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Scholar Biographies

On-Air Scholars
Following are biographies of scholars who provided their time, advice and expertise to make this series possible.
JAMES OLIVER HORTON

James Oliver Horton, co-author of the series’ companion book, is the Benjamin Banneker Professor of American Studies and History at George Washington University and director of the Afro-American Communities Project of the National Museum of American History at the Smithsonian Institution.  In addition to these posts, he recently assumed the presidency of the Organization of American Historians.  Horton has served as historical advisor to several museums, including the Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati, the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, Colonial Williamsburg, and Monticello.  During the Clinton Administration, Horton was named to both the White House Millennium Council and the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission.  Horton has published numerous articles and seven books, including Hard Road to Freedom: The Story of African America (2001); Black Bostonians: Family Life and Community Struggle in the Antebellum North (1979, 1999); and In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Protest, and Community Among Northern Free Blacks, 1700-1860 (1997), all co-authored with Lois E. Horton.  Horton and Horton also edited The History of the African-American People.  Their next book, Slavery and the Making America, is forthcoming from Oxford University Press.

IRA BERLIN

Ira Berlin is Distinguished University Professor and professor of history at the University of Maryland and a leading historian of southern and African-American life.  He is the author of several books on African-American history, including Many Thousands Gone (1998), a history of slavery in mainland North America during the first two centuries of European and African settlement.  It was awarded the Bancroft Prize in the category of Best American History Book, the Frederick Douglass Prize, the Owsley Prize, and the Rudwick Prize.  His other books include Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves (2003); Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South (1974); and Families and Freedom: A Documentary History of African-American Kinship in the Civil War Era (1998).  In addition, he is the co-editor of Free at Last: A Documentary History of Slavery, Freedom, and the Civil War (1993) and Remembering Slavery (1998), a book and tape set that incorporates poignant voices of former slaves.

EDWARD BALL

Edward Ball is the author of Slaves in the Family, winner of the 1998 National Book Award.  For 167 
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years, Ball’s family owned and traded slaves.  During that time, nearly 4,000 black people were purchased by the Balls or born into their ownership.  A former Village Voice columnist, Ball devoted several years of his life to locating the relatives of his family’s former slaves.  His nationally best-selling book tells the story of his search and the hidden family history he discovered along the way.

MIA BAY
Mia Bay is director of the Black Atlantic Project and associate professor of history at Rutgers University, New Brunswick.  She has written several articles, essays and book chapters including “The Historical Origins of Afrocentrism,” “The World Was Thinking Wrong about Race: The Philadelphia Negro and 19th-Century Science,” and “Remembering Racism: Rereading George Fredrickson’s ‘The Black Image in the White Mind.’”  She is also the author of The White Image in the Black Mind: African-American Ideas About White People, 1830-1925 (2000).

ANDREW BILLINGSLEY
Andrew Billingsley is professor of sociology and African-American studies at the Institute for Families in Society at the University of South Carolina, Columbia.  An expert in African-American culture, he has authored and co-authored seven books, including Mighty Like a River: The Black Church and Social Reform (2002); Black Families in White America (1988); and Climbing Jacob's Ladder: The Enduring Legacy of African-American Families (1994).  He is a former president of Morgan State University, Baltimore.
THOMAS J. DAVIS
Thomas J. Davis holds a Ph.D. in United States history and African history, an M.A. in journalism and a J.D.; he is a licensed attorney.  He has taught at several colleges and universities, including Arizona State University at Tempe, the State University of New York at Buffalo and Howard University.  Davis’ many and varied awards include fellowships in the humanities and law.  He sits on the editorial board of the Journal of Negro History and the Law and History Review and is the author of several books, including A Rumor of Revolt: The “Great Negro Plot” in Colonial New York (1985) and Africans in the Americas: A History of the Black Diaspora (1994), co-written with Michael L. Conniff.

DOUGLAS DEAL
Douglas Deal is professor and chair of the History Department at the State University of New York, Oswego.  He is the author of Race and Class in Colonial Virginia: Indians, Englishmen and Africans on the Eastern Shore During the 17th Century (1993) and “A Constricted World: Free Blacks on Virginia’s Eastern Shore, 1680-1750” in Colonial Chesapeake Society (1989), Carr et al., eds.  Deal’s work has received support from both the National Endowment for the Humanities and the National Science Foundation.  His areas of specialization include Colonial and Revolutionary America, the Civil War era, labor, slavery, and the South. 

BOBBY DONALDSON
Bobby Donaldson is assistant professor of history and African-American studies at the University of South Carolina.  His research and teaching examine the cultural and social legacies of black people following Emancipation, with a focus on African-American negotiations of place and power in the South.  Among Donaldson’s current projects are studies of new Negro leaders and intellectuals in the Jim Crow South and the social impact of David Walker’s Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World. 

W. MARVIN DULANEY
W. Marvin Dulaney is associate professor and chairman of the Department of History at the College of Charleston and director of the college’s African-American Studies Program.  He also serves as executive director of the Avery Research Center for African-American History and Culture.  Dulaney is the author of Black Police in America (1996), part of Indiana University Press’s Blacks in the Diaspora Series.  He has contributed essays on African-American political and social history and the civil rights movement to publications including the Journal of Negro History and Civil War History and is co-editor of The Texas African-American History Journal.  Dulaney’s current research examines the social and political history of African Americans in Dallas.

SYLVIA R. FREY
Sylvia R. Frey is professor emerita of history at Tulane University, where she was a co-founder and former director of the highly-regarded, National Endowment for the Humanities-supported Deep South Regional Humanities Center.  Frey was also associated with Tulane’s Newcomb College Center for Research on Women.  Among Frey’s books are Water From the Rock: Black Resistance in a Revolutionary Age (1991) and Come Shouting to Zion: African-American Protestantism in the American South and British Caribbean to 1830 (1998), co-authored by Betty Wood.  Frey has served on various boards including that of the Historical Society Board of Governors and the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of Military History.

LESLIE M. HARRIS
Leslie M. Harris is associate professor of history at Emory University and the author of In the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626-1863(2003).  Her scholarship efforts explore the history of pre-Civil War African Americans in the United States and their struggles to achieve freedom and racial equality.  Harris is particularly concerned with class and gender as aspects of black identity in this period.  She is currently working on a project that explores the concept of “enchained masculinity” and the slave experience of African-American men.  
PETER P. HINKS
Peter P. Hinks is an editor of The Frederick Douglass Papers: Autobiographical Writings (1999) and The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave: Written by Himself (2001).  He has also edited David Walker’s Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World (2000) and authored a book on Walker, entitled To Awaken My Afflicted Brethren: David Walker and the Problem of Antebellum Slave Resistance (1996).  Hinks was formerly a professor of history at Hamilton College.

GRAHAM RUSSEL GAO HODGES
Graham Russell Gao Hodges is professor of history at Colgate University, where he teaches Colonial and Revolutionary American, social and labor history.  Hodges, who has a special interest in Colonial New York, is the author of numerous books, including Slavery and Freedom in the Rural North: African Americans in Monmouth County, New Jersey, 1660-1860 (1997);  Slavery, Freedom and Culture Among Early American Workers (1998); and Root and Branch: African Americans in New York and East Jersey, 1613-1863 (1999).  He is the editor of Twenty-Two Years a Slave and Forty Years a Freeman by Austin Stewart and series editor of Garland Publishing’s Studies in African-American History and Culture.
NORRECE T. JONES JR.
Norrece T. Jones Jr. is associate professor of history and African-American studies at Virginia Commonwealth University.  His primary area of expertise is slavery and 19th-century American history.  He is a contributor to Slavery and the American South, W. Jordan, ed., and author of Born a Child of Freedom, Yet a Slave: Mechanisms of Control and Strategies of Resistance in Antebellum South Carolina (1991) as well as the forthcoming Slavery and Anti-Slavery: Critical Topics in American History.
DANIEL C. LITTLEFIELD
Daniel C. Littlefield is the Carolina Professor of History at the University of South Carolina, Columbia.  He formerly held a joint appointment in history and the Afro-American Studies and Research Program at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where he was also an associate of the Center for Advanced Studies.  Littlefield is the author of Rice and Slaves: Ethnicity and the Slave Trade in Colonial South Carolina (1991) and Revolutionary Citizens: African Americans 1776-1804 (1997), volume three of the Young Oxford History of African Americans series.  

JENNIFER L. MORGAN
Jennifer L. Morgan is associate professor of history and women’s and gender studies at Rutgers University.  She has also been a Faculty Fellow with the Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis.  Morgan has contributed papers to several journals and is the author of Laboring Women: Reproduction and Gender in New World Slavery (2004).  Her next project will examine gender and the family among the enslaved in Colonial New York.  

JAMES OAKES
James Oakes is professor of humanities with the Program in History at the City University of New York Graduate Center.  He is the author of Slavery and Freedom: An Interpretation of the Old South (1998) and The Ruling Race: A History of American Slaveholders (1982, 1998) and is a contributing author of Thomas Jefferson and the Education of a Citizen (1999, 2002), Gilreath, ed., and The South as an American Problem (1995), Griffin and Doyle, eds.  His journal contributions include “The Political Significance of Slave Resistance” in History Workshop 22 (1986).

NELL IRVIN PAINTER
Nell Irvin Painter is the Edwards Professor of American History at Princeton University.  She is also a faculty member and former director of Princeton’s Program in African American Studies.  Painter has been on the boards of many professional organizations and is currently a councillor of the prestigious Society of American Historians.  A popular public speaker, Painter is also a prolific author and editor.  Her books include Southern History Across the Color Line (2002), Exodusters: Black Migration to Kansas After Reconstruction (1992), and Harriet Jacobs’ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl; Written by Herself (2000), which she edited and introduced.  She has three forthcoming books: Creating Black Americans, The History of White People and Personal Beauty: Biology or Culture.  In Spring 2004, Princeton’s Program in African American Studies organized a conference in her honor:  “Constructing the Past, Creating the Future: The Legacy of Nell Irvin Painter.”
CARLA L. PETERSON
Carla L. Peterson is professor of English, director of the Africa and the Americas Committee, and an
affiliate of the Women’s Studies Program at the University of Maryland.  In addition, she is currently participating in Peopling the American Past, a Teaching American History grant project aimed at K-12 students in rural Virginia schools.  Peterson is the author of Doers of the Word: African-American Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880) (1995) and a contributing author of Criticism and the Color Line: Race and Revisionism in American Literary History (1996) and Critical Essays on Frederick Douglass (1993).  She is now working on a social and cultural history of African-American life in 19th-century New York City as seen through the lens of family history.

W. SCOTT POOLE
W. Scott Poole is assistant professor of history at the College of Charleston.  He is the author of Never Surrender: Confederate Memory and Conservatism in the South Carolina Upcountry (2004) and has written for the Journal of Southern History, Studies in Popular Culture, Civil War History, and the Encyclopedia of the American Civil War.  Poole’s forthcoming works include Vale of Tears: New Essays in Religion and Reconstruction and Mothers of Traitors: A Narrative of South Carolina’s Civil War.  
BERNARD E. POWERS JR. 
Bernard E. Powers Jr. is professor of history and director of the Graduate History Program at the College of Charleston.  Powers was previously a faculty member in the History Department at Northeastern Illinois University.  He has been published in South Carolina Historical Magazine and is the author of Black Charlestonians: A Social History 1822-1885 (1994).  Powers, for whom Charleston is a primary research interest, is also a trustee of the Historic Charleston Foundation.  

MARILYN RICHARDSON
Marilyn Richardson, principal of African-Americana Consultants, is a writer and lecturer on African-American history and culture.  Richardson has taught at several institutions including Harvard University, Boston University and MIT and has served as curator of Boston’s Museum of Afro-American History and the African Meeting House.  She is the editor of Maria W. Stewart: America’s First Black Woman Political Writer (1987) and the author of Black Women and Religion: A Bibliography (1980).

LAWRENCE ROWLAND
Lawrence Rowland is history professor emeritus at the University of South Carolina at Beaufort and former president and board member of the South Carolina Historical Society.  A past recipient of the South Carolina Governor’s Award in the Humanities, Rowland co-authored The History of Beaufort County, South Carolina Volume I, 1514–1861 (1996) and is presently at work co-authoring its companion volume, covering Beaufort history in the years 1861-1990.

JOHN SEDGWICK
John Sedgwick is a descendant of Theodore Sedgwick, an 18th-century Massachusetts attorney, U.S. senator and Speaker of the House of Representatives.  Sedgwick is also a contributing writer and editor   to journals such as GQ and Worth and an acclaimed novelist of psychological mysteries including The Dark House (2000) and The Education of Mrs. Bemis (2002).  
JOHN K. THORNTON

John K. Thornton is professor of history and African-American studies at Boston University.  Before joining the B.U. faculty in 2003, he taught for almost 20 years at Millersville University.  A sought-after historical consultant, Thornton was the consulting co-curator of “African Voices” at the Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., and is an advisor to the Yorktown-Jamestown Foundation, Williamsburg, Virginia.  Thornton is the author of numerous essays and articles and several books, including The Kingdom of Kongo: Civil War and Transition (1983); Warfare in Atlantic Africa, 1500-1800 (2000); and Africa and Africans in the Formation of the Atlantic World, 1400-1800 (1998).  
DEBORAH GRAY WHITE
Deborah Gray White is professor of history at Rutgers University.  She is the author of books including Ar’n’t I a Woman?: Female Slaves in the Plantation South (1985, 1999), winner of the Letitia Brown Memorial Book Prize, and co-author of Let My People Go: African Americans 1804-1860 (1996).  Under White’s co-directorship from 1997-1999, the Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis sponsored “Black Atlantic: Race, Nation and Gender,” a project that traced the development of the “Black Atlantic” from the beginnings of modern slave trade and examined the cultural and political traditions shaping that world.  

PETER H. WOOD
Peter H. Wood is professor of history at Duke University, where he has been on staff since 1975.  Wood’s interest in the teaching of race relations has prompted him to serve as humanities advisor to various public history projects and as board member for diverse organizations and institutions.  Wood is the author of Strange New Land: African Americans, 1526-1776 (1996, 2003) and Black Majority: Negroes in Colonial South Carolina From 1670 Through the Stono Rebellion (1974, 1996), which was nominated for a National Book Award and received the Albert J. Beveridge Award for Best Book on the History of the U.S., Canada, or Latin America.
JEAN FAGAN YELLIN
Jean Fagan Yellin is Distinguished Professor of English Emerita at Pace University and is the author of Harriet Jacobs: A Life (2003) and Women and Sisters: The Anti-Slavery Feminists in American Culture (1992).  She is best known for her editions of Harriet Jacobs’ 1861 slave narrative Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl: Written by Herself (2000) and is co-editor of The Abolitionist Sisterhood: Antislavery and Women’s Political Culture.  Her most recent undertaking has been to edit the Harriet Jacobs Papers, the first scholarly edition of the papers of an enslaved African-American woman.
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