STANDING BEAR’S FOOTSTEPS – Bios 
Christine Lesiak, Producer/Writer/Director 
Christine Lesiak is an Emmy®-nominated, Peabody award-winning producer with NET Television. Over the past 30 years, Lesiak’s documentaries have been broadcast on PBS and featured on the AMERICAN EXPERIENCE and AMERICAN MASTERS series. Lesiak wrote and co-produced the AMERICAN MASTERS special “Willa Cather—The Road Is All,” a 90-minute biography of a writer who was shaped by her childhood experience on the Great Plains. Her AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentary, “Monkey Trial, “about the 1925 clash between science and religion, won both the Writer’s Guild Award and the George Foster Peabody Award in 2002. “In the White Man’s Image,” which tells of the 19th-century government attempt to “kill the Indian and save the man” was nominated for a national Emmy and chosen by the Organization of American Historians as the best historical documentary of the year. Lesiak’s PBS and AMERICAN EXPERIENCE programs include “Around the World in 72 Days,” about stunt journalist Nellie Bly; “Wild Horses — An American Romance,” the story of the crusade to save the mustang; and “Fate of the Plains,” about the return of the bison to America’s last frontier. She was executive producer for the independent production MOST HONORABLE SON, the story of Japanese-American war hero Ben Kuroki, which premiered on PBS in September 2007.  

Judi gaiashkibos (Ponca), Principal Consultant
Judi gaiashkibos is an enrolled member of the Ponca Tribe and a descendant of Chief Smokemaker. Her grandfather, Chief Otto Knudsen, was born in 1878, a year before the trial of Standing Bear. She is a graduate of Doane College with a degree in human relations and a master’s degree in management. gaiashkibos is a national leader in the realm of Indian affairs, known for her focus on state and tribal relations, strategic planning, policy development, leadership and mentoring. She is the longest-serving executive director of the Nebraska Commission on Indian Affairs. Under her leadership the commission developed and annually hosts a Chief Standing Bear breakfast that serves to highlight issues of equality and is attended by a wide variety of schools, governmental and private sector businesses. 
gaiashkibos is the past president of the Governor’s Interstate Indian Council, serving two terms from 2006-2010. She frequently consults with a variety of Native and non-Native organizations, sharing her experience, expertise and networks. She has served as advisor on a range of projects in Nebraska and throughout America that impact Indian Country, especially in the areas of Indian history, culture, law and protocols.  

Princella Parker (Omaha), Associate Producer
Princella Parker is an enrolled member of the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska. She is a media maker, who has worked in every aspect of television and video production, including videographer, editor, writer, and hair and make-up. Parker graduated in 2008 from Creighton University with a bachelor’s degree in broadcast theatre. She assisted and edited the Native Daughters documentary shot on the Omaha and Santee Indian Reservations with students from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She is a 2008 Chips Quinn Schola, a multimedia journalist intern for The News Leader in Springfield, Missouri, and has won a Chips Achievement Prize (CAP) Award for best multimedia storytelling. Parker is on the board of directors for Hopa Mountain, a non-profit organization that invests in rural and tribal citizen leaders in the northern United States. She tutored and mentored Native-American high school students in Omaha Public School’s NICE program and at the Crazy Horse Journalism Career Conference.  

Joseph Marshall III (Lakota), Narrator
Joseph Marshall III was born and raised on the Rosebud Sioux Indian Reservation in South Dakota. Because he was raised in a traditional Native household by his maternal grandparents, his first language is Lakota. Marshall has appeared in several television documentaries, served as technical advisor in movies and had a role in a major television network movie. In 2005, he was a technical advisor and narrator for the Turner Network Television (TNT) and Dreamworks’ six-part mini-series “Into the West,” as well as playing the on-screen role of “Loved by the Buffalo.” A practitioner of primitive Lakota archery, having learned from his maternal grandfather the art of hand crafting bows and arrows, he is also a specialist in wilderness survival.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marshall has also taught at the high school and university levels, developing educational curriculum as well. Currently, he writes full-time; he has published six nonfiction works, several screenplays and one novel and was a contributing author on four other publications. His sixth book, The Journey of Crazy Horse: A Lakota History (Viking Penguin) is a biography from the Lakota viewpoint of the greatest Lakota warrior, based primarily on oral accounts. It is now in its fifth hard cover printing. The book has been featured twice on the C-SPAN Book TV broadcast. The book that preceded it, The Lakota Way: Stories and Lessons for Living (Viking Penguin, 2002), is now in its 15th printing. Several of Marshall’s books have been published in French, Hebrew and Korean.

