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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Presents Soundtrack for a Revolution
Acclaimed Film Shows How the Songs of Freedom 

Sustained, Nurtured and Propelled the Civil Rights Movement to Victory

Premieres Monday, May 9, 2011

9:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m. ET on PBS
“You can cage the singer, but not the song.” - Harry Belafonte

Soundtrack for a Revolution tells the story of the American civil rights movement through its powerful music -- the freedom songs protesters sang on picket lines, in mass meetings, in police wagons, and in jail cells as they fought for justice and equality. The film features new performances by top artists including John Legend, Joss Stone, Wyclef Jean, and The Roots; riveting archival footage; and interviews with civil rights foot soldiers and leaders, including Congressman John Lewis, Harry Belafonte, Julian Bond, Andrew Young and dozens more. Soundtrack for a Revolution celebrates the vitality of the freedom songs and explores how these simple but stirring anthems had the power to sustain the movement during its darkest hours. Directed by Bill Guttentag and Dan Sturman (Nanking), and executive produced by Danny Glover, Soundtrack for a Revolution will premiere on the PBS series AMERICAN EXPERIENCE on Monday, May 9, 2011 at 9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings).

The freedom songs that propelled the civil rights movement -- from the Montgomery bus boycott to lunch counter sit-ins, from Birmingham to the march on Washington to Selma -- evolved from slave chants, from the labor movement, and especially from the black church. They enabled blacks to sing words they could not say, and were crucial in helping the civil rights activists as they faced down brutal aggression with dignity and non-violence. The film weaves together contemporary performances of such timeless songs as “Eyes on the Prize,” “Wade in the Water,” and “We Shall Overcome,” with heart-wrenching interviews and dramatic footage from the front lines of the fight for freedom. 

* * 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCES BY

Anthony Hamilton and the Blind Boys of Alabama 

Angie Stone 

Joss Stone 

The Carlton Reese Memorial Unity Choir 

Mary Mary 

Wyclef Jean

Richie Havens

The Roots

John Legend

About the Filmmakers

BILL GUTTENTAG (Director/Writer/Producer)

Bill Guttentag is a two-time Oscar-winning documentary and feature film director/writer/producer. He wrote and directed the dramatic feature Live! which was distributed by The Weinstein Company. Along with Dan Sturman, Guttentag also wrote and directed the documentary Nanking which won Peabody and Emmy Awards and also earned Guttentag and Sturman a Writers Guild of America nomination. In 2003 Guttentag won an Oscar® for the documentary Twin Towers. It was his second Academy Award; the first was for You Don’t Have To Die, for HBO. He has also received three additional Oscar® nominations, and three Emmy Awards. Guttentag created and executive produced the NBC series Crime & Punishment and has directed films for HBO, ABC, CBS and others. Since 2001 he has been teaching a class on the film and television business at the Graduate School of Business at Stanford University.

DAN STURMAN (Director/Writer/Producer)

Together with Bill Guttentag, Dan Sturman wrote and directed the Sundance, Emmy, and Peabody award-winning documentary Nanking, and produced the Academy Award® winning documentary Twin Towers. Between 2001 and 2003, Sturman produced three seasons of the NBC primetime series Crime & Punishment. In addition to his documentary work, Sturman has worked extensively as a broadcast journalist, reporting and producing for ABC News, CBS News, and the BBC while based in Los Angeles; for Reuters and NBC News while based in London; and for ABC News 20/20 in New York. He is currently co-directing The Hollywood Complex, a feature documentary about aspiring child actors in Hollywood.

DANNY GLOVER (Executive Producer)
In addition to being one of the most acclaimed actors of our time, with a career spanning 30 years and including such films as Places in The Heart, The Color Purple, the Lethal Weapon series and the award-winning To Sleep With Anger, Danny Glover has also produced, executive produced and financed numerous projects for film, television and theatre. Among these are Good Fences, 3 Am, Freedom Song, Get on the Bus, Deadly Voyage, Buffalo Soldiers, The Saint of Fort Washington and To Sleep With Anger, as well as the series Courage and America's Dream. Since co-founding Louverture Films, Glover has executive produced Bamako, Africa Unite, Trouble The Water, Salt of This Sea and Soundtrack for a Revolution, as well as the forthcoming Dum Maro Dum and The Disappearance of McKinley Nolan. He associate produced The Time That Remains and the 2010 Cannes Palme d'Or winner Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives. 

JOSLYN BARNES (Producer)

Joslyn Barnes is a writer and producer. She is the author or co-author of numerous feature film screenplays including the upcoming Toussaint and The Cosmic Forest as well as the award-winning Battu, directed by Cheikh Oumar Sissoko, which she associate produced. Since co-founding Louverture Films, Barnes has executive produced or produced the award-winning features Bamako and Salt of This Sea, the documentary Africa Unite, the Academy Award® nominated Trouble The Water, and Soundtrack for a Revolution. She recently associate produced Elia Suleiman's The Time That Remains.

JIM CZARNECKI (Producer)

Jim Czarnecki produced the groundbreaking documentary feature Fahrenheit 9/11, directed by

Michael Moore, which won the Palme D’or at the Cannes Film Festival in 2004. He also produced Bowling for Columbine, which won the Oscar® for Best Documentary Feature, and produced the twice Emmy-nominated TV Nation. Czarnecki has produced music videos for U2, The Strokes, Lou Reed, Janet Jackson, Rage Against the Machine, Bruce Springsteen, Talking Heads, and Seal, among others. 

DYLAN NELSON (Producer)
In addition to producing Soundtrack for a Revolution, Dylan Nelson associate- and line-produced the acclaimed feature documentary Nanking. She was nominated for an Emmy for her work on that film, which won Peabody and Emmy Awards. Nelson is currently co-directing The Hollywood Complex, a documentary feature about child actors in Los Angeles, as well as Mississippi Messiah, a documentary about civil rights icon and iconoclast James Meredith. She teaches in the film studies program at Colorado College.

MARK SAMELS (Executive Producer) was named to lead PBS’ flagship history series, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, in 2003 after serving as senior producer since 1997. Produced by WGBH/Boston, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is television’s most-watched and longest-running history series and the recipient of every major industry award, including the Peabody, Primetime Emmy, Writers Guild, and duPont-Columbia Journalism Award. Numerous films for the series have been recognized at major film festivals, including Sundance, and eight have been nominated for Academy Awards®. Prior to joining WGBH, Samels worked as an independent documentary filmmaker, an executive producer for several U.S. public television stations, and as a producer for the first co-production between Japanese and American television. A native of Wisconsin, he is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

About AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Television's most-watched history series, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been hailed as "peerless" (Wall Street Journal), "the most consistently enriching program on television" (Chicago Tribune), and "a beacon of intelligence and purpose" (Houston Chronicle). On air and online, the series brings to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America's past and present. Acclaimed by viewers and critics alike, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major broadcast award, including fourteen George Foster Peabody Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, and twenty-seven Primetime and Creative Arts Emmy Awards, one most recently in Outstanding Directing Nonfiction for My Lai. 

Exclusive corporate funding for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is provided by Liberty Mutual. Major funding is provided by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and Public Television Viewers. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is produced by PBS by WGBH Boston.
Publicity Contacts:

CaraMar Publicity

Mary Lugo
 770.623.8190 
lugo@negia.net

Cara White
 843.881.1480
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Abbe Harris
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abbe@caramar.net
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