SOUL SEARCHING: THE JOURNEY OF THOMAS MERTON
Sunday, December 14, 2008
10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
– Documentary Examines the Lifelong Spiritual Journey of Trappist Monk and Author Thomas Merton –
“I find Merton not so much a relic of the ’60s — rather I don’t know if we’ve caught up with him yet.”

– Sister Kathleen Deignan

SOUL SEARCHING: THE JOURNEY OF THOMAS MERTON, airing Sunday, December 14, 2008, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, takes the viewer into the life of a modern monk, a life filled with conflicts, controversies and love. Merton, a convert to Catholicism and author of The Seven Storey Mountain, is considered one of the most influential spiritual voices of the 20th century.
Born to American artists in 1915 in southern France, Merton grew up embracing bohemian, intellectual pursuits that led him to embrace communism. He abandoned communism for Catholicism, his conversion leading eventually to a strictly cloistered life in a rural Kentucky monastery. The writings that flowed from his cell over the next 27 years examined spirituality (of the East and West), the Cold War, civil rights and the plight of the individual in the post-modern world. In short, Merton’s life embodied many of the struggles of the 20th — and 21st — centuries. His writing brought him praise, censure and a reputation as one of the most influential writers of his time. He died in 1968, yet remains one of the most widely read and written-about spiritual figures of the modern era. 

Merton joined the Catholic Church in 1938 in the wake of an uncommon conversion experience. After studying at Columbia University and teaching at St. Bonaventure University, he entered the monastic community of the Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky in December 1941. He was received by Abbot Frederic Dunne, who encouraged the young Frater Louis to write his autobiography, The Seven Storey Mountain, which became a best-seller; the book has been translated into 20 languages and continues to be widely read. 
During the next 20 years, Merton wrote on a vast range of topics, including the contemplative life, prayer and religious biography. His writings would later take up controversial issues, including Christian responsibility in race relations, violence, nuclear war and economic injustice. 
Merton was accidentally electrocuted in Bangkok, Thailand, where he was attending a meeting of religious leaders, and he died on December 10, 1968, 27 years to the day after he entered the Abbey of Gethsemani. 
SOUL SEARCHING is based on years of research of Merton’s work and interviews with his friends, scholars and authorities on spiritual life. The program examines life at the Abbey of Gethsemani, as well as his experiences in New York City, at the Redwoods Monastery in California and the Christ in the Desert Monastery in New Mexico.
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