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SIMON SCHAMA’S POWER OF ART
SIMON SCHAMA

Writer and Host
Before becoming university professor of art history and history at Columbia University in New York City, Simon Schama taught at Cambridge, Oxford and Harvard.  His courses have included the British Empire, English and French art and politics, the gothic revival in England, Ruskin and Victorian culture, British contemporary art, earth art, and Rembrandt.  In Fall 2006, he was the Mellon lecturer at the National Gallery of Art in Washington D.C., lecturing on the late style in painting from Titian to Matisse.  He has also taught at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Social in Paris.  
Schama is internationally acclaimed for his best-selling books, which include Rough Crossings: Britain, the Slaves and the American Revolution, winner of the 2006 National Book Critics Circle Award for General Nonfiction; Citizens (1989), an award-winning re-appraisal of the French revolution; Patriots and Liberators:  Revolution in the Netherlands, 1780-1813  (1977), an account of the collapse of the Dutch Republic in the 18th century and winner of the Wolfson Prize for History; The Embarrassment of Riches (1987), an illustrated chronicle of 17th-century Dutch culture; Dead Certainties: Unwarranted Speculations (1991); Landscape and Memory (1995); and Rembrandt’s Eyes (1999), which explores the painter’s life and his work.  
In 1996, his reviews of museum art shows for The New Yorker won the National Magazine Award for Essays and Criticisms and he continues to contribute essays on art and culture to the magazine.  In 2004, a collection of his essays was published as Hang-Ups:  Essays on Painting, Mostly (BBC Books).  He has written about Anselm Kiefer, Cy Twombly, Anya Gallaccio, Jenny Saville, and John Virtue.
As writer and broadcaster he has made more than 20 films for BBC television, including Rembrandt: The Public Eye and the Private Gaze (1995), the five-part series based on Landscape and Memory; and the 15-part series A History of Britain, which earned Schama an Emmy nomination for script writing and which won the Broadcast Critics Award for Best Documentary Series in 2001.  His three-volume companion to A History of Britain was published in the U.S. by Miramax Books.
Schama’s work has been translated into 13 languages, and he has been honored with a Literary Award from the National Academy of Arts and Letters and with a C.B.E. (Commander of the British Empire) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 2001.  He is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Royal Society for the Arts.

CLARE BEAVAN

Series Producer, BBC Television
Director: Bernini, Rembrandt, David
Clare Beavan is an award-winning producer and director of documentaries on a wide range of topics.  As producer and director for the BBC Two biography series Reputations, she has documented the lives of Lee Strasberg and Alfred Kinsey as well as sports personalities Martina Navratilova (1994), Billie Jean King (1998) and Olga Korbut (1999). 

She also produced and directed three programs for A History of Britain, the 15-part series by Simon Schama:  Henry II & Thomas Becket (1999), Elizabeth I & Mary Queen of Scots (2000) and the final episode, Churchill & George Orwell (2002).  

In 2002, Beavan produced and directed a program on Princess Diana for the groundbreaking series Great Britons created by Mark Harrison for BBC Two.  Her most recent project was The Prince, the Showgirl and Me for BBC Four.  In March, Simon Schama’s Power of Art: Bernini, which Beavan directed, was nominated for a 2007 Rose D’Or Award for excellence in international entertainment television.

DAVID BELTON
Director:   van Gogh

David Belton is an award-winning BBC producer/director.  He co-wrote and produced the critically-acclaimed, award-winning feature Beyond the Gates, a 2006 film set during the 1994 Rwandan genocide, starring John Hurt and Hugh Dancy.  In 2002-03, he was deputy editor of the BBC’s This World; in 2001 he wrote, produced and directed BBC Two’s Horizon, on the theory of volcanic prediction; and an episode of the Reputations series on disgraced Olympic sprinter Ben Johnson.     

Previously, Belton was series director and producer of Soldiers to Be, a 12-part series of observational films for BBC One; producer and director of White Plague, on the spread of tuberculosis in the gulags of Siberia and the city of Tomsk; producer/director of two films for the BBC Two series The Verdict; and field producer, director and assistant producer for the BBC’s Newsnight, covering a wide array of domestic and foreign subjects.  Belton has also written for The Independent, The Guardian and The Washington Post.  
Recently, Simon Schama’s Power of Art:  Van Gogh, which Belton directed, was nominated for a British Academy of Film and Television Arts award for Best Factual Photography.

STEVE CONDIE

Director:  Turner, Picasso 

Steve Condie is an experienced producer/director who has worked in genres as diverse as drama documentary, constructed documentary and investigative current affairs. 

His producing and directing credits include Rough Crossings (2006-07); One Night in Bhopal (2004); The Miners Strike (2004); The Fergie Factor (2002); Terror in America – The British Victims (2001); Booze (2001); The Lion Rampant (2000); Soul Man: Isaac Hayes Close Up (1999); Newsnight at 20 (1999); and A Different Country (1994).  He also worked as program editor on What the World Thinks of America (2003).

In addition, he worked as an award-winning producer on Newsnight from 1996-99, specializing in films on Northern Ireland; and as a producer in current affairs and the arts in Scotland.  

CARL HINDMARCH

Director:  Caravaggio, Rothko

Carl Hindmarch freelanced in London for The Sunday Times, The Guardian newspaper and The Face magazine before becoming features editor of Elle magazine.  He has worked as a producer on The Big Breakfast and as a regular director of the internationally acclaimed Lonely Planet travel series, where he did films on Madagascar, Brazil, Nepal, and Ireland.  At Channel 4, he directed Position Impossible, a three-part series on the Kama Sutra. 

In 2000, Hindmarch wrote and directed the three-part documentary series, Pump Up the Volume.  For the past five years, Hindmarch has continued to work as a writer and director of feature-length documentaries and drama-documentaries.  Highlights include creating the pilot episode of the series Days That Shook the World and The Four Minute Mile, both written and directed for the BBC. 

In 2005, he completed The Somme, a dramatized account of the bloodiest day in British military history.  He is currently in post-production on The Last Viceroy of India for Channel 4, a drama-documentary of the partition of India and the creation of Pakistan in 1947 as told through the eyes of Britain’s last Viceroy, Louis Mountbatten.  

MARK HARRISON

Head of Arts, BBC Television

Mark Harrison began his career as an historian.  He gained a first class degree and Ph.D in history from Cambridge and became the youngest Cambridge don of his time as a research fellow at Kings College.  He has a number of academic publications to his name, including Crowds and History (Cambridge University Press, 1988).

In 1987, he became a BBC television producer at the network features department in Bristol, where he directed films for several series, including Words on Film (award-winning documentary in verse on immigration), Small Objects of Desire (documentaries on the history of everyday objects) and Three Minute Culture with Michael Ignatieff.  He also ran a number of series and special projects, including The Last Days of Leningrad, Magic Animals and the factual output for Comic Relief.  

In 1993, he left the BBC to join the independent sector, first at Barraclough Carey and later becoming the managing director of the independent company Soul Purpose Productions.  As an independent producer he made numerous films and series, including Channel 4’s Visions of Heaven and Hell; the observational documentary series on divorce, Break Up; and Losing It, an award-winning film for Equinox.  He also continued to make series for the BBC, including Century Road and Balls to Africa.  His awards include RTS, Golden Gate and a BFI award for innovation.  In 2002, he returned to the BBC to create the groundbreaking series Great Britons for BBC Two.

In November 2002, he was appointed head of arts at the BBC in London, where he has overseen the development and delivery of arts programs on all BBC television channels.  He has been responsible for a number of major commissions, such the landmark series Michelangelo, A Picture of Britain and How Art Made the World, popular series such as Around the World in 80 Treasures and Italy Top to Toe, and major arts events formats such as the Big Read.

BASIL COMELY
Executive Producer, BBC Television
Basil Comely is editor, arts features, at the BBC, responsible for a wide range of landmark series across BBC One and BBC Two.  Comely produced the acclaimed series A Picture of Britain (a history of landscape painting) with broadcast veteran David Dimbleby (BBC One); Italy Top to Toe (BBC Two); Around the World in 80 Treasures (BBC Two); and Marvels of the Modern Age (BBC Two).  He also executive-produced the acclaimed special Lighting up New York, written and presented by The New Yorker columnist, Adam Gopnik, for BBC Two and BBC Four.

Currently in production is another Dimbleby landmark, How We Built Britain (BBC One); Dan Cruickshank’s Global Adventures (BBC Two); Francesco’s Mediterranean (BBC Two); and a 90-minute Christmas special with Dame Maggie Smith as she travels down the Nile in Egypt. 

Comely was editor of BBC One flagship arts strand Omnibus for five years.  He previously worked for Channel 4 and as a print journalist.  

MARGARET SMILOW

Executive Producer, Thirteen/WNET New York

Margaret Smilow has been producing award-winning films on international culture and arts since 1979.  Her projects with Alternate Current, the company she founded in 1979, include the highly-acclaimed series Music for the Movies, a collection of films on the art and craft of scoring music for feature films.  The first film in the series, Bernard Hermann, was nominated for an Academy Award in 1992.  Other works include: Musicals Great Musicals: The Arthur Freed Unit at MGM; Dashiell Hammett. Detective. Writer; Busby Berkeley: Going Through The Roof; and Isamu Noguchi: The Sculpture of Spaces.

Smilow joined Thirteen as director of culture and arts documentaries in 1997.  She received the 1999 Creative Arts Emmy Award for Outstanding Classical Music-Dance Program for her film Itzhak Perlman: Fiddling for the Future and a Non-Fiction Series Emmy for AMERICAN MASTERS Leonard Bernstein: Reaching for the Note. 

Her projects for Thirteen’s Great Performances include: Kurosawa; Making the Misfits; and Degas and the Dance, which won a Peabody Award.  Ongoing projects include Maestro, a feature-length film portrait of Russian conductor Valery Gergiev; a feature documentary Patti Smith: Dream of Life on the legendary rock star and poet; as well as Barenboim on Beethoven, which features the great pianist performing all 32 piano sonatas.
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