FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SIX DAYS IN JUNE:
TWO-HOUR SPECIAL MARKS THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE JUNE 1967 SIX DAY WAR

AIRS MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2007 AT 9PM ON PBS

(Boston, MA, May 16, 2007)  Forty Years ago in June, a war pitted the Israelis against the Arabs and the US against the Soviet Union.  It lasted only six days but it changed the Middle East and America’s policy toward it.  The war’s results are embodied in every aspect of the bloody Middle East conflict.  Six Days in June is the story of that war.  Airing Monday, June 4th at 9pm on PBS, this groundbreaking documentary brings to life the war’s battlefields, its politics, strategy, and the many lives it affected.

Although the fighting lasted only six days, the results of the war are still with us.  On its 40th anniversary, the region remains trapped in conflict, much of which is caused by the same animosity that triggered the war in the first place now mixed with the lingering result of its outcome. The Middle East is still every bit as explosive as it was then.  

For Israel, the 1967 war was a great military success that saved it from possible destruction. But it left a troubled legacy. It mired the country in years of occupation and violence, keeping it permanently on war footing. The Arab defeat crushed the dream of Pan-Arab nationalism, undermined the Arab secular regimes, and left the Arab world so traumatized that many turned to militant Islam.

Shot on location in Israel, Palestine, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Moscow, and Washington, Six Days in June brings a current perspective to the weeks that preceded the war, its six days of fighting, and its aftermath.  

“Six Days in June looks at the war not only as a story of victory and defeat, but as a cataclysmic event whose results continue to shape the struggle for peace in the Middle East,” says WGBH Executive Producer Zvi Dor-Ner.  “Perhaps most importantly, this film helps the viewers to appreciate both the Israeli and the Arab perspectives, to view the conflict from all angles.” 

With an extraordinary cast of characters—Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser, Field Marshal Amer, and Lyndon B. Johnson, to name a few—Six Days in June documents how the war came about, how it was fought, and how it reshaped the regional political landscape…all in six days.  

Six Days in June uses newly declassified archives, home movie footage and photographs, evocative recreations, unpublished personal diaries, and dozens of interviews with participants. The film offers an unprecedented insight into the story of the Six Day War.

Six Days in June airs Monday, June 4, 2007 at 9pm, only on PBS.  For more information, viewers may visit www.pbs.org.

Six Days in June Production Credits

Six Day in June is produced by Zvi Dor-Ner, directed by Ilan Ziv, edited by Benjamin Duffield and Alfonso Peccia, written by Steven Phizicky.  Story consultant is Jon Kalina. Original music by Vincent Stora. Narrated by John Tarzwell.

Six Days in June is a production of WGBH in co-production with Instinct Films, Canada, Point du Jour, France, and Alma Films, Israel. 

About WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such celebrated national PBS series as Masterpiece Theatre, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, Arthur and more than a dozen other award-winning primetime, lifestyle and children’s series. Boston’s last remaining independent TV station, WGBH’s local TV productions (among them, Greater Boston, Basic Black and La Plaza), focus on the region’s diverse community, while WGBH 89.7 FM is Boston’s NPR Arts & Culture station, offering a rich menu of classical, jazz, blues, news programming and more. WGBH is the leading producer of online content for pbs.org—one of the most-visited dot-org sites on the Internet—a major producer for public radio and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. For its efforts, WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of honors, including Oscars, Emmys, Peabodys and duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards. Visit WGBH on the Web at www.wgbh.org.
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