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SIDE BY SIDE: THE SCIENCE, ART, AND IMPACT OF DIGITAL CINEMA, Produced And Hosted By Keanu Reeves, 
Explores The Impact Of Digital Technology On The Film Industry 

Major Filmmaking Talents Weigh In On Film vs. Digital Including James Cameron, 
George Lucas, Robert Rodriguez, Steven Soderbergh, Martin Scorsese and More
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Produced and hosted by Keanu Reeves and directed by Chris Kenneally, SIDE BY SIDE: THE SCIENCE, ART, AND IMPACT OF DIGITAL CINEMA is a provocative and in-depth examination of how digital filmmaking is challenging traditional celluloid film as the gold standard in moviemaking. SIDE BY SIDE captures the essence of the film versus digital debate through unprecedented access to influential filmmakers such as James Cameron, David Fincher, George Lucas, David Lynch, Martin Scorsese, Robert Rodriguez, Lana and Andy Wachowski, Steven Soderbergh and many more. Presented by Maryland Public Television, SIDE BY SIDE premieres on Friday, August 30, 2013, from 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS.

For almost one hundred years there was only one way to make a movie — on film. But over the last two decades a digital process has emerged to challenge photochemical filmmaking. In 2009 Slumdog Millionaire won the Academy Award for Best Cinematography, the first time the award was given to a film shot almost entirely digitally and not on film. 

“Cinema is at a tipping point. Digital has challenged, and in some ways completely overturned, a process of making movies on photochemical film that has been a tradition for over one hundred years,” says director Chris Kenneally. “SIDE BY SIDE is an intimate conversation between Keanu and the top professionals in the industry about this revolution and its impact.”

SIDE BY SIDE investigates the history, process and workflow of both digital and photochemical film creation, and how — at least for now — the two forms coexist side by side. The evolving relationship between art and technology is revealed through clips of groundbreaking films, as well as visits to movie sets. Directors, producers, cinematographers, colorists, editors and actors offer anecdotes and candid opinions about how the digital revolution is transforming their storytelling tools and techniques.
SIDE BY SIDE examines what is gained and what is lost both practically and philosophically in the changeover from film to digital. Those who embrace digital cite how it democratizes the filmmaking process and allows for infinite creativity. 
“I’m always looking for whatever is new to help invigorate storytelling to push the art form even further,” says Sin City and Spy Kids director/cinematographer Robert Rodriguez, who sees digital as the future of filmmaking. Others, such as The Dark Knight cinematographer Wally Pfister, champion film for its artistic integrity and unique ability to create evocative, nuanced images. “I’m not going to trade my oil paints for a set of crayons,” he says. But most agree that digital filmmaking is here to stay. As Martin Scorsese says, “The issue is that it is different. How to you use it and how do you use it to tell a story? It’s up to the filmmaker.”
SIDE BY SIDE is directed by Chris Kenneally and produced by Keanu Reeves and Justin Szlasa. The Director of Photography is Chris Cassidy and the Editors are Mike Long and Malcolm Hearn. Kamil Dobrowski is the Assistant Editor and the Production Coordinator is Tommy Strauss. Original Music is by Brendan Ryan and Billy Ryan.

About Maryland Public Television
Launched in 1969 and headquartered in Owings Mills, MD, Maryland Public Television is a nonprofit, state-licensed public television network and member of the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).  MPT’s six transmitters cover Maryland plus portions of contiguous states and the District of Columbia.  Frequent winner of regional Emmy® awards, MPT creates local, regional, and national television shows.  Beyond broadcast, MPT’s commitment to professional educators, parents, caregivers, and learners of all ages is manifest in its year-round instructional events and super-website Thinkport which garners in excess of 1.4 million visits annually.  MPT’s community engagement connects viewers with local resources on significant health, education, and public interest topics through year-round outreach events, viewer forums, program screenings, and phone bank call-in opportunities.   

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 120 million people through television and over 29 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.
– PBS –
CONTACT: 
Cara White, CaraMar Inc, 843-881-1480, cara.white@mac.com 
Phillip Guthrie, Maryland Public Television, 410-581-4187, pguthrie@mpt.org

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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