INDEPENDENT LENS
“Still Life with Animated Dogs”

 “Still Life With Animated Dogs,” a playful, but serious documentary film written, narrated and animated by its director, Paul Fierlinger, airs on PBS as a presentation of INDEPENDENT LENS. Autobiographical in nature, the film consists of a series of stories about nine dogs the artist has owned throughout his 64 years, focusing on those particular dogs that have been most important and meaningful in his life. The film not only reflects on the attributes of dogs as man’s best friend, but also on the nature of love, political oppression, artistic freedom and survival. He opens with the story of how his current small dog, Spinnaker, came to live with him and his wife, Sandra, after it was found on the side of a road by a woman on her way to a Dog Rescue Society picnic. As Fierlinger walks Spinnaker and observes other dog owners along the trail, he drifts into memories of dogs he has previously owned.
“Still Life With Animated Dogs” airs on PBS Tuesday, October 24, 2006, 10:30-11:00 p.m. ET.
Fierlinger’s reflections take him back almost 40 years to his life in the Socialist Republic of Czechoslovakia and the darkest years of Stalinism. Out of defiance to a regime of intolerance, he names his dogs after American presidents, beginning with Roosevelt. Fierlinger artfully illustrates how in a political atmosphere of oppression and suspicion his relationships with various dogs provided him the opportunity to maintain his capacity for loyalty and caring. They allowed him to love and to comfort; traits he cannot always offer or find in humanity anymore.

Fierlinger says about those years: Dogs require absolute commitment and faithfulness, which is good for keeping a person from succumbing to total depression. This happens not just by placing yourself in their company but having them keep you so busy attending to them and watching out for them, that one day the dog is dead, you’re alive and you realize that you have received the gift of being a survivor. Each dog is a marker in this introspective review of the author’s somewhat misanthropic past. This film, so full of events, culminates in a motionless closing scene, aboard his sailboat on the quiet waters of the Chesapeake Bay. There, under the watchful eye of a gull, Fierlinger finds peace within himself and a connection with the power of a divine nature. 
Paul Fierlinger

(Writer/Director, Animator)

Paul Fierlinger has been a professional independent animator since his first TV commercial, which he made in 1958 in Prague, Czechoslovakia. He had produced in his studio close to 200 short and very short theatrical and TV films before he escaped in 1967 to the West. He then animated films in Holland, France and Germany before he arrived in the U.S. in 1968. Here, he began by first animating political commercials for Hubert Humphrey and many other political candidates. In 1971 he established his own studio, AR&T Associates, Inc. in Philadelphia. Since then he has produced over 700 films from 10 second to one-hour productions. He specializes in educational films, TV commercials and many children’s films. He was among the first animators to make films for CTW’s Sesame Street, including the Teeny Little Super Guy series. He has received an Oscar nomination for his film It’s So Nice to Have a Wolf Around the House (a 12-minute short with talking animals) for the Learning Corporation of America. In addition he has won many (close to 200) awards from all over the world and just recently, a coveted Pew Charitable in the Arts grant of $50,000, for his body of work. Currently, he has begun a 30-minute film for the Children’s Book of the Month Club.

Sandra Fierlinger

(Painter, Assistant Animator, Production Manager)

Sandra and Paul have collaborated for the past seven years. She graduated in 1978 from the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts with the highest awards. She has collaborated with Paul on several dozen films for Sesame Street, Nickelodeon, American Playhouse and industrial and TV commercial clients.

John Avarese

(Music Composer, Sound Engineer)

John is an independent music producer/composer who has collaborated with Paul and Sandra on at least a dozen films, all children’s TV shorts, in the past two years. John is a graduate of the Curtis Institute and has created several hundred film scores in the past 12 years. 
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