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Fact Sheet

SIMON SCHAMA’S POWER OF ART
The artists included in SIMON SCHAMA’S POWER OF ART led extraordinary lives, in and out of the studio.  The eight-part series premieres Monday, June 18 at 9 p.m. (ET) on PBS with Van Gogh, followed by Picasso at 10 p.m.  The series continues weekly, Mondays at 10 p.m., through July 30 (check local listings).  Here are some details about featured works of art and the lives, loves and creative journeys of the artists, in order of program broadcast:   
Vincent van Gogh 

Van Gogh actively painted only during the last 10 years of his life, but produced more than 1,000 works of art.  On July 27, 1890, he attempted suicide in a wheat field, shooting himself in the chest.  He died two days later.
Wheatfield with Crows, 1890

· Considered the painting that began modern art

· Oil on canvas

· Housed at the Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam
Pablo Picasso 

Picasso had his first exhibit at the age of 13, when he showed his paintings in the back room of an umbrella store.  
Guernica, 1937
· Commissioned by the Spanish Republican government for the Spanish Pavilion at the 1937 World’s Fair in Paris 
· Oil on canvas, 20 by 12 feet

· Housed at the Reina Sofía National Museum, Madrid

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio 
Caravaggio was famed for starting brawls and often ended up in jail.  He also killed a man.  For four years, he lived as a fugitive and was allegedly on his way to Rome to seek a pardon when he died, relatively young, of typhus, on a Tuscan beach.   

David with the Head of Goliath, c. 1605-06 

· Caravaggio’s final “self-portrait”
· Oil on canvas 
· Housed at the Galleria Borghese in Rome

Gian Lorenzo Bernini

Angry at his mistress and his brother for having an affair, Bernini beat his brother with an iron bar and dispatched a servant to slash the mistress’s face to ribbons.  For the crime, the pope sentenced Bernini to be married.  

The Ecstasy of St. Theresa, 1644-47
· The statue represented a comeback for the disgraced Bernini
· Marble, 11-foot-6
· Housed at the Cornaro Chapel, Santa Maria della Vittoria, Rome

Rembrandt van Rijn
In his prime, Rembrandt’s paintings hung in the houses of the richest and most powerful people in Holland.  By age 50, he was bankrupt.
The Conspiracy of the Batavians under Claudius Civilis, c. 1666

· Acting in the hope that someone would buy a piece of his rejected painting, Rembrandt cut up his masterpiece  

· Oil on canvas 
· Housed at the Nationalmuseum, Stockholm; on loan from the Academy of Art

Jacques-Louis David 
David was a member of the Committee of General Security, the police arm of the revolutionary French government.  He became an enforcer, signing warrants for executions.  
The Death of Marat, 1793
· Oil on canvas 
· Housed at the Musees Royaux des Beaux-Arts de Belgique, Brussels

J.M.W. Turner

Turner exhibited at London’s Royal Academy at the age of 15.  In 1840, during an annual exhibition at the same academy, critics compared his masterpiece, Slave Ship, to a kitchen accident, or the contents of a spittoon.  He is considered the first true modern painter. 

Slave Ship (Slavers Throwing Overboard the Dead and Dying, Typhoon Coming On), 1840
· A visual representation of one of the most shameful episodes in the history of the British Empire

· Oil on canvas 
· Housed at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Mark Rothko

When asked how far back people should stand from his big paintings, Rothko recommended 18 inches.  
Seagram murals

· Originally commissioned for the exclusive Four Seasons restaurant in the Seagram Building for $35,000, Rothko returned the money in 1959 and withdrew his paintings in disgust after lunching at the restaurant 

· Nine paintings, oil on canvas

· Rothko donated the murals to the Tate Gallery in London for permanent display.  The paintings, now on display at the Tate Modern, arrived at the museum on the morning of Rothko’s suicide.
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