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THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK TAKES ITS GROUNDBREAKING SERIES SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA BEYOND THE TELEVISION SCREEN WITH OUTREACH 
INCLUDING TWO WEB SITES, COMPANION BOOK AND DVD RELEASE
Thirteen/WNET New York marks the premiere of its unprecedented four-part series SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA, coming to PBS in February 2005, with an array of ancillary materials that build on the programs’ themes and enable viewers and educators to continue exploring the history of U.S. slavery long after they have turned off their television sets.  
SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA chronicles the institution of slavery in this country from its origins in 1619 through the arrival of the first slaves in New Amsterdam, the War of Independence, the Civil War, and Reconstruction.  Each of the series’ four installments probes beyond the concept of slavery as a whole to focus on the poignant stories of individual slaves, and the ancillary materials are designed to complement featured content.  

Launching January 17, 2005, the SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA Web site – produced by Thirteen/WNET New York – will be accessible at www.pbs.org/slavery.  Site visitors will learn more about the topic of slavery through the powerful oral histories of former slaves.  The stories of men and women from Texas, Alabama, Mississippi, Virginia, and Maryland, most recorded in the 1940s, also paint a vivid portrait of the culture of the enslaved, revealing the ways in which African Americans maintained  their own collective identity in the face of oppression.  A photographic collage synchronized with the audio element enhances the impact of the narratives.  
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A timeline broken down into four chronological periods helps organize thematic content; each of the sections has its own narrative overview and links to related interactive learning activities, quizzes, maps, photo essays, and clips from the series.  The Web site will also include essays, original historical documents, discussion topics, excerpts from slave narratives and profiles of the figures featured in the series, touching on such topics as African-American family life both in Africa and America, gender roles, legal rights and government, religion, living conditions, responses to enslavement, and emancipation.  Background information on the series will also be available online, as well as a list of the best resources for further learning about slavery.


The SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA Web site is a production of Thirteen Online.  It is produced by David McCarthy and Brian Brunius.  Anthony Chapman is executive producer and director of Thirteen Online.

New York Life Insurance Company, the exclusive corporate funder of the series, has launched a second Web site for educators, currently live at www.slaveryinamerica.org.  Geared towards social studies and English teachers, the site provides resources that were previously unavailable or difficult to access, with narratives and literature that help illuminate the human face of slavery.  History, geography, literature, and narrative/biography sections offer essays, lesson plans, book lists, classroom activities, and other materials developed by teachers and for teachers with today’s students in mind.  
The site features unique interactive exhibitions such as “Roads to Freedom,” which allows students to explore the six routes most frequently used by enslaved men and women seeking liberty.  Combining primary-source documents, images, slave narratives, spoken narration, and original music, the exhibition conveys the enormity of the challenges slaves faced and the intelligence, courage and persistence with which they attempted to surmount them.  Additional interactive exhibitions will follow, and the Web site will be updated regularly with new content and resources.  
Featured historian James Oliver Horton has co-authored, with Lois E. Horton, a 256-page companion book, due in stores this October from Oxford University Press under limited release.  Also 
entitled Slavery and the Making of America, the book is a richly illustrated, vividly written documentation of the history and horrors of slavery, delving further into and even beyond the material presented in the series itself.  Like the documentary, the book describes the valiant struggles of the enslaved with haunting first-person accounts – many from the same men and women whose stories are revealed within the program’s four episodes.  But the nature of the written word enables the authors to paint a more comprehensive picture of the historical background against which the characters played out roles and interacted with one another.  

Readers will find a wide-ranging and sharply nuanced look at the institution of slavery, from well-known stories like that of Dred Scott and his doomed attempt to win freedom through the Supreme Court to those of less familiar characters like “Black Sam” Fraunces, a West Indian mulatto who owned New York City’s Queen’s Head Tavern, a key meeting place for 18th-century revolutionaries.  Additional stories spotlight numerous, remarkable African Americans, including Sergeant William H. Carney, whose bravery at Fort Wagner during the Civil War earned him a Congressional Medal of Honor, and Benjamin “Pap” Singleton, a former slave who led freed African Americans to a new life on the frontier.  Slavery and the Making of America will retail for $35; Oxford University Press will re-release the book in January for the upcoming series broadcast. 
A four-disc DVD version of the series will be available for $79.95 beginning in January, through Ambrose Video. 

SLAVERY AND THE MAKING OF AMERICA is a production of Thirteen/WNET New York.  William R. Grant is executive producer, Dante J. James is series producer and the writer, producer and director of The Downward Spiral.  Gail Pellett wrote, produced and directed Liberty In the Air, Chana Gazit wrote, produced and directed Seeds of Destruction, and Leslie D. Farrell wrote, produced and directed The Challenge of Freedom. 
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Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Religion & Ethics 

NewsWeekly, Wide Angle, Stage on Screen, Secrets of the Dead, and Cyberchase – as well as the work of Bill Moyers – to audiences nationwide.  As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices, and Reel New York.  With educational and community outreach projects that extend the impact of its television productions, Thirteen takes television “out of the box.”  And as broadcast and digital media converge, Thirteen is blazing trails in the creation of Web sites, enhanced television, CD-ROMs, DVD-ROMs, educational software, and other cutting-edge media products.  More information about Thirteen can be found at:  www.thirteen.org.
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New York Life Insurance Company, a Fortune 100 company founded in 1845, is the largest mutual life insurance company in the United States, and one of the largest insurers in the world.  Headquartered in New York City, New York Life’s family of companies offers life insurance, annuities and long-term care insurance.  New York Life Investment Management LLC provides institutional asset management, retirement planning and trust services.  Other New York Life affiliates provide an array of securities products and services, as well as institutional and retail mutual funds.  Please visit New York Life’s Web site at www.newyorklife.com for more information. 
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