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New York Life Insurance Company, a Fortune 100 company, is the largest mutual life insurance company in the United States and one of the largest life insurance companies in the world with net income of $1.12 billion as of December 31, 2003.  Founded in 1845 and headquartered in New York City, New York Life maintains operations in all 50 states and nine overseas markets through a network of over 12,000 employees and 26,000 licensed agents.  New York Life and its affiliates’ products and services include insurance products (life, annuities and long-term care) and asset accumulation products, such as mutual funds.

New York Life has been committed to helping people for nearly 160 years.  This includes a history of corporate good citizenship—a tradition of assisting people and communities in need.  Through the New York Life Foundation, the company maintains a philanthropic focus of educating and mentoring young people.
In addition, New York Life proudly supports significant educational programs on public television that illustrate and offer new perspectives on the defining moments in our nation’s history.  New York Life is the sole corporate underwriter of Slavery and the Making of America, a four-part series from Thirteen/WNET New York that will air February 2005 on PBS.  New York Life also funded the development of an educational Web site, located at www.slaveryinamerica.org, designed to offer social studies and English teachers resources on the institution of American slavery that were previously unavailable or difficult to access.  Prior to Slavery and the Making of America, New York Life sponsored the Peabody and Christopher Award-winning PBS series, The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow (2002) along with an educational Web site designed by and for teachers (www.jimcrowhistory.org), as well as the celebrated television series The American President (2000).  

New York Life also recently sponsored the acclaimed traveling art exhibition Rising Above Jim Crow: The Paintings of Johnnie Lee Gray, which documented the experiences of a newly discovered artist growing up in the South during the Jim Crow era.

For more information on New York Life, please contact Lisa Fels at (212) 576-7937 or Terri Marchon at (212) 576-5624.
