and orangutans each have unique and amazing sexual anatomies and reproductive cycles,” said Dr. Reidenberg, who has also brought INSIDE NATURE’S GIANTS to PBS viewers. “We have the opportunity to focus on the issues and challenges that each of these animal groups faces when it comes to the procreation of their species.”

Episodes depict how animals woo the opposite sex, mate, and raise their young in extreme environments.  The series highlights conservation and preservation efforts to protect endangered species, and explores growing attempts to safely control increasing populations of particular species, such as Botswana’s elephants.

Episodes include:

· “Elephants” 
Reidenberg and Evans follow Kiti, a pregnant female elephant, through the birth of her baby. In addition, Evans travels with a group attempting to control the elephant population (and learns how to produce a bull elephant sperm sample) while also maintaining genetic diversity, through chemical birth control as Botswana copes with increasing numbers of animals. 

· “Kangaroos” 
The scientists chronicle the birth of a kangaroo joey and its development. The episode explores koala conservation efforts in Brisbane that use artificial insemination to boost the numbers of koala babies. Reidenberg visits a pioneering breeding program at the University of Adelaide to learn more about preservation efforts to save the extremely endangered southern brush-tailed rock-wallaby in South Australia. 

· “Orangutans” 
Reidenberg and Evans travel to an orangutan sanctuary deep in the rainforest of Borneo to explore the reproduction challenges of one of humans’ closest cousins — the orangutan. The team examines how the alpha male “kings” exert their power over other males and seduce females in their territory. Devoting a lengthy seven years to raising a single orangutan baby is key to the success of the species — similar to humans. 

· “Dolphins” 
In this episode, Reidenberg travels to New Zealand to uncover the mating strategies and anatomies of dusky dolphins, who form mating groups that leap from the water in perfect unison. In a high-speed chase, males pursue females and rapidly mate with them — in just two seconds. Viewers can witness a dolphin birth and learn the difficulties of breastfeeding underwater.

SEX IN THE WILD / BORN IN THE WILD is produced by Windfall Films. The episodes are produced and directed by Roeland Doust, Peter Fison, Charlotte Hunt-Grubbe and Kelly Neaves. The series executive producers are Jamie Lochhead and David Dugan.

CONTACTS: 
Nicole Wells Foster, PBS, 703-739-5351; njwells@pbs.org
Mark Collins, Channel 4, +44 (0)207 205 2700; markc@markcollinspr.com	
Rich Turner, House PR for Argonon, +44 (0)207 291 3021 / 3039; rich@housepr.com	

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.

The Channel 4 press site can be accessed at www.channel4.com/info/press 

About Windfall Films
Over 25 years, the multi award-winning Windfall Films has established an international reputation as a producer of innovative television programmes. Windfall has applied its distinctive style and meticulous standards to a range of genres, including science, social, and history documentaries, factually-based dramas and original format shows.

Windfall, shortlisted at the UK Broadcast Awards for Best Independent Production Company and second in Televisual's Top 100 production companies, was also named in the Realscreen Hot 100 in 2014.  

The company has collected numerous awards for their programming, including BAFTAs for Inside Nature’s Giants and Murder Trial, an Emmy for DNA and Best Documentary prize for The Murder Trial at the Broadcast Awards.

About Argonon 
Argonon is the award-winning indie production group, formed by Leopard Films CEO James Burstall in 2011. Leopardrama, Leopard Films, Leopard USA and Remedy Productions were the first to join the group; Remedy Canada launched in June 2012 backed by Argonon; Transparent TV and joint venture BriteSpark Films joined in 2013; Blacklisted Films was formed as a joint venture in 2014 and Windfall Films became the latest company to join Argonon earlier this year. The group has been formed to bring together world-class talent across the transmedia landscape, with headquarters in London, New York and Vancouver. Content from the group includes award-winning factual, factual entertainment, entertainment, drama, arts, comedy and children’s programming.  
www.argonon.com 

About Channel 4
Channel 4 is the UK's only publicly owned, commercially funded public service broadcaster, with a remit to be innovative, experimental and distinctive. We work across television, film and digital media to deliver our public service remit, as outlined in the 2003 Communications Act and most recently the 2010 Digital Economy Act. Channel 4 was established in 1982 with a unique business model, under the Broadcasting Act 1981. We are funded predominantly by advertising and sponsorship, but unlike other broadcasters such as ITV, Channel 4 is not shareholder owned. It is governed by a unitary board made up of executive and non-executive directors, who are responsible for ensuring that C4 fulfills its remit and delivers its financial responsibilities. Non-executive directors are appointed by OFCOM in agreement with the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport.

About “Think Wednesday”
SEX IN THE WILD is part of PBS’ new “Think Wednesday” programming lineup of science, nature and technology programming that includes the acclaimed series NATURE and NOVA, coupled with new special programming at 10 p.m. Wednesday nights on PBS offer new perspectives on life in the universe and keep viewers both curious and wanting more. For more information on “Think Wednesday,” visit www.pbs.org/thinkwednesday.

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 109 million people through television and over 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.
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