SMALL STEPS: CREATING THE HIGH SCHOOL FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS 
Barbara Kopple (Producer)

Barbara Kopple, a two-time Academy Award winning filmmaker, recently completed the feature-length documentary Shut Up and Sing, which tells the story of the Dixie Chicks and their personal and creative response to the political fallout they faced after making comments critical of President Bush on the eve of the Iraq War.  

Kopple produced and directed Harlan County USA and American Dream, both winners of the Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature. In 1991, Harlan County USA was named to the National Film Registry by Congress and designated an American Film Classic.

Kopple produced and directed A Conversation with Gregory Peck, a film portrait of the career and family life of the actor; The Hamptons, a four-hour miniseries for ABC; My Generation, which examines the Woodstock legacy and Generation X; and Fallen Champ: The Untold Story of Mike Tyson, for which she was nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Individual Achievement in Directing. She directed the feature nonfiction film Wild Man Blues, about the European tour of Woody Allen and his New Orleans-style jazz band, for which she won the National Board of Review Award for Best Documentary. Kopple also produced the HBO documentary American Standoff, which chronicled an 18-month strike of the Teamsters Union against Overnite Transportation. Kopple was a member of the Winter Soldier Collective, which created the film Winter Soldier.  


Kopple has been awarded the Human Rights Watch Film Festival Lifetime Achievement Award, Los Angeles Film Critics Award, National Society of Film Critics Award, New York Women in Film & Television Muse Award, and the Sundance Film Festival Grand Jury Prize, Filmmakers Trophy & Audience Award. She currently serves as a board member for the American Film Institute, is a member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, and actively participates in organizations that address social issues and support independent filmmaking. 

David Becker (Director)
Small Steps is David Becker’s first feature-length documentary film. Becker has worked with Barbara Kopple at Cabin Creek Films for eight years. While at Cabin Creek, he coordinated the restoration and re-release of Kopple’s landmark documentary Harlan County USA, including a Sundance Film Festival premiere, theatrical release, Criterion Collection DVD and soundtrack on Rounder Records. He has collaborated with Ms. Kopple on several nonfiction projects, including Shut Up and Sing, My Generation, “I Married…”, The Hamptons and Confident for Life: Kids and Body Image.

Becker also created and produces the video podcast docu-series Magnetic Baby. The series follows Brooklyn-based rock band Semi Precious Weapons as they navigate the rapidly changing record industry and is available for free on iTunes and at www.magneticbaby.com. He is currently producing a feature-length documentary about “activist, clown and frozen dessert” Wavy Gravy with director Michelle Esrick.

Bob Eisenhardt (Editor)
A three-time Emmy Award winner, Bob Eisenhardt has worked on over sixty films as a film editor, director and producer. Films that he has contributed to garnered two Oscar nominations, nineteen Emmys, two Peabodies and numerous other awards.

Recent films include Lightning in a Bottle, directed by Antoine Fuqua, and The Blues: Godfathers and Sons, directed by Marc Levin, both executive produced by Martin Scorcese; American Standoff, A Conversation with Gregory Peck and A&E’s Bearing Witness, all produced by Barbara Kopple; Concert of Wills: Making the Getty Center, which he co-directed and edited, with Albert Maysles and Susan Froemke.
